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Highly reliable sources said to-
day that the White House, ap-
parently breaking a specific
aoreement worked out two days
ago with a Federal judge, had
refused. to permit JohngD. Ehr-
lichman and  his attorneys toj
_{have full and direct access to'
Mr.  Ehrlichman’s  personal
notes of Presidential meetings.

The sources said that Mr.
Ehrlichman and his attorneys..
William C. Frates and Andrew |
C. Hall of Miami, were told!
yesterday by two Presidential
lawyers, James D. St. Clair and
J. Fred Buzhardt Jr., that the
Ehrlichman notes would be
screened by the White House
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‘to remove,_urrelated matters|!
‘before being turned over.
| Court insiders said that the|
‘revised White House Do 'cy(
would  undoubtedly concein
Judge Gerhard A. Gesell of|
United States District Court,
whothas already threatened dis-
missal in the case, and alsol;
may expose Mr. St. Clair to!
contempt of court charges.
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White House Said to Curb
Ehrlichman Access to Data
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Judoe ‘Gesell has called for a
4hear1ng Friday on the White
. House” éomplxance :

During a court’ hearmg Mon-

" day in the “plumbers” case, Mr.

St. Clair assured Judge Gesell

* that Mr. Ehrlichman and his

attorneys would be allowed to
rev1e\w“d1rectly all of the more
than"two years of notes that

had been subpoenaed by the

Ehrhchman\attorneys
“Complicating Mr. St. Clair’s
positien, a-number of sources
said, ‘Was the fact that late last
week' I8 Buzhardt,,tho works
closely with Mr. St. Clair, ir-
formed the specnal Waterame
prosecitor’s. office that he

planned to go through the Ehr-|

lichman notés to weed out ‘in-
formagion he deemed extrane-
ous, ¥

“What St. Clair said to the
judge ‘Monday morning was not

" what Buzhardt told the special

proseeutor’s office Friday,” one
well-placed official said.

Mr. St. Clair could not be
-1eached for comment. A White
‘House aide assigned to Mr. St.
j,laws office to handle press

51}1erxes told of The New York

imes’s account, responded
with. .the followmg quotation
from Mr Buzhardt: “This s
not true.”

“That s all I've got,” the aide
- said..

The subpoenaed notes ' in
-question were accumulated by
Mr. Ehrlichman between Janu-
ary, .1971, and April 30, 1973.
;On his reswnatxon his persona]
papers; under prior White

/House  rules, reverted back to|
"a céntral thte House filing

system.. 5

Oné’source close to Mr. Ehr-
lichman noted that “John didn’t
know” he was being taped and
he took notes , every time he
talked ‘to the Presuient or re-

' portéd to the President.” The

sourcé said, “They’re simost
verbatim notes—just incred-
ible.””

Mr. Ehrlichman, a former,
high-level ~ Presidential aide
. who'is one of four defendants|;
(in the- “plumbers” case, has
'maintained that the notes of
Pre51dent1a1 instructions, all
mag yellow legal pads are
esse ti 0 hxs defense.

. Jullge Genesell initially “had
threatened to dismiss the case
if the" White House did not
prm?xde the notes and other
:materials deemed relevant to
‘the * “defendants. That threat
seetied” to diminish after Mr.
St. Clair,  in a, _letter sent to
“the judge last weel, agreed to

permit Mr. Ehrlichman and his
attorneys “access™ to'the files.
An official  transcript of
Monday’s hearings shows that
[Judge® Gesell sought to learn
the limits of the “access.”
. “Let me ask Mr. St. Clair,”
the judge said in response to a
query on that point from Mr.
. “I took the Iletter to
hat you and one of your
es, at least, and Mr.
Ehrlichman could review those
notes that fall within the time
frames of this case, with a view
to selecting from it those notes
that appeared to be essential
and necessary for the defense.”
“Or even might possibly be,”
Mr. St. Clair acknowledged. “It
would be broader than that.”
‘Under subsequent question-
mg in court from Mr. Frates,
Mr.¢ St. Clair also agreed to
provide a private room for Mr.
Ehrlichman and the attorneys
in the White House, as well as
any stenographic equipment
needed to help process the per-
sonal papers. Mr. Frates again
brought up the question of
access to the documents, tell-
ing Mr. St. Clair that “I
assume there is not going to

‘be -any problem in making all

of those [personal notes] avail-
able for our perusal.”

“I don’t believe there is a
problem,” Mr. St. Clair said.

Sources close to Mr. Ehrlich-
man emphasized that the
former Presidential domestic
adviser was planning to go to
trial June 17 in the “plumbers”
case, despite the guilty plea
announced Monday by Charles
W. Colson, another former high-
leve]l White House aide who
S|had . joined in subpoenaing his
personal notes.'

Mr. Ehrlichman, Mr. Colson,
and four .other men were in-
dicted last March for conspiring
to burglarize' the office of Dr.
Daniel Ellsberg’s former psy-
chiatrist in 1971. At the time,
the men were involved with the
White House special investiga-
tions umt informally known
as the plumbers,” that was
authorized by President Nixon
in July, 1971, to stop.news-
paper leaks of sensitive
materials,

One of. the ainvestigations
unit’s first asmgnmentmwas to
learn what it could about Dr.
Ellsberg, a former Pentagon of-
ficial who has said he gave the
press the Pentagon ' papers, a
top-secret history ‘of - United
States’s involvement m Viet-
nam. m
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