Milk Price to Pohtlcal C

“Sazd to Link

nesses to provide )
to fill in gaps in the evidence
caused by the President’s re-
fusal to supply recordings and

- NY Ttmes

ditioned  his 1971
raise Federal milk
ports upon a reaffirma xon by
dairy industry leaders
pledge to raise $2
the President’s re-els
paign.

Committee members sai
a tape recording of a m
March 23, 1971, at whic
‘| Nixon decided on the mcre
| contained implicit referencés'to
campaign funds being raised by
milk producer groups:and warn-
ing§’that, without the industry’s
support, Mr. Nixon could lose
as many as .six states in the
] electxon

ing ‘of ‘the March 23 ‘meeting
between the President and key:

axdes, John B. Connally, then
theiSecretary of the Treasury,
declared at the outset of the
meetigg that Mr. Nixon had to
to wit the election.

Mr. Connally went ontp, say,
accordmg to the Conuresshﬁn
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that the nation’s largest dairy
cooperative was raising: large
campaign, that it -had 40,000]
members\ and that its leaders
‘|were ‘‘going to make: their
[political] association$ and al~
allianees this: year.” -

The informant said that® Mr
Connally told-the President that
Congress was'likely to raise: the
price support level and that if
Mr. Nixon should veto such leg-

(N 1xon Tapels

" {pledged in"19704t

tee was damaging to Mr, Nixon.

documents.

The significance of the March
23 meeting among the President
and seven Administration aides
was that it was one alleged
link in-sa chain of circumstan-

mined- to be a factor in Mr.| Hal evidence tying the $2-mil-

lion pledge'to Mr. Nixon’s rul-
Noons Ty« coud reve [on DB (3 Moo
: T Y | Pledge of Aid Reported

the Judiciary Committee es-|
tabhsh a dlrect link, the resi-l.  Apart from tape recordings,
most of the evidence on the
ik ;

0 M. NIXLILS
réelection campaign ‘an|
firmied in March, 1971, is

strued as bubery The (
tution: lists bribery as a specxflc
ground for 1mpeachmenti :

‘the staff of the Senate Water-'
' gate committee.
According to the d;iaft of
‘the Senate staff report on the
milk investigation, Charles W.
Colson, Vhite:,

]
O
=
ﬁ
=
(=2
2
»
=)
@
ba
@
1]
o+
]
it
q

st a potentlal ground
for 'impeachment.s Representa-
tive Wiley Mayne, Republican
of Iowa, said tomght that the |;
milk contrlbutaons to the cam-
paign seemed’to be ‘“‘a-coinci- |
dence.” But several Democrats {tiy ‘,
said that the unrecorded evi-
dence presented to the commit-

n, for Mr. N, ons 1972

ign. 9
n March 12, 19%1?,"Mr. Hard-
in ruled that ‘an increase in the
price support for the marketing'

In effect, the Democrats said,
the evidence suggested. a cir-
cumstantial chain of " events
touched off by the March 23

year to begin-on Aprﬂ 51 1971
meeting and ending with re- ;

could not be justified.

funds of his likely demsxon «on
price supports. . 7

;afternoon March 23, Mr. Nixon

several
‘Mr. Nixon
dairy officials,

At -one- point; accom'dmg'”td"
committee members,
jokingly told the
“This isn’t be-
ing taped.” i

Knowledge of Agriculture

The only matter of  con-
sequence that recording turned
up, according to Representative
Lawrence J. Hogan, Republican
of Maryland, was that it dem-
onstrated the President
“doesn’t know much about'agri-
culture.”

At 4:45 oclock the same
met with seven - aides,.. They
were Mr. Connally; Mr. }fardm,
J. Phil Campbell, Under Secre-
tary of Agriculture; Geofige P.
Shultz, then director ofitfesOf-
fice of Management and-Budg-
et; Mr. Ehrlichman; John D.
Whitaker, then a deputy to Mr.
Ehrlichman, and Donald Rice,
an aide to Mr. Shultz. -

According to a memorandum
prepared two months ago by
the Judiciary Commlttee staff,
Mr. Nixon discussed * pohtlcal
and financial support” gfidairy
interests and Congressional
pressure to raise the ‘price. sup-
port level.

The White House contended,
in a positon paper issued last
January, that Mr. Nixon decided|

‘at the meeting to raise the sup-
‘port level to head off an, even

pledge.

According to the committee
sources, at one point in the
March 23 meeting, Mr. Nixon

The'Senate - staff
made avallable last week, con-
tended that' vari “Adminis-
tration officials ha%lsy been urg-

~“report%. Jlarger increase by Congress.
Represtntative W1111am S.
+Cohen,...Republican of Mame,

saidy that! Mr. leo.n, on:. t

|

. whlle it's cheap.”

ing Mr. Nixon to-¢ountermand
the departmental - decision.
These officials ~ included = Mr.
Colson, who was the .White
House contact with the dairy
industry, and Mr. Connally, the
report said.

At a meeting March 19 m
the office of Mr. Ehrlichman.
White House aides reportedly
considered, among other mat-
ters, Whether the dairy. groups
would refuse to fulfill the $2-
million pledge if Mr. i
decision was .allowed

Phone Talk with Cormally

On'March 23, before a sched-
uled meeting between Mzt Nix-
on and leading dairy mﬂustry
officials, the Presidert  tele-
phoned Mr. Connally to discuss
the price support matter. A
recording of three minutes of
Mr. Nixon’s side of that con-
versatlon but not Mr. "Connal-
Iy’s part, was played-for the
Judwxary Committee this morn-
ing.

Without showing what Mr.

said, “Congress is going to
pass [an increase]. I could not
veto it. It would just turn off
Middle America.”

Moments later, the sources
said, Mr. Nixon told his aides,
“Adl rxght make the best deal
you can.’

Clifford M. Hardin, then the
Secretary. of Agrxcultune was
quoted telling Mr. Nixon that
if the milk organizations did
not cooperate with the Admin-
istration “I'll tell them, ‘Not
one damn one of you is ever
going to get into .my office
again.”

Subsequently, Mr. J“x,‘,(lxon was
reported to have agréed to in-
crease the price-support level,
prompting John D. Ehrhchmacn
viser, to quip, “We’d better g0
get a glass of milk—get it

Some critics of Mr. Nixon
said that they believed the evi-
dence presented today was

“circumstantial” but not clear:
as torthe possibility of a’ direct
exchange —the price - support

increase for the campalan fund |COonnally had said, the tape of

islation “you lose Missouri,

and you may lose Ohio, Ken-
ucky and Iowa.”

The President acknowledged
last January that his decision
in the milk case had been
based in part on political con-
siderations, especially the like-
lihood of Congressional action,
but he strenuously denied that
the campaign funds the milk
producers ~might supply. had|
had any bearing on the deci-|

sion j
If the $2- million' the mdustry

when slaff lawyeérsi
{him about his I§ Z
various allegatxon
|President.

| Mr. Colson pleaded
Monday to one ‘¢ount

Wisconsin “and South Dakotd; -

“|the phone conversation was,

pr‘(_‘J_mxse* “not very revelatory,” . said’

2 Representatxve Wayne Owens
what Democrat of Utah. Others on
tlm« hajrles the committee agreed the tape

was inconclusive.

The committee also heard a
recording, of the 50-minute
meeting of the dairymen and
the President. In-that discus-
sion, Mr. Nixon was said by
a number of committee ntem-
bers to have made a wvague
expression of gratitude for past

* political: support from the milk
producers but to have made]
[no mention of 1972 campaign

gT Democra
haﬂfﬂn ‘told reporters.
The- committee has a
46 more White House pe re-
cordmgs that are..b eved to
bear'on the milk case’ bu
Nixon has declined - supply
them ‘voluntarily.
,, The panel’s chairman, Repze—
Senfative Peter W.. Rodino Jr.,.
Democrat of New Jersey, said
that the committee would de-

tape of his meeting /with” his!
ladvisers, had emphasized thm
Congressional demands for “al
pricesupport increase and that
to this-extent the White House.
position paper was “a falr rep+.
resentation.”

i But Mr. Cohen said that the
President had also discussed po-
licical’ considerations, such’‘as
'the benefits to be derived from
acting to'raist the price support
level before Democrats in Con-
gress could do so leglslatlvely

Law on Price Supports

. Under'the law govtrning the
price supports, the only factors
alolwed as a basis for changing
the price support level are eco-
nomic — whether an increast
is needed "to assure an ade-
quate milk supply.

Moreover, Mr. Cohen and
other members of the commit-
tee said that evidence presented
to them apart from the three
tape recordings suggested that
the $2-million campaign pledge
had played a part in the Presi-
dent’s decision.

Without judging the possibil-
ity that .the dtcision in the
milk Nixon case would be a
possible ground for impeach-|.
ment, Mr. Cohen said that|
it represented “a story of mak-|
Jing decisions for political pur-}
poses.” He addtd that.the mat-
ter was oné illustration of what
had been and continued to be
“wrong with the political fi-|
nancing system’ in the United
States. .

The Judiciary Committee
staff is expected to ask Mr.
Colson about the milk case’

tion with the alleged "con:
spiracy of a White House .spe:
cial investigations unit to break
into the office of a Californig
psychiatrist who had treated
Dr. Daniel Ellsberg, who say‘

gu11ty
of «gb-

struction of justice:in connec-

he gave the press the sécret
Pentagon papers on.the history
of the Vietnam war. Mr. Colson
agreed then to 'ywperate with




