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Im
peachrnen 

T
ow

ard a D
ecision on the M

erits 
A

 cu
rren

t W
h

ite H
o

u
se co

n
ceit is 

th
at if M

r. N
ix

o
n

 w
alk

ed
 acro

ss th
e 

R
ed S

ea on his com
ing visit to the M

id-
east, the press w

ould cite the m
iracle 

as p
ro

o
f h

e co
u
ld

n
't sw

im
. D

isco
u
n
t 

the paranoia about the press and that 
story asserts a m

easure of truth. 
T

h
e tru

th
 is th

at fo
reig

n
 p

o
licy

 is 
not playing a big role in the im

peach-
m

ent proceedings. D
espite the diver-

sionary tactics of the P
resident and his 

law
yers, the H

ouse Judiciary C
om

m
it-

tee is finally beginning to show
 deter-

m
in

atio
n

 to
 m

ak
e a ju

d
g

m
en

t o
n

 th
e 

m
erits. 
A

bundant evidence show
s how

 little 
foreign policy now

 w
eighs in the im

-
p

each
m

en
t p

ro
cess. T

h
e d

isen
g

ag
e-

m
en

t arran
g

ed
 b

etw
een

 Israel an
d

 
S

y
ria last w

eek
, fo

r ex
am

p
le, w

as a 
trem

endous achievem
ent. E

verybody 
ack

n
o
w

led
g
ed

 it—
an

d
 g

av
e all th

e 
credit to H

enry K
issinger. 

E
ven the com

ing visit to the S
oviet 

U
nion is being discounted w

ithin the 
adm

inistration as a "no-w
in sum

m
it." 

T
h
e reaso

n
in

g
 is th

at th
e b

est M
r. 

N
ixon can get is an agreem

ent advanc-
ing arm

s control. 
S

u
ch

 an
 acco

rd
 w

o
u
ld

, o
f co

u
rse, 

evoke w
idespread praise. B

ut M
r. N

ix-
on's chief hope in beating the im

peach-
m

en
t rap

 lies w
ith

 th
e co

n
serv

ativ
e 

S
outhern' D

em
ocrats and W

estern R
e-

p
u
b
lican

s in
 th

e S
en

ate. T
h
at is th

e 
group in the C

ongress m
ost apt to be 

tu
rn

ed
 o

ff b
y

 an
 arm

s co
n

tro
l ag

ree-
m

ent w
ith R

ussia. 

F
oreign policy, to be sure, is not the 

o
n
ly

 card
 th

e P
resid

en
t h

as to
 p

lay
 

against im
peachm

ent. T
here is also the 

fig
h
t b

e
in

g
 w

a
g
e
d
 b

y
 h

is sp
e
c
ia

l 
W

atergate counsel, Jam
es S

t. C
lair, in 

the courts and the C
ongress. L

ike any 
good defense law

yer, M
r. S

t. C
lair is 

try
in

g
 to

 tie u
p

 th
e case ag

ain
st h

is 
clien

t in
 p

ro
ced

u
ral co

n
flicts. L

ast 
w

eek
 it b

ecam
e ap

p
aren

t th
at ab

u
n
-

dant difficulties hedged the m
atter of 

the W
atergate tapes w

hich are now
 be-

ing sought by both the W
atergate spe-

cial prosecutor and the H
ouse Judici-

ary C
om

m
ittee. 

W
ith

o
u
t ex

actly
 say

in
g
 so

, M
r. S

t. 
C

lair h
as lin

k
ed

 th
e tw

o
 req

u
ests. A

 
case testin

g
 th

e rig
h

t o
f th

e sp
ecial 

W
atergate prosecutor to subpoena the 

tapes w
as accepted for early judgm

ent 
F

riday by the S
uprem

e C
ourt. T

hough 
M

r. S
t. C

lair lost his petition to have 
the case first considered by an appeals 
court, he is w

ell-placed to m
ake the ar-

gum
ent that, as an em

ployee of the ex-
ecutive branch, the special prosecutor 
can

n
o

t g
o

 ag
ain

st th
e o

rd
ers o

f 
th

e 
P

resident. 

If h
e w

in
s th

at case in
 th

e co
u
rts, 

M
r. S

t. C
lair w

ill be in good position 
to

 say
 th

at th
e ru

lin
g

 ap
p

lies to
 th

e 
su

b
p

o
en

as issu
ed

 b
y

 th
e Ju

d
iciary

 
C

o
m

m
itte

e
, T

h
u

s h
e
 m

a
y

 c
a
st a

 
shadow

 over the Judiciary C
om

m
ittee 

w
ith an argum

ent w
hich applies only 

to the special prosecutor. 
T

he com
m

ittee has been extrem
ely 

slow
 to take the offensive against S

t. 
C

lair. C
h

airm
an

 P
eter R

o
d

in
o

 an
d

 
chief counsel John D

oar have tended 
to give the P

resident the benefit of all 
procedural doubts. 

A
t a m

eeting last w
eek, for exam

ple, 
Jerom

e W
aldie—

a C
alifornia D

em
o-

crat w
ho has sought to force the pace 

—
tried to get an opinion from

 the com
-

m
ittee counsel on w

hether M
r. N

ixon's 
refusal to turn over the tapes w

as not 
in

 co
n
tem

p
t o

f C
o
n
g
ress. C

h
airm

an
 

R
odino gaveled him

 dow
n. 

W
h

en
 M

r. W
ald

ie m
o

v
ed

 th
at th

e 
com

m
ittee vote on the contem

pt issue, 
his m

otion w
as put dow

n by a vote of 
27-11, w

ith all 17 R
epublicans and 10 

D
em

o
crats, in

clu
d

in
g

 C
h

airm
an

 R
o

-
dino, voting against him

. 

B
u
t th

e 1
1
 m

em
b
ers w

h
o
 in effect 

voted to hold M
r. N

ixon in contem
pt 

should be com
pared against the five on 

th
e last sim

ilar v
o

te. O
n

e w
h

o
 w

en
t 

along w
ith the m

ajority, the M
issouri 

D
em

ocrat W
illiam

 H
ungate, literally 

held his nose as he voted. 
M

o
reo

v
er, th

e co
m

m
ittee d

id
 v

o
te, 

20-10, to w
arn the P

resident that con-
tin

u
ed

 refu
sal to

 p
ro

d
u
ce th

e tap
es 

co
u
ld

 b
e co

n
sid

ered
 g

ro
u
n
d
s fo

r im
-

peachm
ent. T

he letter to the P
resident 

expressing that view
 w

as a tough, no-
nonsense note w

ritten by the com
m

it-
tee in open session after a m

ore obse-
quious staff version had been rejected. 

F
inally, various m

em
bers are begin-

in
n
s to

 assert th
em

selv
es. F

o
r ex

am
-

p
le, R

ay
 T

h
o
rn

to
n
, a D

em
o
crat fro

m
 

P
ine B

luff, A
rk., delivered a truly elo-

quent statem
ent on the suprem

acy of 
th

e H
o

u
se in

 im
p

each
m

en
t m

atters, 
w

h
ich

 h
elp

ed
 b

eat b
ack

 an
 effo

rt to
 

refer th
e d

em
an

d
 fo

r th
e tap

es to
 th

e 
courts. 

T
o be sure, the com

m
ittee seem

s to 
have reacted w

ith excessive caution to 
the evidence of the W

atergate cover-
u
p
. B

u
t th

e p
u
n
ctilio

u
s fo

rb
earan

ce 
fo

stered
 b

y
 M

r. R
o
d
in

 an
d
 M

r. D
ear 

is b
ein

g
 w

o
rn

 d
o
w

n
 b

y
 M

r. N
ix

o
n
's 

co
n
tin

u
ed

 d
efian

ce. M
o
re an

d
 m

o
re 

th
ere is em

erg
in

g
 th

e q
u
estio

n
: H

o
w

 
m

any tim
es does the P

resident have to 
streak before the C

ongress says he has 
no clothes? 

(9)1974, F
ield E

nterprises, Inc. 

"The H
ouse Judiciary C

om
m

ittee has been 
extrem

ely- slow
 to take offense against the 

P
resident's law

yer." 


