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DONALD SANTARELLI
. . . wants out

SANTARELLI, From Al

President’s name as the
chief executive,” he said.

“It is foolish for me to say
that the President can’t fire
me since I serve at the
pleasure of the President.
What I am saying is that I
see no reason for him to fire
me since I am carrying out
his policies 'at LEAA.”

In the interview, Santar-
elli talked about the govern-
ment and the problems of
government service. The
government, he said, “is just
a nastier place to be these
days.”

“You are suspect at every
turn in the read of being
part of a crippled and lame

! administration. You are not

entitled to the assumption

- being as clean as you were
five years ago, four years -

ago, three years ago.”

And that makes him
“somewhere between bitter
‘and disappointed” about the
whole thing.

He still 'has some things

" he wants to do at LEAA, he

says, but when a presiden-
tial nomination to a Repub-
lican seat on the Federal
Communications  Commis-
sion was dangled before his

eyes recently, he quietly let’
it be known he wasn’t inter--.

ested.

“I'm no longer politically
ambitious, if you can believe
that.”

He insists that he would
have felt the same, even

without Watergate. “T've
just seen too many deals,”
he said in an interview,

deals in which polities took
priority over moral consid-
erations “almost all the
time.”

“People really don’t care
about the quality of the per-
formance and the quality of
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Watergate

By David C. Martin

Associated Press

For Donald Santarelli,
head of the Law Enforce-
ment Assistance Administra-
tion, the revelations of
Watergate have “measur-

ably cheapened” govern-
ment service.
And © Santarelli, at 36,

wants out — not today, not
tomorrow, but soon.

In the mqantime, he will
“yery assiduously avoid” the
use of DPresident Nixon’s
name when he’s out in pub-
lic. Nor will he Worry about
catching any heat because
“there is nobedy to can me

no White House any
more to deal with.” %

After learning that these
observations were being

the service you deliver,”
Santarelli said. “Extraneous
considerations, the liaisons,
relationships, political alli-
ances, bottom lines of power
sharing” are what matter,
he said. ' '

“It’s very often what you

can get away with rather
than what you should get
away with.”
"~ All this.is not unique to
the Nixon administration,.
Santarelli said. “It’s not go-
ing to be believed, but the
level of morality is the same
now as before.”

What is unique, Santarelli
feels, is the “stupidity” with
which it was done.

The result has been that
“you can’t accomplish
nearly as much” as before
Watergate. “Everywhere 1
go, people say, ‘What’s the
story about this stuff’ and
you end up responding to
questions and charges which
are truly peripheral to your
mission\ and which further
compromise your mission.”

At LEAA, Santarelli’s mis-
sion is to dispense federal
funds to state and local law-
enforcement officials for
crime-fighting projects.

He was named head of
LEAA on March 20, 1973,
one day before the Presi-
dent says he learned for the
first time about the Water-

published, Santarelli said he
had misunderstood the ground
rules of the interview and
that his remarks were “not
meant to be published.”

He did not challenge the
accuracy of any of the re-
marks attributed to him but
said they were “taken out of
context from a casual con-
versation.”

. “It is true that I avoid s
ing the President’s name m
circumstances where I deem
it to be'counterproductive,
such as student audiences,
since I try to run- LEAA in a
nonpartisan, nonpolitical
way. There are many in-
stances when I do use the
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Senate Watergate commit-

. tee last summer that his ad-

vice to young people think-
ing of a career in govern-
ment would be to! “stay
away.”

“I don’t agree with Stra-

chan at all,” Santarelli ‘says.

~—

“Totally the contrary. I ;
would say come and bring

new dimensions to this %
world. I'm not sure it will
work, but I do know one
thing, that more old men in
government is not a better
answer.” ‘

gate cover-up.- Out on the
road, Santarelli said, there’s
the problem that “you can’t
use the President’s name
like you used to be able to
to. I very assiduously avoid
the wuse of his name.” It
“further ruins your ability
to communicate with your
audience,” he said.

As for future young men
in government, Santarelli
rejects the counsel of for- |
mer White House aide Gor- |
don Strachan, who told the |
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