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By SEYMOUR M. HERSH . attorneys cIosg to the case said,
’{mm to The New York Times |Watergate associate special Judge Gesell will probably call

WASHINGTON, May -23 —jprosecutor, said that “there|for a hearing to determine the
The attorney for G. Gordon|could be all kinds of ramifica-‘subpoenas’ relevance.
Liddy contended today that/tions short of dismissal” de-| The question of possible
'President  Nixon  severely|pending on the White House’s prejudice by President Nixon
prejudiced his client’s consti-|Teaction and the relevance offarcse during the -final day of
tutional right to a fair trial|the documents denied, if any.  |extensive pretrial hearings. The
when he told the nation in a| _Yesterday, Judge Gesell said judge has set June 17 as the
televised speech on April 29/that he might be forced to dis- tentative trial date.
that Mr. Liddy’s “refusal to|miss the trial if the Nixon Ad- Ve Marouis of Pough-
talk” was one of the “obstacles|Ministration refused to provide peengie. N.Y.,, also accused
to the case.” subpoenaed - national = secur 1tY|Henry E. Petersen, an Assistant

The attorney, Peter Maroulis,| documents deemed relevant. Attorney Genéral who worke
urged Judge Gerhand A. Gesell| In that instance, however, he closely last spring with Pres-
to dismiss the pending criminall Was speaking not of the Colson-|jgant Nixon on the Watergate
charges against Mr. Liddy, who|Erlichman personal files but|inquiry of incorreotly relaying
the lawyer said, has been “un-|0f What he termed Particl-\a “direct order of the Prosi
fairly branded as being: guilty.”|larized” subpoenas for classi- dent.
Mr. Liddy is one of five de- f_led documents '_chat could shed Bsfruch s t6 Petar ‘
fendants accused of conspiracy|light on the motives of the men nstructions to Petersen
in the burglary of the office of|involved in the break-in on . The attorney noted that P res-{
Dr. Daniel Ellsberg’s former|Sept. 3, 1971, at the office of|ident Nixon said on April 29,
psychiatrist. Dr, Lewis Fielding. The break the evening before he released|

Judge Gesell said that the|in was staged by the plum- edited transcripts of some key|
[President’s statement posed ‘“a|bers during on investigation of White House tapes, that dur-|
difficult problem” and indicated | Dr. Ellsberg, who has aid that Ing a conversation on April 15,|
he would rule later on the re-|he provided the press with the 1973, he had told Mr. Petersen|
‘Iques‘t. ' Pentagon papers, an account “‘to make clear not only to Mr.|
' The judge also ordered de-|of United States involvement|Liddy but to'ever:ybody _that
‘fense and prosecution attorneys|in Vietnam, . . - Gveryone in this case is to
to appear in Federal District| The judge, in what defense|talk and tell the truth.”
Court at 2 P.M. tomorrow, when |attorneys considered a signifi-| According to a_ transcript of
the White House is expected to|cant gain, agreed Tuesday to|that speech, the President had,
reply to two subpoenas for the|permit the defendants to file|also  offered to personally,
personal files of Charles W.|their specific Subpoenas for/meet with Mr. Liddy’s lawyer:
Colson and John D. Ehrlichman|classified material next week.[t0 assure him that I wanted
two other defendants in the Relevance of Request le%y” to talk and to tell the
case, who like Mr. Liddy, are . truth.

After a hearing on the rele-

: : ides: At 11 P.M. on April 15, 1973,
former White House aides ' vance of the request, Judge Ge-|Mr. Maroulis told the court,
Subpoenas Issued :

sell said, he would decide he received a_telephone call,

4 mm"wh_en William H. Merrill, a

:Wel‘l as hand-written notes of there might be grounds for im-
Presidential meetings, were|mediate dismissal. .« meet personally with him. ;
issued late yesterday. by ‘Judge| The White House refused to| “The chief of the Criminal!
Gesell .in- the trial involying. the say. whether it would turn|Division took it upon’ himself,”
White House = security force over the personal materials|Mr. Maroulis said, “to com-
Known as the “plumbers.” subpoenaed by Mr. Ehrlichman municate something . different
Judge' Gesell madeit clear;|and Mr. Colson. than the President told him to.”
however, that noncompliance|- “Those subpoenas are being Judge Gesell seemed troubled
or lack of full compliance with reviewed and will be addressed by Mr. Maroulis’s statement.
the subpoenas for personal files|at the proper time,” said Gerald| ~“He presents to me a pic-
would not lead to an immediate|L. Warren, the White House|ture of possible gross inter-
clash. deputy press secretary. interference” by Mr. Petersen,
He nodded his agreement| If the White House does balk, the judge said.

the President was willing  to,




