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The Growmg Certamty

For the first time, during the last'
week, it has become downright diffi-
cult to see how President Nixon can
escape impeachment and conviction.
This is not because of the President’s
flat rejection of the House ;Judiciary
Committee’s latest hatch of subpoenas.
It is mainly because the wild card
in the impeachment game has now

* turned out to be a major trump-on the
“side of the President’s removal from
office. :

The wild card, as frequently pointed
out in this space, was the Democratic
" special counsel of the House Judiciary
~€ommittee; -John- Doar. Most - conspicu-
ously, Mr. Doar is not the sort of man
who would seek any President’s im-
- peachment for reasons of current fash-
~ion or mere personal distaste or cheap
partisanship.

- ‘Any practical person must perceive
that partisanship, fashion and the per-
sonal distaste the President tends to
inspire have contributed. enormously
to the drive to remove Richard M.
Nixon from. the White House, Being
immune—even hostile—to these  fac-
tors in the impeachment drive, Mr.
Doar remained a wild card as long as
his own views were also unknown.
- In addition, most of the facts in
John Doar’s possession were also . un-
known except at second hand. Thus
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there was always the clear possibility
that he would take a position resem- .
bling the first reaction to the:pub-
lished White House tape transcripts by
one of the key Democratlc leaders of. .

the House:

“You may be convmced a President
is a (four letter word). You.may have
tapes showing that he’s a (four letter
word); but by God, you can’t impeach
him for being a (four letter word)!”

The White House loyalists had even
built fairly high hopes on the possibil-
ity that Mr. Doar would take this kind
of position. If he had done so, more-
over, it is extremely doubtful whether
the House Judiciary Committee would
have reported favorably on the:. Presi-
dent’s impeachment—for the Demo-
cratic special counsel has handled him-
self in a way to acquire immense au-
thority within the committee that: he
serves. ‘

Now, however, a great, qulte unre--

ported event of the last week has sadly. ' -

dashed the former hopes of the White
House loyalists. In brief, the whole
thrust and tendency of the special
counsel’s presentation to the Judiciary
Committee have shown that John Doar
favors impeachment. Furthermore, it
is now pretty clear that he favors im-
peachment on the harsh grounds of
presidential criminality.
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of Impe‘aich’ment

It would ‘be s111y, here, to. tr

. sess the rights and wrongs of £
tion that Mr. Doar is now: de
before the: Judiciary Com i
_ also needless ta: detail the

of -the final " ‘pay-off to" H
with all its 1mphcat10ns [o! ob rucétion
of “justice.

It is neither needless nor silly,
méanwhile; to stress the practical facts.
First, special counsel Doar’s presenta-
‘tion has been’ ‘50 careful that it has
‘not yet offered real grounds for chal-
lenge by the President’s lawyer James
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: dramatic upset the chain of political

! logie fiow leads ifto the future by a se-

¢ scribe. To begin

I

ries of hard links that are easy to de-
with, if Mr. Doar

. comes down hard for impeachment on

D. St. Clair. Second, however;. even at .

this early stage, the odds are: heavy

that this Doar presentation will con- -

tinue to develop in a manner more and
more ominous for the Pre31dent

‘ Nothmg is sure in this world, of
course. One can imagine; for 1nstance
that Mr. St. Clair, will® upset. three
quarters of the applecarts in Washing-
ton by showing this:or thaf key anti-
:Ni%on witness has been taking .cash
from partisan sources: host11e 1o the
W'l“lte House. After such a. show1ng
the rest of the ‘evidence would ‘hardly
matter.

But barmng such an unexpected and

criminal grounds, ,the odds are\very

. heavy that a larg" bl ‘artlsan mammty
Hunt, recommend criminal impeachment to
; the House. If the judiciary committee:
. makes this kind of report, the odds are

again’ very- heavy:that.a:large bi-parti--

© san ma]orlty of the whole House will
. send a bill of impeachment to the Sen-
i ate? Finallydfia billofl Tmpeachment q =
. criminal “gmu:nds‘" d

sent besthe ISens:

in: Congress ‘But:the mainthing is: that
uniess ;the President- can -find. _some..
_ way wholly unforeseeahle, to bre kzthe
* hard chain of poht1ca1 loglc he. must
eventually resign or expect the worst




