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RICHARD G. KLEINDIENST
- . « subject to inquiries

}
| gard to Kleindienst’s status as

Not Seen

By John P, MacKenzie
Washington Post Staff Writer

American Bar Association
President”Chesterfield Smith
said yesterday he does not ex- |
pect former Attorney General
Richard G. Kleindienst to be
disbarred or removed from
the ABA because of the guilty
plea he entered last week in a
eriminal case,

ABA expulsion procedures
are rarely used against a mem-
ber as long as he remains li-
¢ensed to practice law, Cmith

. 8aid. . 1
"“And I can’t imagine any
facts that would lead to dis.|
barment,” Smith said in a
meeting with newsmen. He

" 'was in Washington for a meet-

ing of the ABA Board ofi"Gov-_
ernors.

jand $1,000 fine at his sentenc-

. @erious enou

''vas said “no action is contem-

{ing ‘of national council repre-

on, is a misdemeanor for
rhich Kleindienst faces a
imum of a year in prison

ng next month.

A conviction for a felony
ould have brought automatic
sbarment in hoth jurisdic-
tions. The Arizona Supreme
Court and the D.C. Court of
Appeals each must decide
whether the misdemeanor is v
gh to warrant dis-

bharment.
"In addition io his ABA
.membership, Kieindienst has
seat in the ABA’s policy-
making House of Delegates as
the elected representative of
{the Federal Bar Association.

. FBA president Simon Tre-
plated at this time’ with re-

e association’s representa-
ve. Kleindienst was unavaila-
‘@i for commen.

*'Trevas ,said the subject of
Kleindienst’s status was not
-raised by’anyone last weekend
‘when.the FBA held its meet—r

‘sentatives from all over the

| United States. He said Klein.|

«dienst offered to resign a y.ear;‘

/liago, shortly after stepping
‘|| /down at Attorney General, but

the association overwhelm-
'ingly rejected the offer. ;
“He had a wonderful record
‘as president of this associa-
tion” for the year ending last
October, Trevas said. The FBA
has 14,000 lawyer members
currently or formerly in the
(federal service. )

Smith, one of the most out-
\spoken lawyers ever to head
the ABA said he was not ex-
.cusing. Kleindienst for mis-
'leading the Senate in his testi-
imony. But he said Klein-
‘dienst’s overall conduct in of-
fice included many factors
"Evarranting compassion hy
Jrosecutors and bar discipli-
nary groups. ‘
? Besides, .said Smith, “I like|
‘Him.”

Based on currently known
facts, Smith added, “I doubt:
that I would favor disbar-i
ment.” |

Kleindienst is subject to dis
ciplinary inq
his home state, and the Dis-
trict of- Columbia, where he,
currently practices law, fol-)
lowing his plea of guilty to-
refusing to provide evidence
to the Senate Judiciary Com:
mittee at his 1972 confirma:
tion hearing.

The crime, which centered
on Kleindienst’s denial that he
and President Nixon had dis-
cus\sed controversial Interna-|
tional Telephone and Tele-

uiries in Arizona, .

1 "»swearing, misrepresentation.

i In Arizonia, misdemeanors
Jead to disbarment if they in-
volve "“moral turpitude,” an
dlusive concept lawyers find
difficlut to explain.

{' Disbarment here is easier.
Phe D.C. Court of Appeals
must decide whether the
crime was “serious,” which in-
jludes whether it involved
#improper conduct as an attor-
néy, interference with the ad-
ministration of justice, false

ifraud” or one of several other
factors.

A&‘:‘TDisbarment\ in one jurisdie-
tion would have no effect in
the other.

graph Corp. antitrust litiga-



