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' BOSTON, May 22—The reli- .
‘gious superior of a Jesuit priest
who works in the White House
as an aide to President Nixon
said today that he would sum-
mon the Presidential assistant
back to Boston for “prayer”
and “reflection.”

The Rev. Richard T. Cleary, -

,|regional provincial of the Jes-
.|uit Fathers of New England,
said that he was “puzzled” as
to whether the Nixon aide, the
Rev. John J. McLaughlin, was
‘lliving up to his vows of pov-
JJerty and obedience.
Father Cleary said thdt he
|could find ‘“‘encouragement”
bit ‘no record that permission
had been given for Father Mc-
Laughlin to work in the White
House. Even if such permission
had been given, Father Cleary
said he was not sure it would
cover public statements.

Father McLaughlin recently
defended Mr. Nixon's use of
swear words, as revealed in
White House transcripts of Wa-
tergate -related conversations.

-
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He said that swearing some-. The Rev. John J. McLaughlin at news meeting in Chicago

times served as a release mech-*
anism.

lhe issued a ‘statement that said:

‘ Fathét Cleary said he ‘was| ‘I would like to state that
5not .calling Father McLaughlin Father McLaughlin does not
‘|“on the carpet.” speak officially in any way
“I will be asking him to take whatsoever for the church, the
‘la brief time away for prayer|Jesuit fathers or myself.
‘labout his situation and reflec-| “When he speaks, he does
tion with me,” Father Cleary|for himself alone. His opinions
said. - - |and interpretations of the moral

Father Cleary made his re-|law and points of view are en-
marks in a rare news confer-|tirely his own, and they should
ence today. Earlier in the day|be taken and evaluated as
such.”

In

Laughlin was told of , Father
Cleary’s statement and said, “I
don’t intend to speak for the
Church butfor the President.”

Father Cleary said at his
hews conference that he spoke
with Father McLaughlin in
Washington recently. He said
it was Father McLaughlin’s un-
derstanding that he had re-
ceived permission to work in
the White House. i

Father Cleary said he also
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