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Sald Not )
To Hurt

The release of the White
. Holise transcripts of Water.
- gate'discussions has had vir-
tually ng effect on President
Nixon’s : popularity rating
- with the . American publie,
according to two major pub-
lic opinion polls issued yes-
terday.

“Public  opinion analyst
George Gallup reported that
a survey made May 10
through 13 showed that 25
per cent of the public ap-
proves Mr. Nixon’s perform-
ance as President, a' drop of
only .one percentage point
from'A pril samplings.

- M Nixon’s job perform-
ance.. rating, - Gallup - re-
ported, has only fluctuated a
point.or two in 10 samplings
taken since January. .
wAnalyst Louis Harris re-
ported that a scientific sam-
pling taken May 7 through 8
gave Mr. Nixon a. 32 per
cent! positive rating on per-
formance of “his-job, a 1

point increase over March

anddA]

l‘s_

Nixon received less than ma.
Jority approval from ajf* o

‘The results of Both polls

seemed to reflect 'a measure !

of :sympathy from a hard.

‘core‘minority of the. Presi--

dent’s supporters, and some’

success “in” Mr. ‘Nixon’s at-
tempt to'carry hisg Water-
gate'defense to the Ameri-
can people, e

~.Desnite that apparent suc-
cess in stabilizing the rat-

|

inesy Harris concluded, Mr. |

Nixon “eould not now com-
mand anything close to a 51
ber'cent election majority.
“But, Harris' noted, under
the ‘rules of impeachment
all Mr. Nixon needs is. the
support of 34 per cent of-the

Senate. “Thus, he can afford
to lose ‘the support of a ma-

' jority, and if he retains the |

crucial minority . . . he will
remain in office,” the ana-
lyst said. Ak

. ' Harris said the key to the -

President’s maintaining a
job'‘rating of over 30 per
cent positive is hig contin-
ued high'standing with the
public on foreign policy
matters

‘When asked to rate Mr.
Nixon’s foreign policy
formance, 66 per cent
those questioned in Sy
gave a positive reaqf
That was an increase of th
points over February.

jor population. ‘groups, if-
cluding members of his awn

party.
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