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Nixon’s Letter
To Hill Panel
Refuses Tapes

Here is ¢ ’@f the
letter Presz’ sent
"yesterday to Chairman
Peter 'W. Rodino of the
House Judiciary Committee
in which he said he would
not comply with the panel’s
latest subpoems for addi-
tional presidential tapes and
portions of hz,g daily diary:

Dear Mr- Chairman:

This letter is in response
to two subpoenas of the
House of ‘Representatlveé
dated May 15, 1974, one call-
ing for the production of
tapes of additional presi-
dential =conversations and
the other calling for the pro-
duction of my daily diary
for extended periods of time
in 1972 and 1973. Neither
subpoena specifies in any
way the subject matters into
which the committee seeks
to inquire. I can only pre-
sume that the material
sought must be thought to
relate in some unspecified
way to what has generally
been known as “Watergate.”

On April 30, 1974, in re-
sponse t0. a subpoena of the
House  of Representatives
dated, April 11, 1974, I sub-
mitted transeripts not only
of all the recorded presiden-
tial conversations that took
place that were called for in
the subpoena, but also of a
number of additional pre-
sidential conversations that
had not been subpoenaed. I

- did this so that the record I
my knowledge and actions
in the Watergate matter
would be fully disclosed,.
once and for all.

Even while my response
to this original subpoena
was being prepared, on
April 19, 1974, my counsel
received a request from the
Judiciary Commiittee’s coun-
sel for the production of:
tapes of more than 140 addi-
tional presidential conversa-
tions — of which 76 were al-
ledged to relate to Water-
gate — together with a re-
quest for additional presi-
dential diaries for extended
periods of time in 1972 and
1973.

The subpoenas dated May
15 call for the tapes of the
first 11 of the conversations
that were requested on
April 19, and for all of the
diaries that were requested
on April 19. My counsel has
informed me that the inten-
tion of the .committee is to

also issue a series of subpoe-
nas covering all 76 of the
conversations requested on
April 19 that are thought to
relate to Watergate. It is oh-
Vvious that the subpoenaed
diaries are intended to be
used to identify even more
presidential econversations,
as a basis for yet additional
subpoenas.

Thus, it is clear that the
continued succession of de-
mands for additional presi-
dential’ conversations -has
become a never ending proc-
ess and that to continte pro-
viding these. conversations
in  response fo the con-

- stantly escalating' ‘requests

would constitute such a
massive invasion :into the
confidentiality of presiden-
tial conversations that the
institution of the presidency
would be fatally compro-
mised. .

The committee has the
full story of Watergate, in
so far as it relates to presi-
dential knowledge and presi-
dential actions. Production
of these additional conversa-
tions would merely prolong
the inquiry without yielding
significant additional - evi-
dence. More fundamentally,
continuing ad infinitum the
process of yielding up addi-
tional conversations in re-
sponse to an endless series
of demands would fatally
weaken this office not only
in this administration but
for future presidencies as
well. ‘

Accordingly, 1 respectful-
ly decline to produce the
tapes of presidential con-
versations and presidential
diaries referred to in your
request of April 19, 1974,
that are called for in part
in the subpoenas dated May
15, 1974, and those allegedly

"dealing with Watergate that

may be called for in such
further subpoenas as may
hereafter be issued.
However, I again remind
vou that if the committee,
desires further information
from me about any of these
conversations or other mat-
ters related to its inquiry, I
stand ready to answer, un-
der oath, pertinent, wrltten
1nterrogator1es and to be
interviewed under oath by
you and the ranking minor-
ity member at the-. Wh1te
House. ~ ’
Sincerely,

Richard Nixon




