
U
n
ited

 P
ress In

tern
atio

n
al 

Jam
es J. K

ilp
atrick

 an
d

 th
e P

resid
en

t in
 O

val O
ffice . . "

p
lain

ly in
 com

m
an

d
 of h

is situ
ation

"
 

N
eadent Tells Intervieiviie H

ell Fight A
ll the W

ay If Im
peached 

B
y L

ou C
annon 

W
ashington P

ost S
taff W

riter 
P

resid
en

t N
ix

o
n
 v

o
w

ed
 in

 
a W

h
ite H

o
u
se-in

itated
 in

- 
terv

iew
 p

u
b
lish

ed
 y

esterd
ay

 
to

 rem
ain

 in
 o

ffice an
d
 fig

h
t 

fo
r su

rv
iv

al in
 th

e S
en

ate if 
lie

 is im
p
e
a
c
h
e
d
 b

y
 th

e
 

H
ouse. 
In

 th
e in

terv
iew

 w
ith

 co
l-

u
m

n
ist Jam

es J. K
ilp

atrick
, 

th
e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t sa

id
 h

e
 h

a
d
 

g
iv

en
 "lo

n
g
 th

o
u
g
h
t" to

 th
e 

o
p
tio

n
 o

f resig
n
in

g
. B

u
t h

e 
sa

id
 h

e
 h

a
d
 d

isc
a
rd

e
d
 th

e
 

id
ea o

u
t o

f a co
n
v
ictio

n
 th

at 
th

e o
ffice o

f th
e p

resid
en

cy
 

w
o
u
ld

 b
e fatally

 w
eak

en
ed

 
if h

e q
u
it. 

K
ilp

atrick
 said

 th
e P

resi-
d
en

t w
as "p

lain
ly

 in
 co

m
-

m
an

d
 o

f h
is situ

atio
n
" an

d
 

c
o
n
v
in

c
e
d
 th

a
t h

e
 c

o
u
ld

 
b
o
th

 m
an

ag
e th

e affairs o
f 

th
e
 c

o
u
n
try

 a
n
d
 a

tte
n
d
 to

 
h
is o

w
n
 d

e
fe

n
se

 d
u
rin

g
 a

 
S

en
ate trial. B

u
t th

e co
lu

m
-

n
ist also

 o
b
serv

ed
 sig

n
s o

f 
d
eterio

ratio
n
. 

'T
o
 th

is o
b
serv

er," K
ilp

a-
trick

 w
ro

te, "it- seem
ed

 ev
i-

d
en

t th
at th

e P
resid

en
t h

as 
lo

st so
m

e
 o

f th
e
 e

d
g
e
 o

f 
sh

a
rp

 in
c
isiv

e
n
e
ss th

a
t h

e
 

ex
h
ib

ited
 a few

 y
ears ag

o
. 

H
is co

n
v
ersatio

n
 ten

d
s to

 
ru

n
 o

ff o
n
 ta

n
g
e
n
ts. A

 re
-

p
o
rter, stu

d
y
in

g
 h

is sh
o
rt-

h
an

d
 n

o
tes, fin

d
s th

em
 lit-

te
re

d
 w

ith
 b

ro
k
e
n
 se

n
-

ten
ces." 

A
t a

n
o
th

e
r p

o
in

t K
ilp

a
-

tric
k
 re

m
a
rk

e
d
 th

a
t M

r. 
N

ix
o
n
 "lo

o
k
e
d
 w

e
ll a

n
d
 

stro
n
g
" b

u
t also

 "lo
o
k
ed

 h
is 

fu
ll 6

0
 y

ears." In
 resp

o
n
se 

to
 a q

u
estio

n
, th

e P
resid

en
t 

sa
id

 h
e
 sle

e
p
s v

e
ry

 w
e
ll, 

ad
d
in

g
 "as w

ell as an
y
b
o
d
y
 

at th
is ag

e sleep
s." 

It w
a
s o

n
e o

f th
e ra

re  

p
erso

n
al in

terv
iew

s th
at M

r. 
N

ix
o
n
 h

as g
ran

ted
 an

d
 th

e 
first sin

c
e
 Ja

n
. 1

4
, 1

9
7
3
, 

w
as Jan

. 1
4
, 1

9
7
3
. w

h
en

 h
e 

w
h
en

 h
e m

et w
ith

 S
au

l P
ett 

o
f th

e A
sso

ciated
 P

ress. 
In

 th
at earlier in

terv
iew

 
M

r. N
ix

o
n
 stressed

 th
e im

-
p
o
rta

n
c
e
 o

f p
re

sid
e
n
tia

l 
c
o
m

m
a
n
d
 a

n
d
 sa

id
 o

f h
is 

su
b
o
rd

in
ates, "T

h
e lead

er 
h
as to

 w
h
ip

 th
em

. T
h
e team

 
g
o
e
s ju

st a
s fa

st a
s th

e
 

lead
er, as th

e q
u
arterb

ack
  

a
n
d
 th

e
 c

o
a
c
h
, a

n
d
 I a

m
 

both." 
T

h
e
 P

re
s
id

e
n
t a

ls
o
 

c
la

im
e
d
 th

e
n
 th

a
t h

e
 h

a
d
 

"n
ev

er h
ad

 a h
ead

ach
e in

 
m

y
 life

 a
n
d
 m

y
 sto

m
a
c
h
 

never bothers m
e." 

In the interview
 published 

y
e
ste

rd
a
y
 th

e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t 

b
lam

ed
 o

v
er-d

eleg
atio

n
 o

f 
au

th
o
rity

 to
 h

is aid
es as th

e 
"m

ajo
r erro

r" in
 h

is 1
9
7
2
 

c
a
m

p
a
ig

n
. H

e
 a

g
a
in

 d
is-

cu
ssed

 h
is- p

h
y
sical co

n
d
i- 

,tio
n
, sa

y
in

g
 th

a
t h

e
 h

a
d
 

p
ro

fited
 fro

m
 earlier crises 

an
d
 h

ad
 th

erefo
re b

een
 ab

le 
to

 su
rv

iv
e W

aterg
ate w

ith
-

o
u
t "tin

g
lin

g
 n

erv
es an

d
 a 

churning stom
ach." 

K
ilp

a
tric

k
, w

h
o
 in

te
r-

v
iew

ed
 th

e P
resid

en
t fo

r an
 

h
o
u
r an

d
 2

0
 m

in
u
tes T

u
es-

d
ay

 in
 th

e O
v
al O

ffice, left 
th

e sessio
n
 ap

p
aren

tly
 co

n
-

v
in

ced
 th

at M
r. N

ix
o
n
 d

o
es 

n
o
t in

ten
d
 to

 resig
n
. A

fter 
sa

y
in

g
 th

a
t th

e
 n

a
tio

n
's  

stren
g
th

 d
ep

en
d
s u

p
o
n
 sta-

b
le

 w
o
rld

 le
a
d
e
rsh

ip
, th

e
 

P
resid

en
t d

eclared
: 

"R
esig

n
atio

n
 o

r im
p
each

-
m

en
t w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e th
e trau

-
m

atic effect o
f d

estro
y
in

g
 

th
at sen

se o
f stab

ility
 an

d
 

lead
n
sh

ip
. A

n
d
 as far as th

is 
p
articu

lar P
resid

en
t is co

n
-

cern
ed

, I w
ill n

o
t b

e a p
arty

 
u
n
d
er an

y
 circu

m
stan

ces to
 

an
y
 actio

n
 w

h
ich

 w
o
u
ld

 set 
that kind of precedent." 

M
r. N

ix
o
n
 d

ism
issed

 th
e  

id
ea th

at h
e sh

o
u
ld

 tem
p
o
-

rarily
 step

 d
o
w

n
 u

n
d
er th

e 
2
5
th

 A
m

en
d
m

en
t p

en
d
in

g
 

th
e
 o

u
tc

o
m

e
 o

f a
 S

e
n
a
te

 
tria

l a
s a

 "ra
th

e
r fa

tu
o
u
s 

su
g
g
estio

n
" p

u
t fo

rw
ard

 b
y
 

p
eo

p
le w

h
o
 "d

o
 n

o
t k

n
o
w

 
w

h
a
t is g

o
in

g
 o

n
 in

 th
e
 

w
orld." 
If th

e H
o
u
se sh

o
u
ld

 v
o
te 

im
p
each

m
en

t, h
e said

, h
e 

w
o
u
ld

 a
c
c
e
p
t th

e
 v

e
rd

ic
t 

"w
ith

 g
o
o
d
 g

race" an
d
 p

ro
-

ceed
 to

 d
efen

d
 h

im
self in

 
th

e S
en

ate. 
"It w

o
u
ld

 b
e im

m
en

sely
 

tim
e-consum

ing, but I could 
d
o
 it, an

d
 I w

o
u
ld

 d
o
 it fo

r 
reaso

n
s th

at are n
o
t—

w
h
at 

do you call it—
those of a to-

read
o
r in

 th
e rin

g
, try

in
g
 to

 
p
ro

v
e h

im
self, b

u
t I w

o
u
ld

 
d
o
 it b

ecau
se I have given 

lo
n
g
 th

o
u
g
h
t to

 w
h
at is b

est 
fo

r th
e co

u
n
try

, o
u
r sy

stem
 

o
f g

o
v
ern

m
en

t an
d
 th

e co
n
-

stitu
tio

n
a
l p

ro
c
e
ss," M

r. 
N

ixon said. 
"I am

 a d
iscip

lin
ed

 m
an

, 
a
n
d
 y

o
u
 c

a
n
 b

e
 su

re
 th

a
t 

w
hat w

ould com
e first, even 

in
 su

ch
 a trial, w

o
u
ld

 b
e th

e 
b
u
sin

e
ss o

f th
is g

o
v
e
rn

-
m

en
t." 

R
esig

n
atio

n
 w

o
u
ld

 b
e an

 
u
n
w

ise
 p

re
c
e
d
e
n
t, M

r. 
N

ix
o
n
 in

sisted
, b

ecau
se fo

r-
eig

n
 p

o
licy

 in
 th

ese d
ay

s is 
m

ad
e b

y
 h

ead
s o

f state, n
o
t 

foreign m
inisters. T

he P
resi-

d
en

t said
 th

at if h
e left n

o
w

 
it w

o
u
ld

 b
e "m

o
re d

ifficu
lt 

fo
r fu

tu
re

 P
re

sid
e
n
ts 

to 
m

ake the tough decisions." 
"I h

av
e to

 b
e h

ere an
d
 I 

in
te

n
d
 to

 b
e
 h

e
re

,"
 M

r. 
N

ixon said. 
K

ilp
atrick

 said
 th

at M
r.  

N
ix

o
n
 reacted

 w
ith

 "q
u
iet 

g
o
o
d
 h

u
m

o
r" to

 q
u
estio

n
s _

 
ex

cep
t w

h
en

 h
e ask

ed
 h

im
 

w
h
eth

er h
e felt "b

etray
ed

" 
by associates w

ho had failed 
to keep him

 inform
ed. 

"I'm
 n

o
t g

o
in

g
 to

 in
d
u
lg

e 
in

 a co
n
v
ersatio

n
 w

ith
 y

o
u
 

or anybody else condem
ning 

m
en

 w
h
o
 h

av
e g

iv
en

 v
ery

 
g
reat serv

ice to
 th

is co
u
n
-

try," he said, his voice rising 
in

 an
g
er. 

D
eputy W

hite H
ouse press 

secretary
 G

erald
 L

. W
arren

 
c
o
n
firm

e
d
 th

a
t th

e
 P

re
si-

d
en

t rath
er th

an
 K

ilp
atrick

 
h
ad

 so
u
g
h
t th

e in
terv

iew
. 

A
sk

ed
 ab

o
u
t it at h

is d
aily

 
briefing, W

arren said: 
"T

h
e P

resid
en

t w
an

ted
 to

 
see M

r. K
ilpatrick." 

In
 th

e len
g
th

y
 in

terv
iew

, 
described by K

ilpatrick in a 
2
,5

0
0
-w

o
rd

 acco
u
n
t, M

r. 
N

ixon also disclosed that his 
d
ecisio

n
s to

 sen
d
 A

m
erican

 
tro

o
p
s in

to
 C

a
m

b
o
d
ia

 in
 

1970 and to resum
e bom

bing 
o
f H

an
o
i ju

st b
efo

re C
h
rist-

m
as, 1

9
7
2
, w

ere m
ad

e o
v
er 

the opposition of m
ost of h

is 
advisers. 

In
 retro

sp
ect M

r. N
ix

o
n
 

said
 th

at h
e, as w

ell as P
res-

id
en

ts K
en

n
ed

y
 an

d
 Jo

h
n
-

so
n
, h

ad
 m

ad
e a m

istak
e in

 
ta

p
in

g
 th

e
ir p

re
sid

e
n
tia

l 
co

n
v
ersatio

n
s. T

h
e P

resi-
d
en

t said
 h

e ex
p
ected

 th
at 

th
e rem

ain
in

g
 tap

es o
f h

is 
c
o
n
v
e
rsa

tio
n
s u

ltim
a
te

ly
 

w
o
u
ld

 w
in

d
 u

p
 in

 a p
resi 

d
en

tial lib
rary

 u
n
d
er g

u
id

e-
lin

es th
at w

o
u
ld

 p
ro

tect h
is 

fo
rm

er asso
ciates fro

m
 b

e-
in

g
 e

m
b
a
rra

sse
d
 in

 th
e
ir 

lifetim
es. 


