
gehronicle 

Tape ©f Sept. 15,1972 MAY 1 f; 1974 

Long Omission Reported 
Washington 

f- The tape recording o f 
President Nixon's Sept. 15, 

--),972, conversation with H. R. 
Haldeman and John W . 
Dean III, which was heard 

• yesterday by members of 
AO House Judiciary Com-
mittee, contains at least one 
long passage that does not 
appear in the edited White 
House transcript o f that 

' tape, according to a commit-
tee source. 

In the passage cited by the 
source, Mr. Nixon threatens 
io punish the Washington 

• Pilst and its attorney, Ed-
' ward Bennett Williams, and 

notes specifically that the 
Post owns television sta-
tions. 

There is the clear implica-
tion that he President hopes 
to take government action to 
deprive the Post of its televi-
sion licenses. 

The Post won a Pulitzer 
'prize last year for its many 

_ disclosures about the Water-
gate case and other scandals 
inthe Nixon administration. 

Reading from a copy of 
the transcript prepared by 
t h e impeachment inquiry 
staff, the source quoted Mr. 
Nixon as making the follow-
ing statement to Haldeman, 

• then his chief of staff, and 
Dean, then White House 

4  C cam sel : 
"The main thing is the 

Washington Post is going to 
have a damnable, damnable 
thing out of this one. They 
have a TV station, you 
know." 

The edited transcript of 
the conversation made pub- -
lie by the White House two 
weeks ago does not contain 
this quotation or anything 
resembling it. That tran-
script ends with the nota-
tion, "further conversation 
following unrelated to Wat-
ergate." 

The committee source also 
quoted passages not in the 
edited transcript that threa-
ten Williams. 

"I would not want to be in 
Edward Bennett William 's 
position after this one," the 
President was reported to 
have said. 

Later, speaSing of Wil-
liams, the President said, 
according to the source, "I  

think we're going to fix the 
son of a bitch." 

"Really, they're just open 
threatB," • t h e committe 
source remarked. 

In late 1972, two, groups 
with political connections to 
Mr. Nixon challenged the 
Post's television licenses in 
Jacksonville and Miami. 

The group thet filed a 
challenge with the Federal 
Communications Co m m i s-
sion to obtain the license for 
WJXT in Jacksonville is 
headed by George Champion 
Jr., who was finance chair-
man in Florida for Mr. Nix-
on's 1972 campaign. 

The group that challenged 
the license for WPLG in Mi-
ami included the law part-
ners o f former Senate 
George A. Smathers, a Dem-
ocrat who introduced Mr. 
Nixon to his friend, Charles 
G. Rebozo, and Edward N. 
Claughan, a Republican who 
lent . his Coral Gables home 
to former vice president Spi-
ro T. Agnew during the 1972 
republican national conven-
tion. 

The challenges are still 
pending before the FCC. 

While t he  discussions 
about the Post and Williams 
do not appear in the publicly  

released transcripts, there is 
a statement in these tran-
scripts in which the Presi-
dent ordered Dean to keep 
notes of the Administration's 
political enemies so that ac-
tion can be taken against 
them after thee lection. 

The statement reads as 
follows: "I want the most 
•compre" hensive notes on 
all those whe tried to do us 
in. They didn't have to do it. 
If we had had a very close 
election and they were play-
ing the other side, I would 
understand this No—they 
were doing this quite delib-
erately, and they are asking 
for it and they are going to 
get it. 

"We have not used the 
power in this first four years 
as you know. We have never 
used it We have not used 
the bureau and we have not 
used the Justice Depart-
ment, but things are going 
to change now. And they are 
either going to do it right or 
go." 

(T lie  Washington Post, 
which also published the sto-
ry of the newly revealed 
portion of this White House 
conversation, received this 
reaction last night from 
White House press secretary 
Ronald Ziegler: (He called 
the leak of the transcript "a 
total breach of the rules of 
the committee as set forth 
by the chairman and vice 
chairman in their opening 
statement a n d absolutely 
contrary to the suggestion 
that the House committee 
was involved in a fair and 
d isciplined proceeding." 

(Ziegler said that, • a 1-
though he waB not familiar 
with discussions relating to 
the Washington Post. "The 
Washington Post has not and 
in reality is not facing any 
threats from the administra-
tion." 

I find it unusual that 
the _first attempt to reach 
the White House by the 
Washington Post wes a t 
10:5:0 p.m. — close to an 
hour after the first edition 
was locked into printe— and 
that we were not given the 
coartesty to comment on 
thiststory before the first 
edition of the Post was pub-
lished," Ziegler added.) 
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