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TRANSGRIPT VALID,
| WHITE HOUSE SAYS

Defends’,, Varied Versions of
‘Nixon and Petersen Talk

By PHILIP SHABECOFF

Special to The New York Times 1
WASHINGTON, May 14—The;
White House admitted -today'
that differing versionsiof the,
same conversation had appeare
in its edited Watergate tran-
script, but reiterated its asser-
tion that the transcript gave the
full substance of the tape rec-
ordings from which they were
taken. . . 5B

At a White House news. brief-
ing today, the deputy press sec.:
retary, Gerald L. Warren, was.
asked about the two versions 'of;
a conversation between. Presi-.
dent Nixon and Assistant At-:
torney General Henry E: Peter-
sen on April 16, 1973. The two
versions, which appear on ad-
jacent pages in the transcript:
released by the White House on .
April 30, contain significant dif-
ferences'in words and phrases.

Mr. Warren said that while
transcribing the tape recording
White House secretaries had
gone “‘over and over the:variou
portions:.of the transcripts to|.
pull out:all the words possible
. . . What apparently happened|
is that one of the revisions was
just added onto one of the ear-
lier versions,” in the transcript
released two weeks ago.

‘Stibstance Is There’

The spokesman contended,
however, that “the substance of
the tapes is there.” )

He also said that the full

tape recordings of eight “key”
Watergate conversations had
been turned over to the special
Watergate prosecutor’s office
and to the Houe Judiciary :
Committee and that there had
‘been no’ complaints of any ma-
ljor discrepancies between' the
tapes ‘and the transcripts.
| Mr. Warren pointed out‘that
[the President had invited' the
chairmait and ranking Republi-
can on'-the House committee
to listen to the tapes if they
so desired. : A

Questioners at the bjriefing
asked ‘if the discrepancies on
the Nixon-Peterson conversa-
tion bore out complaints by
some members of Congress that
the transcripts were inadequate
in conveying accurately the
contents of the tape. Mr. War-
ren insitsed that the transcripts
were adequate. :

“I think it’s obvious that the
Itranseripts provide a ‘kgreat
amount of evidence,” he said

The committee had . sub-
:poenaed the tgpe recordings of
more than 40 White House con-
versations as part of its im-
peachment inquiry, Mr, Nixon;
declined to release the tapes
but’instead provided the tran-'
scripts, which cover only 31
}of the, conversations sought in

the subpoena.

The committee, in a partisan,
Ivote, declared that the tran-;
scripts failed to meet the re-!
quirements of the subpoena. !
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