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recheck rthese things; there 
-ate,  a wide variety of theta. 

Q. Are you doing that? 
A. No, I haven't had any 

pinpointed so •that I can;  and 
I don't know who it pis, I 
don't know the identity, and 
yet the persistence — and I 
must say that they are some-
what reducing in level of ex-
tremity over the past few 
days. They began with some ' 
of the most outrageous lan-
guage you have :ever :  heard, 
and 10 Me say that Tye 
listened carefully. There are 
words that can't be heard on 
the tapes, but I'm satisfied 
that there is not even a con-
text in which this type of 
thing could logically appear 
without being totally out of 
context. 

where the allegations are in 
the tapes, the specific tapes 
and the specific passages." 

"I don't know who it 'is," 
he added. "I don't know the 
identity, and yet the perils-
tence . . ." 

"I've listened carefully," he 
said. "There are words that 
can't be heard on the tapes, 
but I'm satisfied that there is 
not even" a context in which 
this tape of things could logic-
ally appear without being to-
tally out of context." 

Athough his . denial \,'of the 
published report was absolute, 
Mr. Buzhardt noted that be-
cause the reporters involved 
were unable to say specifically 
where the alleged remarks 
were on the tapes, he had not 
been able to review the spe-
cific recordings before issuing 
his blanket 	yesterday to 
The Times. 

-Before publishing its account 
today, The Times interviewed 
a number of Mr. Nixon's former 
aides and advisers who all 
acknowledged that, as one for-
mer aide said," he was pretty 
rough that way"—that is, in 
terms of racial or religious 
epithets. 

`Could Mean Nothing' 
"You could reach one or two 

conclusions about it," one for-
mer high-level official • said. 
"First, all of those remarks 
could mean nothing. Second, 

you could say that his preju-
dices 'were 'entity -matched 
among every group so> that it 
all balanced out." ,z. 

As As Mr, Buzhardt noted to-
day, rumors abiiiit Mr.' Nixon's 
private langulge haVe been cir-
culating.. in ,!vikashington since 
the White Honse releasq of the 
edited transcripts twos weeks de. Those transcripts included 
hundreds of deleted portions, 
marked by parentheses enclos-
ing the words "expletive de-
leted" or "characterization de-
leted." 

In answer to other questions 
during today's interview, Mr. 
Buzhardt said that President 
Nixon had decided not to yield 
any more Watergate tapes be-
cause of 'his desire "to protect 
the confidentiality of Presiden-
tial discussions. 

"He believes it is essential to 
the function of the office of 
the Presidencit," her' added.. 

gie akPlamed the release ..of 
the edited transcrips;khowever, 
by stating it was done "in order 

to achieve a public undprstand-
ing that the reason for exerting 
the exe,cutive privilege and the 
toroteCtion of the confidentiality 
was not a matter' of hiding 
something that the President 
has said?! 

BROADCAST EXCERPTS 
Q. Well, let me ask you 

this — in all of these tapes 
that you have . listened to, 
have you never beard the 
President of the ' United 
States use what might be in-
terpreted as an ethnic slur? 

MR. BUZHARDT: I have 
heard nothing that I would 
consider an ethnic slur 
and let me say this,- ford a 
number of days now we have 
been literally besieged by ru-
mors that there were ethnic 
slurs in the tapes; some lan-
guage that I wouldn't even 
think of repeating here or in 
private has been suggested 
as being on the tapes, and I 
find it just totally unbeliev-
able. There have been fabri-
cations; there have been at-
tempts to portray remarks 
that are on the tapes as ra-
cial slurs when they -are not. 

Lou know, it's dear that a 
concerted campaign has been 
made to cause these to . be 
publicized, and this is one 
of the problems that bothers 
many of _Us. Dbviously,I this 
type of material is not 'rele-
vant to the question of 
whether the President has 
committed treason or bribery, 
or other high crimes apd  
demeanors; and I can only 
assume that these, what • I 
can only characterize as ma-
licious and vicious attempts, 
are attempts to poison the - 
public mind against the Presi-
dent by any means, fair or foul. 

• Racial Slurs 
Q..Sin,ce the subject has 

[-come up, let me press you 
on it just a bit. You said 
there have been attempts to 
characterize, and I missed a 
word in here, remarks that 
are on the tape as racial slurs: 
Now, are some of these re-
marks that are on the tape 
remarks which refer, slurring 
or otherwise, to ethnic back-
grounds — so-and-so is an 
Italian, io-and-so is a Jew—
are they remarks that make 
thnic reference? 

A. I never remember the 
word Jew. I do remember the 
ward Jewish being used, but 
certainly is no slurring— 

Q. Italian? A. No, I've 
never heard the word Italian. 

Q. Or wop? A. No. 
Q. Any other reference be-

sides Jewish? A. I don't re-
call specifically. Somebody 
may have said Somebody 
was Polish. 

Behind the Campaign 
"Who do you think might 

be hign what you call—I be-
lieve you said a concerted 
or effort to poison the pub-
lic? 

A. I do not know, 'but I 
must say—I don't know be-
cause reporters do not re-
veal their sources. Neither 
do they reveal to us where 
the allegations say they are 
in the tapes, the specific 
tapes and the specific. pas-
sages. Obviously I would 

make an effort to go back and 
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Effort 'to Poison Public Mind' 

NYTimes By SEYMOUR M. HERSH MA
Y 1 - 3 Special to The New York Times , In^ 	1914 

WASHINGTON, May 12 -- J. 
Fred Buzhardt.' Jr.,' the White! 
House counsel, declared today' 
that the nublication of some 
of President Nixon's priyately 
spoken reportedly ethnic_refer-
ences Was part of a "con reed 
campaign . .• . to poison,Fthe 
mblic mind against the 'T.resi-
dent by any means, fair or 
foul." 

Appearing on the CBS tele-
vision program "Face the Na-
tion," Mr. Buzhardt said he had 
listened to nearly 40 White 
House tapes and added, "I have 
heard nothing that I would con-
sider an ethnic slur. 

Pressed on that point, he said 
he did not "remember the word 
Jew" being used by: Mr. Nixon 
on those tapes. "I do remem-
ber ,the word Jewish being 
used," he added, but not in a 
slurring manner. 

Asked whether , there were 
any other references on ,the 
tapes, the ,White .  House attor-
ney said, "I don't recall specifi.: 
cally. Somebody may have said 
somebody was Polish." 

The, New York Times re-
ported: today. thqt President 
Nixon is supposed to have de-
picted some members of the 
Securities and Exchange Corn-
misSion as "Jew boys" and also 
referred to Federal.  Judge John 
J. Sirica as a "wop" during a 
March 20, 1973, conversation 
with John W. Dean 3d, then the 
White House counsel. 

Comment on Jews Reported 
Citing sources with +direct 

knowledge of the President's 
comments, The Times also re-
ported that Mr. Nixon had 
on two other occasions made 
disparaging comments about 
"Jews."  

In a statement released yes-
terday by the White House, Mr. 
Buzhardt denied that' the White 
House tapes contained "racial 
slurs" and said The Times's 
reference to the use of the term 
"Jew boys" was a fabrication. 

The White House counsel 
went further during the televi-
sion interview this afternoon. 

"It's clear," he said, "that a 
concerted campaign has been 
made-Td-talise, these to-be pub-
hazed, and this is one of the 
problems that bothers many of 
us." 

"Obviously, this type of ma-
terial is not relevant to the 
question of whether the Presi-
dent has committed treason or 
bribery, or otheer' high crimes 
and misdemeanors, and I can 
only assumes  that these, what I 
can only characterize as mali-
cicks and vicious attemPts; are 
attempts to poison the publiC 
mind against the President by 
any means, fair or foul." 

Where On the Tapes 
Asked who he tholight was 

behind' the campaign: he men-
tioned, Mr. Buzhardt said: "I 
don't know because reporters 
do not reveal their sources. 
Neither do they reveal to us 


