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Speaking before an Ameri-
can University graduating 
Class, Connecticut Sen. LoWell 
Weicker said yesterday he has 
been "hard-nosed" about 
Watergate because he is "not 
going to see 200 years of deeds 
by men and women at their 
best, taken off the shelves of 
history, piled into mounds, 
and burned." 

Weicker, a Republican mem-
ber of the Senate Watergate 
Committee, told the graduates  

of ACT's College of Public Af 
fairs that the "greatest dan-
ger" of Watergate is that 
"conceived in an ignorant apa-
thy of the electorate, executed 
in semiconscious apathy . . -
it will be forgotten in an 
apathy of total knowledge. 
That kind of voting booth 
acquittal America cannot 
America cannot stand," he 
said. 

Weicker has been one of the 
Watergate committee's more 
outspoken members and one 
of the committee's harshest 
critics of the White House. 

Little of what Weicker told 
those attending the commenc-
ment dxcercises at the Wash-
ington -Hebrew Congregation 
Temple, at Massachusetts Ave-
nue and Macomb Street NW, 
was new, but the audience 
didn't Seem to mind. 

"1 am deeply concerned that 
with Watergate hot even con-
cluded, the American people 
in their anticipation of some 
new scandal, or in their preoc-
cupation with the guilt or in-
nocence of individuals, are 
forgetting matters of overrid-
ing importance that have been 
made known, are indisputable 
fact and which could over-
whelm a democracy," Weicker 
warned. 

"Specifically, I refer to the 
fact of those institutions o 
government that have been 
smeared and defaced, almost 
beyond recognition by a hand-
ful of constitutional delin-
quents. What took 200 years to 
build nearly came down in the 
quest for four more (years)," 
he told the applauding audi-
ence. 
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