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Ford Says,"
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Fx,.,

W@n’t Sink

o By Bo Bycrc

Suecv al to The Washineton Post

LOLLEGT‘ STATION,
Tex.; May 11 — Vice Presi-
dent Ford declared today
that the government i
Washington “isn’t about' to
sink.” .

Ford also made clear, as

hethas in the past twoxdays,
that he has not been attack-

mg President Nixon during . +-

Mr. Nixon's troubles arising
from the Watergate scan_dal
and release of the: edited

White House tape - tran-
scripts. . Y
{ dnstead, the Vice' Presi:

de}:t 'aug,rzcrmd that ‘Con-

" gngss should be sure oftthe
fabts before it takes any ac-
il in against Mr. Nixon.

st@ered " his anti-impeach-
g’ém canipaign to ancther
wuthwestern state and was
s@xﬂduled to -deliver the
mpncemont address #to-
bht at Oklahoma State
w\@l%i.'& in Stillwater. -

ord mea}\,n“ at ‘com-
encement  exercises  for
ngarly 2,000 graduating stu-

Bnts at Texas A & M Uni-
v isity, used an anecdote

&

about Texas frontmsmgn

Davy Crockett to convey gn-

agparent warning to Con-
SS.
4T leave vou with t

of a well-known cc
Gﬁﬁsman who left Washwﬁg

idience of 10,000.
%‘Be sure you're nghi Er

 “<And then go ahead.””
s a matter of - fact -

ith ~me pack to
<Be: suréfyou're
5o ahedd.’ ”

y ) A4, Col 1
FO 5 Bréin A1

Ford thok® advantage of
the presence of Rep. Olin
JTeague, popular congress-
‘man from the College Sta-
tion District, to appeal for a
nonpartisan : spirit ‘of " devo- ;
tion to'the natioral mterest i
during the lmg chmenu
proceedings. .

-He linked Teag
ocra,t with M1

helped"
him greatly'when' he arrived:
on the Washington scene as

quoted Crockett as say-

eanwhile, the President .

giand came to Tekas a
" L time ago,” Gﬂlﬂ told an

a“freshman Representauve
in 1949.
“I cam’t think of any ’tWO

Amerxcagsﬁ, ho, have done
‘:more in myflifetimetito fur-
ther  the:
rather nonpartxsan§ ¥

" sustaining - America’s pOSi-

tionfof strength and: 1eader-
sh1p in -the free world

blpartlsan " or

Ha can or Demacratlc, or from

whatevel quarter ;. Sthe
threats appeared,” "%.Fdr.’d
said: et

“I hope and pray that we

can contmue to sustain that

kmd of devotion to the na-
: -interest through any
‘polifieal storms and strug-
‘ O'Iees that might lie ahead p

The crowd, jammed into

the gohseum at this
onented 98year-old
sztyk‘ gave Ford fre uent
applause, cheers and T@ugh-
ter. i ¢

One; of the heartlest re-
,spons?s came when he ;refer-
red to his speech oj last
Thursday at Eastern linois

University. Ford had said -

there * that Watergate “has
caused “en erosion of ‘eonfi-
dence in our federal govern-

-ment that I believe has |
vreached crisis proportlons 2

Sispeech was |

about cprru,tj on’'in govern- |
‘ment

Coolg £ y well as in
Wash g&% @ ﬁ_ o
. Cook County, long donru

nated by Demoerats,  has -

been repeatedly involved in
scandals and: corruption.
- Ford said news stories

! was maki
sharpest ‘attack to”
the President and try"fﬂg to
line' miyself  up with those
whp :ge trying to jump off
- 0us ship: of state without ex-
actly saying so.”

Therice President did
“notdirectly declare that in-
terpretation erroneous, but
he'implied it was maccu

- He said. he told President
‘Nixon quring their Iczrig talk
Fmiay morni

W
~ tinue to be aboutas xgood as
concerned and conscientious

wlnch happens in .

his .,—.‘Illinms_ speech. .
R my .

working as the . oundmg Fa-

thers intended, thhout any

“atorial district Rep lican
- convention in Houstol

ot

 “petter

-Wrongdomg in. the
ib

riot or repressmn and, most
. P

gd the President

ST was gomg o ’try again at

Texas A&M, where Im con-
fident ‘there are more “doers
than booers,”

les- from Aggie  cadets:
Ford took.-a ‘slap st the

'. Démocratic-controlled Con-
' gress for restricting militar y:

aid to South Vietnam/'

importantly Withot as yet.
seriously “ Wi i our
strength. at"" home* and
- abroad.”

“This .Congress; by major- :

ity of “both houses, - has
forced -our country. - to et
down a small, brave ally,
fighting alone now for sur-
vival,” Ford saJd

He added that Whﬂe ‘this

was only a smgle stlaw in
the -wind, he is “very tearful

that it may well be a s1crn .

of the times.”
ater the Vice Pr e51dent
fdressed the 17th state sen-

stressed that while gYater
gate'is “unbelievable,” it “is
not the issue in 1974, No
person involved in Water
gate is on the ballot in any
state. on the Re ubhcan

“We can be proud ;ot the
fact ‘that those being
charged are beinghandled
in the courts and some al-

. ready have been convicted.
. We are gomg ﬂuough a sxm-

w“ithe Congress
AR
concerhmg‘ He" Pre"sident "
Fordy - warned, ‘I don’t
think “we should féﬁ“ '
moral indignation overtake

¥

: the pohtlcal process.”, . :
Most of the Vice' Pr esi-

dent’s speech .was devoted

to praising. Mr -Nixonis: for:.
Lieign pohcy, which he. sald :
than [that:of] any "

Préesident of the United

_ States,” and his New Fed-
: erahsm domestic policy. He'
again said he helieves:the
President is innocent of any
Vater-

o §
this year, they will have a
“legislative dictatorship.”

cand’

said *Ford., o
< drawing appreciative wlus’c- ks



