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By Jon Margxoli:s/and Harry Kelly
Chicago Tribune

WASHINGTON — House impeachment mvesfigator
reportedly are building a case against Presiden It Nixon
based ;on interference with an official mves‘ugatlon a
charg? they regard as being easier to prove than obstruc-
tion o Justlce y.,k

In this connection, they already have questlo e“d Feder-
al Judge William Matthew Byrne Jr. of Los Angeles and
Assistanf U.S. Attorney Henry Petersen, and they will talk
to former Attorney General Elliot Richardson thingeek.

The sources said Nixon may have violated'two laws
against interfering with investigations and that the tran-
scripts he released seem to provide substantial evidence.

One law prohibits interference in an investigation gen-
erally, the sources said. The other specificalg outlaws
lying to a federal investigator. ]

The strongest case against the President -has been
thought to be conspiracy to obstruct justice as a result of ¢
_his discussion of paying hush money to Watergate bulglar
E. Howard Hunt.

But the sources close to the 1nqu1rv pomted out that
conspiracy charges are vague and often hard w*prove The
other laws are more premse they said.

The sources did not prov1de specific title and chapter
numbers of the laws in question. One of the statutes they
maﬁbe referring to is section 1510 of TFitle 18 of the U.S.
Code, which sta @hat‘someone has commltt-ed a crime
who- “‘wilfully endeavors by means of bribery, misrepresen-
tation, and intimidation . . . T prevent’
the communication of information relating to g violation of
any criminal statute . . . to a criminal investigator.”

The law defines a “‘criminal investigator’..as anyone
authorlzed by any “department agency or armed force” to

tlce Department sources observed h fvever that
this statute was designed to protect witnesses against re-
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