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A Pre-Watergate 
Tape Is Wanted 

Washington 

The House Judiciary dom-
mittee plans to subpoena the 
tape of a pre-Watergate 
White House meeting to see 
if President Nixon had- ad-
vance knowledge*If the plan 
to bug Democrtkti  c head- 
quarters. 	# • - 

The tape of( the Ap41 4, 
1972, meeting; which the 
White House has 'refused to 
deliver, is needed to plilg a 
gap in the evidence relating 
to that question, one of the 
allegations under investiga-
tion in the conamittee's: im-
peachment inquiry. 

The meeting between "Ir. 
Nixon, his former chief of 
staff, H. R. Halsleman:,  and 
former Attorney General 
John Mitchell took place 
four days after Mr. Nixon's 
re-election campaign aides 
allegedly, had approvqd a 
plan for electronic 
lance of the Democrati:.  

The President has stated 
repeatedly that he first 
learned of the involvemept of 
his aides in the Watergate 
break-in nearly a year later, 

' on March 21, 1973. 
!r' The missing link i the 

c h a in of evidence being 
presented to the committee 
was pointed out Thursday by 
chief counsel John boar, 
who said he will request a 
subpoena at the committee's 

next business session. r 

The tape is one of 76 elealp 
ing with 'Watergate that the 
committee requested Pa s t 
April 19. Earlier this week, 
the White House said no 
more Watergate rnaterial 
would be surrendered. 

The April 4 tape;: assumes 
importance becaude of the 
testimony of. Jeb Stuart Ma-
gruder, former deputy direc-
tor of Mr. Nixon's re-
election campaign commit-
teei. v;rho, has pleadedlinity 
to a charge of obstructing 
justice. 

Magruder said the plan to 
bug 11/1,ixon's political op-
ponenti and •the Democratic 
national headquarters was 
approved March 30, 1972, 
and that Haldeman's chief 
aide, cordon Strachan, was 
so informed in a memoran-
dum. 

Strachan, who is awaiting 
trial on charges of conspira-
cy and'. obstruction of jus-
tice, has testified he Men-
tioned-, the plan in a paper 
prepared for Haldeman to 
use in a meeting with Mitch-
ell just before both gimen 
went in to see Mr. 1\lkon. 
The President met alone 
with Haldeman a bit later. 

Haldeman testified that 
the political campaign was 
disarksed at the meeting 
but at his notes show no 
mention of the bugging plan. 
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