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WILLIAM F. BUCKLEY JR. AND E. HOWARD HUNT

Hunt cited John Dean’s ‘inexperience’ as the problem

i
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Milwaukee

Convicted Watergate con-
spirator E. Howard Hunt de-
nied yesterday that he ever
tried to blackmail President
Nixomn.

Hunt, who was in Milwau-
kee for a faping of the public
television show “Firing
Line”” with long-time friend
William- F. Buckley Jr., said
his requests for $120,000
from the Nixon administra-
tion were not on the-condi-
tion that he maintain silence

- about the  Watergate
break-in.

Hunt said former presi-
dential counsel John W.
Dean III’s characterization
of the request as a demand
for hush money was ‘“a total

misperception on his part.””

Tried

lunt Denies He
lackmeisl

Hunt said the White House
saw the request for money,
made from the prison where
Hunt was serving a sentance
for the Watergate break-in,
as blackmail because of
Dean’s “youth and inexpe-
rience.”

Hunt insisted, however,
that he requested the money
only to. cover his legal fees
and to provide for his fami-
ly for up to two years while
he was in prison.

The former CIA agent said
there is a worldwide unwrit-
ten agreement between un-
dercover agents and their
governments that the fami-
lies of agents killed or cap-
tured in the line of duty will
be ‘compensated. -

Hunt said that Dean’s in-
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terpretation of the request
for money as blackmail al-
lowed the "President to put
Hunt in the role of an ad-
ministration scapegoat.

Hunt said he took no per-
sonal affront in descriptions
of the Watergate burglars as
‘“jackasses” in the White
House transcripts because
the President was speaking
impersonally at the time.

Hunt, 54, was sentenced to
2%-8 years after pleading
guilty to the break-in. He
was freed early this year
pending appeal.

The program is scheduled
for broadcast tomorrow on
the Public Broadcasting Sys-
tem.
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