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So min Opening of Process 

By William .Greider 
Washington Poet Staff Writer 

Historians will note that 
the formal process began on 
May • 9, a gray day when 
light spring rain dampened 
the capital city and an omi-
nous political thunder 
threatened the presidency 
of Richard M. Nixon. 

The ceremonial beginning 
lacked dramatic substance. 
The House Committee on 
the Judiciary, 38 men and 
women, all lawyers, started 
their investigation of the 
President with an appropri-
ate medley of public solem-
nities. But their genuine 
work began in private ses-
sion, their first serious con-
sideration of the evidence 
for impeachment.' 

That formal hearing made 
the day historic, yet it was 
upstaged by an intangilbe 
drama unfolding in Wash-
ington, •a gathering atmos-
phere of crisis for the em-
battled President. Old politi-
cal friends obliquely ex- 
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that endorsed the man in all 
three of his presidential 
campaigns. 

So does the Chicago Trib-
une, the traditional voice of 
Midwestern Republicanism. 
The Tribune played a piv-
otal role in the nation's only 
other presidential impeach-
ment when it reluctantly 
_concluded in 1868 that Presi-
dent 'Andrew Johnson's ten-
ure must end. 

Republican 	politicians 
( were less direct about it, but 

if you. read their statements 
betv,eeen the lines the way 
Washington usually does, 
the message was even more 
menacing to Mr. Nixon's fu-
ture. Rep_ John Anderson, 
chirman of the House Re-
publican Conference, an-
nounced that the country 
would benefit from a speedy 
'resignation, a heretical pro-
nouncement that would 
have been denounced as 
party treason a few short 
weeks ago. 

Rep. John Rhodes, the Re-
publican floor leader in the 
House, was less direct, yet 
more shocking because of 
his prominence. His sugges- , 
tion was that the President 
should .start' thinking about 
resignation: 

And Rhodes' statement 
was eclipsed by Vice Presi-
dent Gerald Ford, the man 
who will ascend to the high-
"est office in the land if Mr. 
Nixon steps aside or is re-
moved. 

Ford attacked the White 
House's handling of the 
celebrated Oval Office tape 
recordings, which are the 
most intriguing evidence in 
the case Ford's speech did 
not include his usual, dis-
claimer on the President's 
innocence, an omission that 
seems more ominous than 
anything he said. 

The rank atmOshpere ,of 
White House cynicism con-
veyed by the tape tran-
scripts deepens public dis-
trust of all government, 
Ford told an Illinois audi-
ence. "That is why I am 
speaking frankly on the sub-
ject, perhaps more so than 

isome of my colleagues 
might wish." 

At the , White House end 
of PennSylvania Avenue, 
however, the President's 
public spokesmen were pre-
tending that none of these 
matters had any signifi-
cance. The President, they 
said, was busy yesterday be-
ing President. He met with"  
congressional leaders for• 
two hours to discuss the 
economy. He met with the 
National Commission for In-
dustrial Peace. He met with 
some veterans. He met with 
a group of citizens from 
Monroe, Lam, who declared 
their continuing support for 
him. 

"Let me restate what I 
thought I made clear yester-
day," said Gerald L. Warren, 
the President's deputy press 
secretary. "The President 
has every intention to-com-
plete the work of his admin-
istration." 

Those confident state-. 
ments notwithstanding, the 
widespread feeling in Wash-
ington, as the House com-
mittee formally began its 
deliberations, was that Mr. 
Nixon's boldest gamble had 
backfired. The public re-
lease last week of the 1,254-
page transcript of White 
House conversations on 
Watergate produced a gen-
eral revulsion, not just 

pressed their own pessisism 
about his future. Other long-
standing allies reluctantly 
urged him to give up the 
fight now and spare the na-
tion the constitutional ag-
ony that lies ahead. 

"This is a very tough col-
umn for me • to write," pub-
lisher William Randolph 
Hearst Jr. began, "but 
events this week make it im-
perative. The essence—or 
lead, as we say in the news-
paper business — is that 
President Nixon has made it 
impossible for me„to con-
tinue believing what he 
claims about himself in the 
Watergate mess." 

The Hearst newsPaper 
chain was among the most 
loyal to Mr. Nixon. Now its 
editor-in-chief wants him to 
resign. 

So does the Omaha World-
Herald, another stalwart 
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among his liberal enemies, 
but also among his conserva-
tive friends. 

James J. Kilpatrick, the 
conservative columnist, told 
a Stanford, Calif., audience: 
"The terrible dismayed 
truth was that my President 
emerges from these pages 
like the image of all the 
shabby second-rate 'PR Men 
who swarm around Washing-
ton. The shabby little press.  
agents who don't make it to 
the first rank, who area al-
ways promoting, and this 
was my President." 

Thus, while the edited 
transcripts leave the House 
Judiciary (Committee with a 
variety of arguable ques-
tions on whether Mr. Nixon 
is guilty of this or that, the 
rough tone of 'these private 
conversations seems to have 
dent's public case rather 
than helped it, as he and his 
aides had predicted. 

Under the TV kleig lights, 
the Judiciary Committee 
members assembled with a 
studied decorum, pretending 
that none of those reverber-
ations would affect their de-
liberations on the evidence. 
The nation got its first thor-
ough introduction to this 
group yesterday via a brief 
live broadcast on network 
TV of the committee's open-
ing formalities. 

The committee's emphasis 
on creating an aura of sober 
and judicious inquiry is pro-
foundly different from the 
only other precedent in 
American history, the 1868 
impeachment of Johnsmi. 
Then, radical Republicans 
who dominated the House 
Judiciary Committee were 
so zealous for impeachment 
that they dug up all sorts of 
unsubstantiated and slan-
derous gossip to bolster 
their case. 

Consciuos of that bitter 
1868 trauma, the Democratic 
leadership this time has 
been eager to create a dif-
ferent •a t rn ospher e—de-
tached and orderly. They in-
sist on •proceeding in their 
regular committee room, a 
chamber with pale green 
wall's and a mamoth federal 
eagle on, the wall, staring 
down at the curved dais 
where the members sit. 
The room is far tog small to 
permit much public attend 
ance, once half the seats.are 
taken,  by =news people and 
the other half by friends 
and associates of the 38' com-
mittee members. 

The Jersey accent of 
Chairman Peter W. Rodino, 
a Democrat from Newark, 
yielded politely to the flat 
Midwestern twang of Rep. 
Edward Hutchinson from St. 
Joseph, Mich., the ranking 
Republican. 

"I don't need to , stress 
again the importance of our 
undertaking and the wisdom, 
decency and principle which 
we must bring to it," said 
Rodin:" ''We understand our 
high constitutional responsi-
bility." 

Hutchinson was equally ,  
grave., "In view of the 
enormity of the responsibil-

i ty cast upon us," he said, "I 
trust that in the days and 
weeks ahe6c1 each, of us will, 
according to the) dictates of 
his own conscience, seek the 
guidance of the Divine Prov- 
idence which can be with us 
all and be everywhere for 
good, and which has so 
blessed this nation and its 
people throughout our his-
tory." 

The President's lawyer,  

James D. St. Clair, and two 
of St. Clair's aides were also 
present and in an agreeable 
mood. "To listen and ob-
serve—period," St. Clair ex-
plained. 

St. Clair offered reporters 
the confident, prediction of 
an experienced trial lawyer: 
"The President will not be 
impeached. The House of 
Representatives will not im-
peach." 

The chairman yielded to 
the mellifluous Boston Irish 
accent of Rep. Harold D. Do- 
nohue, a former trolley-car 
conductor who, at 72, is the 
oldest committee member. 
Donohue never says Inuch 
in public, but yesterday he 
read aloud the motion to 
close the initial meetings be-
cause the evidence "may 
tend to defame, degrade or 
incriminate." 

A few other Democrats 
Spoke briefly against closed 
meetings, but the squable 
wasn't serious. The mem- 
bers voted, 31 to,  6, to com- 
ply with -their chairman's 
wishes. Then the reporters 
and other spectators 'were 
excused and the committee 
members began listening to 
their chief counsel, John 
Doar, in private. 

The case will be heard by 
an assembly of unfamous 
people, who are perhaps 
slightly more liberal in com- 
position than the House of 
Repesentatives as a whole, 
but generally typical of the 
men and women who get 
elected to Congress. 

A couple of former prose-
cutors, a former state attor- 
ney general, a law professor 
and priest, a judge and four 
former FBI( men. Three of 
them are blacks, two are 
women. 

None of them, according 
to the curbstone estimates 
of contemporary Washing-
ton, is a giant of American 
historY. Yet history is touch-
ing them and they 'seem to 
feel its weight. 

Are they detached grand 
jurors sifting through the 
evidence for indictment? Or 
are they politicians listening 
to that thunder of public 
opinion outside the commit-
tee room? 

The general assumption is 
that they are both. Of those 
38 people are remembered 
at all in history, it will be 
for • the way they answer 
these questions in the weeks 
ahead. 
Bolling tried to get a re-

corded vote on whether there 
should be a secret ballot, but a 
"misunderstanding" by Cau-
cus chairman Olin- Teague (D- 
Tex.) and a House parliamen-
tarian moved the proceedings 
along to a vote on the resolu- 
tion. 	 f 

House Republican Confer-
ence chairman John Anderson 
(Ill.) blasted the. Democrats 
for killing the ieforms and 
promised that Republicans 
would make a campaign issue 
of the Matter. 

"A great majority of Repub-
licans recognize the loss of 
confidence not only in the 
President but • in the Con-
gress," he said, and "these 
basic reforms were needed to' 

irestore that confidence. It's 
evident it was the Democratic 
patty that killed those reforms 
and that they are not the 
party of reform in Congress." 

Republican leaders had en-
dorsed the reforms, which 
benefited ,the minority party 
by insuring them one-third of 
the committee staffs. 


