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robed µ  on issing $50,000 
By Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein 

Washington Post Staff Writers 

The Senate Watergate committee 
has obtained testimony alleging that 
$50,000 in cash, given by a food chain 
executive to Charles G. (Bebe) Rebozo 
as a secret contribution to President 
Nixon's re-election effort, never reach-
ed the President's campaign committee 
as intended, according to infofmed 
sources. , 

Rebozo has acknowledged in sworn 
testimony that he received an envelope 
containing $50,000, the sourcesE said. 
He contends that he turned the money 
over to Frederick C. LaRue, a Nixon 
campaign official who has pleaded 
guilty to obstructing justice in the 
Watergate case. 

LaRue, however, has testified in a 
closed - door session that he did not 

-receive- the .inoneyAd, in the words 
of"pnelouree4los = 04  him, he can 
say?for sure that he knows positorfely 

that he did not get the money . 4t, 
According to independent sources, 

investigators for the Senate committee 
have been unable to find any record 
that the $50,000 was received by the 
President's campaign committee. 

The sources reported that investiga-
tors now are seeking to find out 
whether circumstances surrounding the 
$50,000 contribution represent a pat-
tern in which Rebozo, never officially 
a fund raiser for the Nixon campaign, 
collected secret cash contributions that 
may4  never have been used for cam-
paign purposes.. 

Another contribution they are in-
vestigating, the sources said, involves 
$100,000 in cash that Rebo-zo received 

arrl an -emissary of billionaire How- 
 Rebozb testified that he 

keptrthat $100,000 ina0afe deposit Ilox 
for three years and then returned it 
But President Nixon's personal lawyer.  
Herbert W. Kalmbach, has testified 
that Rebozo told hini portions of the 
$100,000 were either lent or givereto 
the President's secretary, Rose Mary 
Woods, and Mr. Nixon's brother, F. 
Donald Nixon. 

Senate investigators are attempting 
to determine what happened to the 
newly discovered $50,000—allegedly 
given to Rebozo by A. D. Davis, vice 
chairman of the Winn-Dixie Corp. a 
food chain headquartered in Jackson-
ville, Fla. 
4ccording, to Rebozo's testimony 

about the $50,000, he• received the 
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money from Davis several 
days before a new campaign 
finance law took, effect on 
April 7, 1972. The transac-
tion, which did not haVe to 
be reported publicly under 
the then-current campaign 
finance statutes, took place 
in a saloon, according to 
the sources. 

Both Davis and Rebozo 
have testified that the 

money was intended as a 
campaign contribution, the 
sources' said. 	' 

However, the Senate in 
vestigators believe they 
have a complete record of 
secret' contributions - re-
ceived during the perii,d in 
question—none of which 
shows evidence that the ,Da-
vis Money reached the 
Nixon`campaign, the sources 
said. 

Rebozo and his attorney 
William S. Frates were in 
Washington yesterday ap-
pearing before the Senate 
Watergate committee. They 
and Davis and LaRue could 
not be reached for comment 
yesterday. 

A source familiar with the 
invesitgation said that Re-
bozo may have given a 
lesser amount of campaign 
cash to LaRue six months 
after the April, 1972, trans-
action. 

"But there is nothing to 
explain the whereabouts of 
the Davis $50,000," the 
source said. 	, 

Another sourceobserved; 
The Davis $50,000 puts Re-
bozo right in the middle 
again. And there is, checking 
that should be. done into 
others who may have given 
in the same way ..." 

Accordingly, the Senate 
committeehas issued sirb-
poenasforRebozo's finan-

cial records and documenta-
tion of other transactions. 

Frates, the lawyer for Re-
bozo, filed a lawsuit yester- 

day 
	 - , 

 in an attempt quash , 
the subpoenas req. 

4.t 
g Re-

bozo to produce an pch in-
formation in his possession. 
Late yesterday, however, 

Reb oz oandthe co in mittee 
reportedly reached a settle-
ment on the subpoena ques-
tion, with 'Rebozo agreeing 
'to turn over most of the rec-
ords sought by the commit-
tee. 

Senate investigators have 
• been intensively examining 
the $100,000 Hughes contri-
bution for six months, and 
according to several senior 
committee sources, have ob-
tained a vast amount of con-
tradictory testimony about 
its'purpose and ultimate tis- 

. I* position.' 	 '4t4 

Meanwhile, a source close 
to the White House said re-
cently that President Nixon 
hi elf might have "a legal 
problem" concerning he 
$100,009 from Hughes.,  ghe 
source declined to ela m ew ate 
on'the nature of th egal 
• ficulty. 

he same source''Paaid that 
the White House has been 
involved in attempts to 

• 

thwa4 the Senate commit-
tee illigatigation. 

"In,. the old days they'd 
use the word, 'stonewall," 
the source said. "That's the 
effect in any case, sure, and 
there has never been a 
stonewall (erected at the 
White House) without a rea-
son" 

The 	reference 	to 
"stonewall" is a term used 
by the President's former 
top aides and on occasion 
the President himself, ac 
cording to the edited White 
House transcripts released 
last week. It means to erect 
a barrier or prevent disclo-
sure. 

Senate committee invest-
igators have received testi-
mony concerning Mr. Nixon 
in the tangled $100,000 
transaction. 

Richard G. Danner the 
executive in the Hughes fi-
nancial empire who deliv-
ered th,e $100,000 to Rebozo 
in two installments in 1969 
and 1970, has testified that 
Mr. Nixon was present at a 
1968 meeting during which a 
request was made for a con! 
tribution from Hughes. 

In 1973 when the Internal 
Revenue Service began in-
vestigating Rebozo's roleqn 
receiving the $100,000, 'Re-
bozo sought the advice of 
Kalmbach, Mr. Nixon's per-
sonal attorney. 

According too several 
sources, KalmbaCh has testi-
fied 

 
 he was told' by Rebozo 

that Mr. Nixon personally 
suggested Rebozo get a legal 
opinion from Kalmbach 
about how to handle inquiries 
concerning the $100,000..- 

A subsequent Kalmbach-
Rebozo meeting took place 
at the White House on April 
30, 1973, the date of a Anajor 
overhaul of the 4Vhite 
House staff. (That day the 
President accepted the res-
ignations of top aides' H.R. 
Haldeman and John D.!Ehrl-
ichman and fired John W. 
Dean III.) 

Kalmbach has testified 
that at hat meeting Rehozo 
informed him that sone of 
the money had gone to Niss 
Woods and Monad Nixon. 
Both Miss Woods and Don-
ald Nixon have denied' re-
ceiving any money from,  Re-

' bozo. 
Kalmbach reporedly ttld 

Rebozo at the meetings that 
the RS should be old he fu 
st 	of What happened to 

100,000. 

	

thin weeks of 	Re- 
boz -Kalmbach meeting, Re-
bozo—apparently ,5gjecting 
Kalmbach's advice—sought-
advice from another lawyer,  

tax attorney Kenneh W. 
Gttinill of jphiladelphia. 

Gemmill who has been 
one of the chief advisers to 
the President on tax mat-
ters, • recommended return-
ing the $100,000. He appar-
ently was t old by Rebozo 
that it was kept in a safe de-
poSit box and not, touched 
for three years. 

The President next ap-
pears in the story about 
May 20 1973, when he met 
with Rebozo and Danner at 
Camp David. The day be-
fore, Rebozo had unsuccess-
fully tried to persuade Dan-
ner to take back the 'money, 
the sources said, and then 
urged him to see Mr.- Nixon. 

However,1 DainiWRebozo 
and spokesmenitir the Pres-
ident have all said that the 

$100,000 	 ,- was 
not -discussed at the Camp 

- David meeting.0,:,  
The Presider next fig-

ures in the chain of, events 
on Oct. 18, 1973-:--two days 
before Mr. Nixon ordered 
the firing of special Water-
gate prosecutor Archibald 
Cox. 

On that day and itit the 
President's direction' White 
House chief of staff , Alexan-
der M. Haig Jr. called Attor-
ney 'General Elliot Richard-
son to complain about. Cox's 
investigation of Rebozo, the '  
sources said. Last week 
Haig invoked executive priv-
ilege before the Senate com-
mittee and refnsed to tes-
tify. 

The sources said Haig's ' 
call to Richardson occurred 
on the morning of the' same 
day Rebozo was informed by 
an IRS agent in Florida that` 
Cox had subpoenaed Rebo-
zo's tax records. 

Senate committee attor-
neys reportedly are trying 
to determine if Rebozo com-
plained to the President 
about the, investigation, and 
one source has said that in-
vestigators believe the 'Cox 
probe of Rebozo's taxes may 
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have been a factor in the de-
cision to fire Cox. 

Six days after the firing 
of Cox, the President—at a 
press conference on Oct. 26 
—supported Rebozo's state-
ments and action on the 
$100,000. 

"Now with regard to Mr. 
Rebozo," the President said 
in answer to a question, "let 
me say that he showed, I 
think, very good judgment 
in doing what he did. He li•e-
ceived a contribution. He 
was prepared to turn it over 
to the finance chairman 
when the finance chairman 
was; appointed. 

"But in that interlude, af-
ter he received the contribu-
tion, and before the fief rice 
chaiinian was appoint v'the 
Mites company, as you all 
kno,, , had an internal fight 
of massive proportions, and 
he felt that such a contribu-
tion to thd campaign might 
prove to be embarassing. 

"And I would say that any 
individual, and particularly 
a,banker who would have a 
contribution of $100,000 and 
not touch it—because it was 
turned back in exactly the 
form it was.z.eceived—I think 
that is a ,petty good indica 
tion that he is a, totally hon. 
est man, which he is." 

By James K. W. Atherton-4nm Washington Post 
Charles (Bebe) Rebozo arrive at committee hearing. 


