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Aides Say
President
ToStayOn

By Carroll Kilpatrick

Washington Post Staff Writer

With Republican demands
for resignation on the rise,"
the White House “empha-
sized again yesterd‘éy that
Pre51dent Nixon is’ deter
mined to stay in offlce what-
ever party leaders and oth-
ers may say.

Press secretary Ronald L.
Ziegler spoke of the Presi-
dent’s “mood of determina-
tion,” and communications
dlrector Ken W. Clawson
said that the President is
not ; omg to qu1t “even if
hell freezes over.”

Yet among lower-echelon
White House aides there is
much less certainty that the
President can much_longer
withstand, the onslaught
against him, magnified as it
has been since publication .
of the edited tapes tran-
scmpts last week.

The White House staff-
seem to be divided into two .
groups on the issue of
resignation: the small group
that sees the President ex--
presses absolute confidence:
that” he will never Tesigny
the larger group that has al-.
most no personal contact
with 'President - wonders -
how he can much longer.
withstand the pressures. %

.One long:time assistant,
acknowledgmg that the situ-:
ation is serious, said nev
theless that' “we knew this~
would be a rough, time: Crit-’
icisms:/ from -the! Chicago-
Tribune-and Omaha World-
Herald hurt. But we' are
hopeful that as things settle’

See PRESIDENT, AI3, Col.

".Hugh Scott (R-Pa.),

‘portray “shabby, immoral
s perfonmances »

_leadershlp meeting.

‘meet with reporters follow-

Leismy

President has every inten.

-tion t6 complete the work of

his admmlstratlon He 1s

" termined to remain in offwg
" despite the discussions by. |
-some and attacks by other

. . He feels he has a person
and constitutional responm—

< bility to defend the offlce of
‘the President.”

On Capitol Hill, Rep. Bar-

.“ber 'Conable (RNY) said

the White House staff keeps
‘circulating 'among congres-

; sional Republicans” seeking
- reassurances from us” that

Mr. Nixon will not be im-
peached, &

“They asked what the

" tone was on the Hill and the

answer they got
‘tough’ vid Conable said.’
lSemateo Minority

Leader -
who%dar- i
herwt"h:s week said the tapes

sat beside
Mr.  Nixon at yesrterdgy S

But Scott declin ' to

ing-the meeting, as he usu-
ally does, pleading the
of other busmless

Senate Minority W1h1p -

Robert Griffin (R-Mich, ) said

that the meeting as
“completely devoted to. the
economic situation” d

that Watergate was not

cussed nor was there anV i
reference to Scott’s crm-

House' Mmomt Whlp Les-
Iie C. Arends (R-II1) said it

Escnn ot iaait

Ei

_ comment on the transcripts
“besfore the House ,iId1c1ary

the time comes.”

“I'm not one who thi
it’s time for panic,” Ar
said. “I'm certainly not go-

ing to tell the Pre51dent to

reSIgn—-no ]
As one indication of the

Pre51 nt’s ' determiniation

to ‘fight on, Dean ch,

counselor to the Pres1dent
issued a lengthy reply to the
Chicago Tmbune attack.
“What emerges *from
these transcripts is a Presi-

dent searchmg dlhgen y for i

the  truth in Watergate,

Burch said. “What Rlchard
Nixon did was right .
President responde,d to
emerging internal cirsis in
the manner of any man at

' the pinnacle of leadership.”

Burch acknowledged that
“the reality of the tran-

scripts grates’ against the

revered American ideal of
the presidency,” but he said
that Mr. Nixon “lives in the
real world of tough, practl-

- cal decisions.”

“Regrettably, the Ch,}gago
Tribune’s editorial decision
is based on about 33 hours

! of conversatmn, part of an

‘estimated 15,000 hours of

. The .

presidential dehberatlon on .

foreign and domestic poli-
¢y,” Burch said,

He asked whether the

Tribune would be “so ready
to desert an old friend” if it.

could read transcripts on

the ending of the Vletnam,

war, building a stmnger
world peace, d1rect1ng ego-
tiations in the Middle, East
and opening dialogues with
Peking and- Moscow

at’. ’
and a courageous Amemcan
President,” Burch said.




