F Smcingi'rong Talk on Scandal

L4

‘ Clucago

Vice Presulent Geralq R.
Ford told a university audi-
ence yesterday that nuumer-
ous- disclosures of ‘‘corrup-
tion,  malfeasance and
wrongdoing”’ at the highest
levels of the federal ‘gov-
ernment ‘were-““‘hammer
blows to the confidence the
American people have

- placed in their government.”

In what was cofistruéd by

.some as the vice president’s

harshest’ griticism: yet of the
Nixon admnustx:atlon F‘o‘rd1
said “a grave 51tuat10n” ex-

isted ' in * the cyovernment
_caused by “a continuous se-
ries -of revelations and re-
ports of corruption, malfeas-.
ance and wrongdding iin-the
- federal government, not the
least of which is the sorry
mess which carries the label
of Watergate.”

“We have seen charge and
counter-charge, indictments,
confessions, convietions in-

volving some of;. i;lae,ghighest
officials,” Fordtold an early
morning" gathemng at East-
ern Illinois University in
Charleston, IlI.

The plethora of scandalous
disclosures he said, has

“created a diminished eonfi-
dence in our pubhc officials,
basic distrust of ‘chelr mo-
tives.” 3

“Laater, at a press confer-
ence in yihicago, -the vice
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president took a motre molli-
fying tone. toward the Nixon
administration) "¢
what some observers who,
have traveled with him ex-
-tensively call his “tight rope
act” in which he will strong-
ly criticize . the administra-
tion in one place only to

temper his remarks in an-

other. - ;
After: delivering a speech

to a convention of computer |
experts here on theneed for
preselvmg mchvxdual priva- .

cy, the viee president head-

ed for the University of Chi- .

cago’s Center for Continuing
Educqmon where “he met

In. response to a questmn

1

he said that he hadread the
transcrlpts of Mr. Nixzon’s
tapes in-detail- and that I
believe the overwhelmmg
weight of the evidence” of
the transcripts as well as in-
formation he said he had
from other unspecified
sources ‘‘convinces me the
President ‘is mot guilty
of an impeachable offense.”

“In:my opinion, the Presi-
dent, I hope, will survive be-
cause I think he’s innocent,”
Ford: sald R

The vice president arrived
in Clucaﬁo on a day when
the staunchly Repubhcan
Chicago Tribune editorially
called for Mr. Nixon’s resig-
nation or impeachment be—

cause of -a reading of the

transcripts showed “‘the pri-
vate man amd we are ap-
palled.”

Asked whether the news-
paper’s position, as well as
recent strong criticism from
promment Republicans
meant that it was time for
the President “to leave” of-
fice, Ford said: “I can’t
‘pass judgment.”

He added: “I believe the -

constitiitional “process ought
to conhnue in the Congress.
I do r;ot believe the Presi-
dent should resign.”

In his speech at Eastern
Illinois University, Ford al-
luded to the excisions in the
White House tape {tran-
scripts saying: “While it
may be easy to delete char-
acterization from the print-
ed page, we cannot delete
charaeterization from.peo-

ple’s minds with a wave of /

the hand.”

He was asked to ainplify
on these and other earlier

comments at the press con- -

ference. )
“What I was saying was

you can’t take words in the

transcript and get the total
atmosphere.” he said. “You
have to be in the room. Yeu
have to get the atmosphere.”

Referring to some of the
language ‘in the transeripts,
he said he knew from “per-
sonal experience” that ““in

‘many instances there have -
.been some pretty frank dis-

cussions in the Oval Office,”
during other adrmmlstra-
tions. "

Asked whether a fuller un- !
derstanding of “the atmos--
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phere’” might emerge from
the President’s ¥ 1v1n<>r the -
House Judiciary omml’me
the actual tape recordmos
Ford replied that the Juchm-
ary committee as well as
Senator Sam Ervin's com-
mittee ‘‘have had 19 of these
tapes for several months.
They have a great store-
hotise of information.”

It-was his understanding,
thé vice president contifued,
that ‘“the other tapes have
many areas that don’t'have
.any relevancy at all,” to the
impeachment inquiry.

Has the President been
“enfeebled” by Watergate
and by the strong negative
reaction of leading Republi-
cans to the transcript’s con-
tents he was asked.

“L. haven't seen any evi-
dence that the ‘President
has lost any of his clout in
his handling of foreign af-
faiirs ” Ford said. “At home
Ly don’t see any erosion of his
capablhty to work in the ex-
ecution of the laws of the
country.”

Paul Miltich, Ford’s press
aide on the Illinois trip,
was asked if the vice presi-
dent’s first speech of the day
atvEastern Illinols Universi-
ty *had been discussed, ei-
ther ‘before or after its deliv-
ery; with the White House.

“No, he has not discussed
it with anybody at the White
House,” Miltich replied.”
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VICE PRESIDENT FORD IN CHICAGO

e grinned at one of his introductions



