leon May
_Give In on
1 Subpoena

Washington

President Nixon backed
down yesterday from his op-
position to the Watergate
special prosecutor’s sub-
- poena for tapes and records
of 64 White House conversa-.

“tions by indicating through

_- his_lawyers_that he is.willing—

¢ to reach an ‘‘accommoda-
v tion”” with the prosecution.

' His lawyers also won a
‘five-day delay in the legal

-..proceedings -over the sub-

.poena that, until yesterday,

__had _been shaping up_as an-

other major battle in_ the
courts.

The House Judiciary Com-
mittee has also served a
subpoena on the President

- for 42 \Vatergate-related con-
- versations.

L.ast week Mr. Nixon’s at-
lorneys had asked the U.S.

-“—Drvtrmt—(jourt—hereto‘qim—sh—

- the special prosecutm s sub-
‘poena “‘in Its entirety.” and

—-__had strongly hinted-that-the -

-~ President. ~was- willing to

.. take the .matter to the Su-

- preme Court if the lower

= court rejected the request.

- -Yesterday morning, how-

~ ever, White House lawyers.
.met at their own request
 with lawyers- for the special

-—prosécutor to discuss ways -
" of déali‘ng' with the sub- -

~" poena.- '
..~ Both 51des then advised
US ‘District Judge John .J.
Sirica of the meeting and
asked for a five-day delay.

<

Sirica granted the request

" vesterday afternoon, after

meeting .at the Federal

"~ Court House with Leon Ja-
--worski.
" cutor,
"Clair, the President’'s chiefl
" defense counsel.

the special prose-
-and James D. St

In the subpoena proceed-

 ings, Sirica postponed the’
- ‘date ‘on which Jaworski

‘must respond to the Presi-

" -dent’s motion to quash from
" today until Friday, and re-
" . scheduled arguments on the
" subpoena from tomorrow to
~"Monday. :

" And in a.short statement

- ‘Jater to reporters, a state-
“~ment approved by all par-
sties, Sirica implied that the
- President is considering not
“just: an accommodation or
‘compromise response to the
_subpoena but instead. actual
: comphance

o “The
% granted for the purpose of
& facilitating discussions lead-
W -ing to possible compliance
% -With- the subpoena,” Sir--

continuance was
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The sudden reversal in
White House policy came-in
the wake afmdespreadvneg- :
ative public reaction: to
President Nixon’s release
last ‘week of edited tran-
sonpts of various Water-
gate-related White House
conversanons ‘

The Gallup Poll reported
Slatunday that “Mr. Nixon’s -
televised speech last Mon-
day mght — in which he an-
nounced the release of the
transcripts — had a nega-
tive effect. According to the
po]l,& the speech left 32 per
cent of the people ;who
watched it or read . about it!
with a less favorable opin-
ion of the President than
they ' had previously had,
and’ only 17 per cent with a
more favorable 1mpresswn

The : Pre51dent’ | neW
starice also came after Ja_t-
worski’s office made
clear that the prosecutlson
would not drop its subpoena.
in the face of the Presud 'nt’

gardmg the relevance'ofth
material that Jaworskl ‘hady
subpoenaed i,-;;»

That testimony, some le-*"
gal observers said. yester-
day, could make public still
more damaging evidence.

The prosecution subpoena
was dssued at the order of -
the #court after - Jaworski
contended that he needed
"the. materials £61 use in the
trial in the Watergate cover--.
up case.

Of the 64 conversatlons :
all but one are between Mr.
leon and one or ‘more of
four of his former top aides:
John W. ‘Dean III, H. R.
Haldeman, John D.-Ehrlich-
mau and Charles W. Colson.

The only exception is a
conversation among. several
of these aides in which Mr.
Nixon  apparently did not
parficipate. .3

J aworsk1 contends' that
each.of the subpoenaed ma-
terials -is necessary either to
ake the prosecutlon S
T, ‘because it-is-excul-
ry, to be turned over fo
one-or more defendants. :

Se.' Vi ral defendants joined
in the motion. One defend-
ant,” John N. Mitche,. filed
1ega1~ spapers yesterday op-
posing the President’s mo-
tion \to quash the subpoena.

Portlons of 20 of the 64
conversations covered by
the Jaworski subpoena were
incuded in the transcripts
that Mr. Nixon released last
Tuesday.

However, the White House
asked the court the following
day.to quash the en‘are sub-
poena. Mr. Nixon filed a
personal statement main-
taining that those comversa-
tions not yet released were
covered by executive privi-
lege.




His lawyers argued, in ad-
dition, that Jaworskihad not
shown that any ofilie mate-
rials were relevant or ad-
rmSSIble, and that he had
not*demonstrated an ade-
quate need for them..

Mr Nixon had said earlier
that the transcript he was
releasmg would -give the

In subsequent dlscussmns

the full story ‘of the '
il rtmns regard- :

with journalists, Mr. Nixon’s
attarney, St.  Clair; linked
the'release of the transecripts
with the President’s re-
sponse to the Jaworski sub-

- poena.

“We take the view,” St.
Clair said, “that ‘especially
now, siiice some 1200-0dd
pages of transcript’ have
been. made available, - that
clearly the pr osecutmn must
have. ;enough evidence to
proceed to try these cases.”
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