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Transcripts’ Disclosures of President’s Talks Cause

A Growing Sense of Horror Among House Members

Mgy ¢ 1974

@‘_____

By JOHN PIERSON and FRED ZIMMERMAN
Staff Reporters of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

WASHINGTON—President Nixon's, latest
campaign to turn Watergate ,arorun;d appears
to be a dud. . -

Members of the House — who one day
must vote on whether to impeach him—con-
tinued over the weekend to wade through
the 1,300 pages of transcribed Nixon conver-
sations that he has made public in lieu of
the tape recordings themselves. While Re-
publicans and some Democrats maintain it
is still too early fo tell whether the Presi-
dent committed impeachable offenses, there
is .a growing sense of horror over what even
the White House-edited trahscripts disclose
about Mr. Nixon.

Rep. Richardson Preyer, a moderate Demo-
crat from North Carolina.
“What’s missing from the transcripts is

William Steiger, a middle-of-the road Re-
publican from Wisconsin. ‘“There’s no place
where the staff or the President clearly
said: “This s morally, legally, ethically,
politically. or governmentally wrong,” he
added.

‘Nor does the public — Mr. Nixon's ulti-

|mate judge—appear to be any more im-

pressed than Congress with the President’s
public-relations blitz, which continued over
the weekend. According to a Gallup Poll of
694 adults, 429 of the people have a “less
favorable’ opinion of Mr. Nixon as a result
of developments of the past few days, while

.|only 17% have a ‘“‘more favorable’’ opinion.

(Some 35% have the same opinion while 6%
have none.) .

|Further Delay :

Perhaps the most the President can get
by. dumping so much material on Congress
and the public is further delay in the im-
peachment proceedings. One key House
staff man said the House mightn’t get to
vote on impeachment before September.

And if it gets that late, said Rep. James
O’Hara (D., Mich.), the public “may turn in
disgust from the whole thing.”

The House Judiciary Committee Wednes-

whether Mr. Nixon should be impeached.
But hardly’ anyone believes the committee
will be ready to report to the House by J une
30, the date most recently mentioned by
Chairman Peter Rodino (D., N.J.). :
President Nixon seems aware thaf the
public is becoming increasingly tired of

Jhearing and reading about Watergate. A

surefire applause line in the otherwise lack-
luster speeches he has been making is his
declaration that ‘‘the time has come to get
Watergate behind us and get on with the

|business of America.” He may be counting

now, on public boredom, as much as any-
thing else, to save him from impeachment.
The public may be bored with Watergate,
but Congress appears to be appalled by the
President’s Watergate transcripts.

- “They icontain some ‘terribly damaging
things,” said:Rep. John-Anderson, a liberal
Republican from Illinois, who as chairman
of the House Republican Conference is No. 3
in the House GOP leadership. Rep. Ander-
son cited, in particular, Mr. Nixon’s tran-

‘|scribed statements concerning the payment

of hush money to at least one of the Water-
gate defendants. E

‘My Eyes Are Bleary’

But Rep. Anderson said he will withHold|
a final judgment on the transcripts until he
finishes reading them (“My eyes are
bleary”)‘a.nd has had a chance “to reflect.”
He said that he and his’ Republican col-
leagues are ‘‘deeply tréubled by some of the
revelations, but we’re holding our powder|

dry for now.”

‘“The tone of it is pretty ghastly,” 'said|.

any sense of moral outrage,’”’ declared Rep.|

day or Thursday will begin hearing what its|
“|staff has been able to find so far bearing on

With Congress and the public. “bewil-'
dered and benumbed’ by the great mass of
transcripts, he added, “I don't think the full'
impatt -has yet been felt.” ' ‘ ‘

Rep. - Steiger said that he, too, would
have to finish: reading the transcripts before
he could come to any conclusion .about

=|whether they prove that the President com-

mitted impeachable offenses. “T ‘mightn’t be
sure even then,” he added. ““The tapes don’t
appear to conclusively showone way -or the
other.” §




While Rep. Steiger said his initial reac-

tion to the transcripts was disappointment,
‘“one could make a fairly good case that
spreading all of -this out~all the blemishes
and warts—could be a plus for the Presi-
dent, despite all the negatives involved. This
is the most naked President we’ve had.
What would Lyndon Johnson have looked
like and smelled like?’’ *
" And in Rochester, N.Y., House Republi-
can Leader John Rhodes. sa.ld he couldn’t
find evidence in the- transcripts of ‘‘a high
crime or misdemeanor” —two possible
grounds for impeachment. But, Rep. Rhodes
added, according to the Associated Press,
‘“There’s plenty of evidence -of discussion of
idegs which I find somewhat abhorrent.”

The folks in Rep. Preyer’s North Caro-
lina district also seem to abhor what they
find in the transcripts. ‘“This i$ Nixon coun-
try, and now the people are ‘undergoing a
sort of agonizing reappraisal,” Rep. Preyer
said. The Democratic Congressman said he
was sitting next to @ man yesterday in Sun-
day Schooi-who told him: “I've always been
Wwith him (Mr. Nixon), but these transcripts
prove that he’s the biggest crook of ‘them
all.”

Democrats: More Outspoken

As might be expected, many Democrats
are even more outspoken than Republicans
in their condemnation of the recorded, ed-
ited and transcribed Mr. Nixon. ‘“The tran-
scripts show a great and fundamental con-
tempt for the .democratic process,” de-
clared Rep. Richard Bolling, an mﬂuenﬁal
Democrat from Missouri.

. Rep. Bolling said he isn't ready to say
for sure whether Mr. Nixon has done any-
thing worthy of impeachment, but he
added: ‘“You could impeach a President for
just degrading the office.””

‘“Even the expurgated transcripts ‘hurt
him more than they help him,” said Rep.
O’Hara, a liberal. “I don’t think it looks
very good for lnm at ‘the moment ? he
added.

Another Democratm liberal, Rep. Donald
Fraser of Minnesota, declared: “It looks as
though he participated in a pa.yoﬁ.’ ‘That’s
an impeachable offense.’’

The public response to the Presuient’ !
speech last Monday and his release of the,
transeripts Tuesday doesn’t seem unlike,
pohﬁcxans’ response. Taken Thursday even-
ing,.the Gallup Poll found that 829 of the:
;people believe the Judiciary Committee is,
iright in refusing to accept the transcripts in
lieu of the tapes themselves, while 249 sald
the committee was wrong, |

Nixon or Dean?

. Some 389% of those bolled were more in-
clined to. believe Mr. Nixon’s 'statements!

about Watergate over the statements of hig’

chief public accuser;” John Dean. But 369
were. more inclined to believe Dean, even
though the former White House counsel has!
pleaded guilty to conspxracy to obstruct jus-
tice.

(Over the weekend, the White House con-|
tinued its attack on Dean’s credibility, issu-
(ing & 32-page comparison of his testimony
{before the :Senate Watergate Committee
wwt'h what he says jin. the ma,pe nscmpts)

‘ment e

‘committee play the tapes on its own equip-
ment, or to let the tapes be heard by any of
the panel’s 38 members, besides. the chair-
man’ and ranking Republican. Nor has the
White House made any. provision for techni-
cal experts to verify that these tapes are the
originals and haven't been tampered with.

Over the weekend. a court-appointed
panel of téchnical experts turned over to
federal Judge John Sirica all the scientific
data from its study of an 18-minute gap in a
tape subpoenaed last year. The panel’s
unanimous conclusion, released in January,
was that the gap had been caused by
least five separate, manual erasing operaT
tions. Judge Sirica didn’t make public the
back-up data.

Rep Railsback and a Democrahc mem-
ber ‘of the Judiciary panel, ‘Rep. Paul Sar-
banes of Maryland, agreed that the commit-
tee also might also have to issue a second
subpoena, this one to back up its request for
still more tapes relating to the Watergate
cover-up, operations of the White House
“Plumbers,”” and allegations that Mr. Nixon
sold government favors in return for cam-
paign contributions from dairymen and In-
ternational Telephone & Telegraph Corp. In-
terviewed on CBS-TV’s ‘‘Face the Nation,”
Rep. Railsback said the committee might
have to ask the courts to settle its dispute
with Mr. Nixon over the subpoenaed tapes.

Rep. Fraser said the courts should play
a full role in impeachment. They shouldn’t
only settle the subpoena question but also
rule on the Senate’s verdict, should the
Senate convict Mr. Nixon and should the
President decide to appeal his conviction, he
added. White House. aides say Mr. Nixon
hasn’t any mtentzon of appealmg & convic-
tion.

Far Behind Schedule ‘

. Bringing the courts into the act: would
further delay- the impeachment process,
which already is far behind schedule. Rep.
Thomas O'Neill (D., Mass.), the House ma-
Jjority leader, is said to believe the House
won’t get to vote on impeachment until the
last week in Ji uly

And a source close to I—Iouse Speaker

5| Carl Albert predicted it could be September

before the vote comes in the House. If the

| House waited until September t¢ impeach

Mr. Nixon, the source said, it would be *‘al-
most impossible” for the Senate to hold a.
trial and vote before the November elec-
tions.

Many Congressmen agree vsflth Rep. Boll-|
ing that Mr. Nixon’s chief purpose in releas-
ing the 1,300 pages of transcripts is “delay
and division.” While his move divided the
Judiciary Committee along party lines over
how to respond, that division seems to be
healing. .

But delay appears mewtable as the com-
mittee plows through the transeripts, negoti- |
ates further with the White House over how
to verify them, issues another subpoena for
other tapes, and possibly . appeals the whole
thing te the courts.

‘“The public is going to become very im-

patient,” said Rep: O’Hara. ‘“They’ré going

to blame Congress for dragging things out.”
To avoid this, he said, ‘‘July should be sort
of a. deadhne” for a House vote on 1mpeach-

Gallup pollsters found that 449,

P
people think thera JS exmugh emdence ot
possible wrongdomg ©on the part of the Pres-{

ident to impeach him inthe House and bring
him-'to trial in the Senate, while 419, didn’t

think there is enough evidence yet. On the |

other hand, only 38% currently Helieve Mr. |

Nixon should be removed from office, while |
%

149% oppose his removal.

Public support for the Judaclary Commit-
tee’s refusal to accept transcripts instead of
tapes is echoed elsewhere in Congress. Sen.
Russell Long (D., La.) predicted the White
House eventually will have to surrender the

now, but they will,”” Sen, Long declared.

Sen. Henry Jackson (D., Wash.) said he
{will insist on hearing the tapes, if there is
an impeachment {rialin the Senate,
|Panel Member Not Satisfied
| ~ And a Republican member of the House
{Judiciary Committee, Rep, Tom Railsback
of Illinois, said he isn't satisfied with Mr.
leon s ‘apparent unwillingness to let the

I

tapes, themselves. ‘“They mightn't know it




