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Impeachment Panel Will Let
St. Clair Query Witnesses
and Raise Objections .
—pa—3-1974

'HEARINGS OPENED TO TV

Committee Adopts Rules on
Procedures for Sessions’
Later This' Month

NYTimes——

By RICHARD D. LYONS

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, May 2—The
House Judiciary Committee
voted toddy to give President
Nixon’s attorney, James D. St:
Clair, broad latitude in de-
fending the President in the
panel’s hearings on whether
Mr. Nixon should be im-
peached. "

Mr. St. Clair would be
allowed to question witnesses
and make objections to testi-
mony at the hearings, which
will start later this month.

Several attempts to restrict
Mr. St. Clair’s role were de-
feated, with some Democrats
crossing party’ lines to vote.
with Republicans on the 38-
member committee.

But when several committee
members suggested that Mr.
St, Clair might engage in ob-

Transcripts

The New York Times
continues today, on
Pages 17-26, the pub--
lication in full and in
chronological order of -
the tape transcripts
concerning Watergate
that the White House
has edited and made
public. The remaining
transcripts will appear
in tomorrow’s issue.
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structionist tactics, -the com>
mittee chairman, Represents’
ative Peter W. Rodino Jr.,
Democrat of New Jersey,
pointedly said ~ that if such
actions started they would not
be allowed to continue.
Subject to Approval o

Mr. Rodino stressed that the
actions of Mr, St. Clair, beyond
the rules that were approved
today, would be subject to both
his approval and that of the
full committee. _
"The committee also voted
overwhelmingly to permit the
hearings to be televised, as
were the sessions of the Senate
Watergate Committee  last
year.
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The move was proposed by
Representative Robert McClory;
Republican of Illinois, as an
amendment to so-called “im-
peachment  inquiry  proce-
dures,” to which the commit-
tee devoted its entire activities
today, finally passing them by
voice vote. ;

In a series of long arguments
dealing with the semantics of
what Mr. St. Clair would and
‘would not be allowed to do;
{the committee voted to allow

him to “question”~ witnesses -

but not to “examine and Cross<

examine” them,

About 20 amendments werej

loffered to the “impeachment]|
linuiry procedure,” contained in
‘a report to the full committee
from a subcommittee headed
by Representative Robert W.'
Kastenmeier, Democrat of Wis-
.consin.

| As reported out by the sub-
committee, the procedures,
{actually the ground rules under
‘'which the impeachment hear-:
ings will be' conducted, made!
no mention of television cover-
age. This would not have pre-
cluded such coverage, but it
would have had to be approved
daily by the committee.

But a new paragraph added
to the four-page procedures to-
day said:

“Any portion of the hearings
open to the public may be
covered by television broadcast,
radio broadcast, still pho-|
tography, or by any of such
methods "of coverage in accord
with the rules of the House and

‘Continued From Page 1, Col. 8

lthe rules of procedures of the
|committee as amended on Nov.
12, 1973.”

The only opposition was a
lone, barely audible “no” vote
from the Democratic side of the
committee.

Television coverage was per-
mitted for hearings by the

Senate Watergate committee
st yea I -

Continued on Page 28, Coflumn 3 ’
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Shortly before the Judiciary
Committ}t;e approved the tele-!
vision amendment, Dean Burch,|

la Presidential counselor, met]
|with newsmen in the Executive
|Office Building and was asked

if the White House would ob-!
ject'to the television hearings.|

“No, not at all,” Mr. Burcni

ied.

re%!;?(ing note of the Congres-|
sional elections in November,
Mr. Burch said, “I must say
that I cannot think of anythmg
that would be more unfortunate
than for the American _electoral
process to keep an '1mpegch-
ment proceeding going r1gh§
through the election.” he added:

“It is just not the right thing

wish that the committee would

go ahead and take the action
they are going to take as expedi
tiously as they can. I am not
sitting here saying they are
stalling or doing anything else.
I just wish they would get go-
ing and make a decision.”

Hopes for Early End

Asked when he thought the
‘action in the House would be
{completed, Mr. Burch said, “I
would like "to think that the
House could complete its work
certainly by the early part, or|
mid-part, of June.”. |
However, after the commit-
tee meeting today, Mr. Rodino
indicated that hearing them-
[se]ves might not get started for
‘at least a week or so. '
Mr. Rodino said that the
“initial phase” of the hearings
would start next week, although
he has not yet set the late for
the opening. During this phase,
he said, the case for impeach-
ment would be formally pre-
sented to the committee, prob-
ably requiring three or four
days. For this phase, he said,

tn_do. in my opinion, and I_

ork Times,

Peter W. Rodino Jr,, left, chairman of the House Judiciary Cbmmittee, conferring_ yes-
terday with Edward Hutchinson, right, ranking Republican member of the committee,
: - and Robert W, Kastenmeier, Democrat of Wisconsin.
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the commlttee will sit in closecll
session.

Mr. St. Clair would presum-:
ably not be allowed to sit m
on these sessions.

One attempt today to sharp]y
restrict Mr. St. Clair’s activities
at the hearings was overwhelm-
ingly defeated by voice vote.

This amendment was intro-
duced by Representative George
E..Danielson, Democrat of Cali-
fornia, who argued that Mr. St.
Clair had “no business in ap-
pearing as an adversary coun-
sel in this hearing.”

Representative Charles B.
Rangel, Democrat of Manhat-,
tan, supported the amendment,!
statmg that “Mr. St. Clair’ s.
activities could prevent us from|
gettmc the answers to ques-
tlons




