
H
erbert W

. K
ahnbach 

P
rivate E

valu
ation

s by th
e P

residen
t of P

u
blic F

igu
res 

Sam
 J. E

rvin Jr. 

C
h
a

irm
a

n
 o

f th
e S

en
a

te 
W

a
terg

a
te 	

co
m

m
ittee: 

"E
rvin

 w
o
rks h

a
rd

er th
a
n
 

m
o

st o
f th

e
se

 S
o

u
th

e
rn

 
gentlem

en. T
hey are great 

p
o
liticia

n
s. T

h
ey a

re ju
st 

m
o

re clever th
a

n
 th

e m
i-

nority. Just m
oire clever!" 

M
r. N

ixon's personal law
-

yer: "A
 d

ecen
t fello

w
. H

e 
w

ill m
a
ke a

 g
o
o
d
 w

itn
ess 

. . he is sm
art." 

S
p
e
c
ia

l c
o
u
n
se

l to
 th

e
 

P
re

sid
e
n
t: "

T
a
lk

s to
o
 

m
u

c
h

"
 a

n
d

 "
is a

lso
 a

 
nam

e-dropper." 

A
 jo

u
rn

a
list a

n
d

 th
e a

c-
c
u
s
e
r
 o

f A
lg

e
r
 H

is
s
: 

". . . to
ld

 th
e tru

th
." 

D
onald M

. Segretti 

R
e
c
ru

ite
d
 b

y
 D

w
ig

h
t 

C
h

a
p

in
, M

r. N
ixo

n
's a

p
-

p
o

in
tm

en
ts secreta

ry, to
 

ru
n

 a
 "d

irty tricks" ca
m

-
p
a
ig

n
 a

g
a
in

st th
e D

em
-

o
c
ra

ts: "(e
x
p
le

tiv
e
 d

e
-

le
te

d
). H

e
 w

a
s su

c
h
 

a 
d

u
m

b
 fig

u
re." 

W
hittaker C

ham
bers 

C
harles W

. C
olson

.  

P
resident N

ixon, in the com
parative privacy and inform

ality of 
his O

val O
ffice discussions w

ith close associates, w
as given to crisp 

ev
alu

atio
n

s o
f o

th
er p

u
b

lic fig
u
res. F

o
llo

w
in

g
 are so

m
e o

f M
r. 

N
ix

o
n

's co
m

m
en

ts, as cu
lled

 fro
m

 th
e ed

ited
 tran

scrip
ts o

f th
o

se 
conversations. 



H
arry S. T

rum
an 

"
W

e
ll, th

e
 p

o
in

t is w
h

a
t-

ever w
e sa

y a
b
o
u

t H
a
rry 

T
ru

m
a
n

, etc., w
h

ile it h
u

rt 
h

im
, a

 lo
t o

f p
e
o

p
le

 a
d

, 
m

ired
 th

e o
ld

 b
a
sta

rd
 fo

r 
sta

n
d

in
g

 b
y
 p

e
o

p
le

 . . . 
w

h
o
 w

ere g
u

ilty a
s h

ell."
 

H
. R

. H
aldem

an 
John D

. E
rlichm

an 

M
r. N

ix
o

n
's ch

ief o
f sta

ff 
a

n
d

 h
is c

h
ie

f d
o

m
e
stic

 
a

d
viser: "

I 
k

n
o

w
 th

a
t a

s 
fa

r a
s yo

u
're co

n
cern

ed
, 

y
o
u

'll g
o
 o

u
t a

n
d
 th

ro
w

 
y
o
u

rse
lf o

n
 a

 d
a
m

n
e
d
 

sw
o
rd

 . . . yo
u

're th
e tw

o
 

m
o
st va

lu
a
b
le m

em
b
ers o

n
 

th
e
 sta

ff, 
I 

k
n

o
w

 th
a

t. 
T

h
e
 p

ro
b
le

m
 is, y

o
u

're
 

th
e
 tw

o
 m

o
st lo

y
a
l a

n
d
 

th
e
 tw

o
 m

o
st h

o
n

e
st. W

e
 

d
o

n
't h

a
ve to

 g
o

 in
to

 th
a

t. 
Y

o
u

 k
n

o
w

 h
o
w

 I
 fe

il 
a
b
o
u

t th
a
t. It's n

o
t b

u
ll—

it's th
e
 tru

th
."

 

Joh
n

 W
. D

ean
 3d

 
M

r. N
ix

o
n

's co
u

n
sel a

n
d
, 

la
ter, th

e W
a
terg

a
te co

m
-

m
itte

e
's sta

r w
itn

e
ss: "

I 
d
o
n

't th
in

k
 yo

u
 ca

n
 co

n
-

tro
l h

im
. H

e's fa
n

a
tic."

 

Joh
n

 N
. M

itch
ell 

F
o

rm
er A

tto
rn

ey G
en

era
l 

a
n

d
 P

re
sid

e
n

tia
l c

a
m

-
p
a
ig

n
 m

a
n

a
g
e
r "

H
a
s a

 
g

rea
t sto

n
e fa

ce."
 

R
onald L

. Z
iegler 

W
h

ite H
o
u

se p
ress secre-

ta
ry: "

G
et o

u
t th

ere a
n

d
 

a
ct yo

u
r u

su
a
l co

ck
y, co

n
-

fid
en

t self."
 R

obert F
. K

ennedy 

"
B

o
b
b
y
 w

a
s a

 ru
th

le
ss 

(ch
a
ra

cteriza
tio

n
 	

o
m

it- 
ted

)."
 

Jeb S. M
agruder 

D
e
p

u
ty

 d
ire

c
to

r o
f th

e
 

C
o
m

m
itte

e
 fo

r th
e
 R

e
-. 

electio
n

 o
f th

e P
resid

en
t: 

."
N

ot a very, b
rig

h
t fello

w
. . 

I m
ea

n
 h

e is b
rig

h
t, b

u
t , 

h
e d

o
esn

't th
in

k
 th

ro
u

g
h

 , 
to

 th
e en

d
 . . . a

 very fa
cile 

lia
r. M

a
g
ru

d
er's a

 so
rt o

f 
lig

h
tw

e
ig

h
t in

 a
 v

e
r
y
 

h
ea

vy jo
b

."
 

W
illiam

 P
. R

ogers 

F
o
r
m

e
r
 S

e
c
r
e
ta

r
y
 o

f 
S

ta
te

, A
tto

rn
e
y
 G

e
n

e
ra

l 
in

 th
e
 E

ise
n

h
o
w

e
r A

d
-

m
in

istra
tio

n
, a

n
d
 o

n
e o

f 
M

r. N
ix

o
n

's o
ld

est, clo
sest 

a
sso

c
ia

te
s: "

A
b
le

 fe
llo

w
 

—
w

a
s a

 fin
e
 A

tto
rn

e
y
 

G
en

era
l a

n
d
 so

 fo
rth

."
 

H
ow

ard H
. B

aker Jr. 

T
en

n
essee 

R
e
p

u
b

lic
a

n
  

w
h

o
 w

a
s vice ch

a
irm

a
n

 o
f 

th
e
 S

e
n

a
te

 W
a

te
rg

a
te

 
co

m
m

ittee: "
A

 sm
o

o
th

y—
im

p
ressive."

 

L
 P

atrick G
ray 3d 

O
n

e
tim

e
 a

c
tin

g
 d

ire
c
to

r 
o
f th

e F
ed

era
l B

u
rea

u
• o

f 
In

vestig
a
tio

n
: "

O
h

, h
e's 

d
u

m
b
 . . . h

e is ju
st q

u
ite 

stu
b

b
o

rn
 a

n
d

 a
lso

 h
e isn

't 
very sm

a
rt."

 

J. E
dgar H

oover 

F
.B

.I. D
ire

c
to

r: "
W

e
ll, 

H
o
o
v
e
r p

e
rfo

rm
e
d
. H

e
 

w
o

u
ld

 h
a

ve fo
u

g
h

t. T
h

a
t 

w
a
s th

e p
o
in

t. H
e w

o
u

ld
 

h
a

ve d
efied

 a
 few

 p
eo

p
le 

h
e
 w

o
u

ld
 

h
a

v
e
 sc

a
re

d
 

th
em

 
to

 d
ea

th
. H

e h
a
s a 

file o
n

 everyb
o
d
y."

 


