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Dear General H-!g:

I'am informed that you have been sulpocased to testify before
the Senate Select'Committes on Presidential Campaiga Activia
Hes on May 2, 1974, ) :

it would be wholly irappropriate for the Committee to examine
you about your achivities as Chief of 5taif of about informatipa '
that has come to you ia that pesition since your assumplionof .
your preseat duties i May, 1973, or in your earlier positios as

‘a member of the staff of the National Security Council.

A President's Chief of Staff Is inevitally very close fo the President
an€ fucciions as the President's right arrm. He is often the means
5y which the President communicates with kis lawyers on matters
that are withia the atiorzey-ciient privilege. It iz also the meang
by whick the President communicates with olfier members of the
Executive Branck, -

In.your féimer capacity as a senior member of the National
Security Couadil stafl, you dealt with the most sensitive
categories of information Telating to the pational securitys

Whatever differcaces there aze ab reaches of executive
privilege generally, Iam confident the members of the.
Senate Sclect Comumitten will recognize that it is essential to
any President that ke be able o taik with complete freedom and
candor with the person that eccupies such a close relationship
with him and who works so ciosely with him on the, full range of
executive furctions, f -

Willel fave made eversy vllus lo walve ariviiege for fusmer
winbers of iny staff o testliy belore the Scnate

thee, Iimust regretiully decline in your case.

You are, therelore, Cirdcted siot io Zestlly shoul any information
‘received or activitics undertiken while you scrved as my Chief
of Stail'or as 2 member of the Naliozal Security Gouncil staff,

o Sihcerely, "

Lo f P

General Alexander M. Haig, Tr. (USA-Ret.)-

The Whaite House
Washingtos, D, G,

United Press Infernational

The letter from President Nixon to his chief of staff,

Gen. Alexander M. Haig Jr., directing him not to testify
before the Senate Watergate committee,
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