f

THE NEW YORK TIMES, THURS

Edited and

Tape Transcripts as

ws
o
y

Special to The New York Tlmes
WASHINGTON, May I — Following
are more of the transcripts of tape re-
cordings of conversations concerning
Watergate as edited and made public
by the White House.

March 27, 1973

- (11:10 A.M.-1:30 P.M.)

The President, Haldeman,
Ehrlichman and Ziegler,
Executive Office Building

P. I don't believe that I should go out
on national television tonight or tomor-
row and go out on the Watergate Com-
mission and then come on the next day
on national television on Vietnam. I
don't like the feel of that. I don’t think

you—can it be ready by that time? My -

view is to get the Vietnam thing out of

the way, and then get this right as you .

could. In other words, that gives you
time,

E. The picture of the Congress having
an inquiry going on and the Grand Jury
in session, the Judicial branch— P.
Right. '

E. It seems to me it gives you a good
apening for you to step in and say there
doesn’t seem to be anybody except me
in position with all this, I have talked
with the Chief Justice "of the United
States; I have talked with Senator Ervin,
Senator Baker and I, after that consulta-
tion, have posed this three-branch—

P. For an inquiry to start with the
proposition of Ervin and -Baker, where
vou don't come a cropper right there at
the beginning on whether you can get
the three branches. What's you view of
the three-branch, John?

E. Well, I am not sure you could get
it either.

P. What,—well, that's it. Suppose you
couldn’t. Then I still think that it is good
possibly that I—but we've got to have
somebody other than me that could
broker it. The problem you've got to
recognize is that Haldeman can’t, you
can’t, and Dean can't. Mainly because
you possibly could, but its also the [un-
intelligible] about the whole White
House. What we might have to do—I
hate to assign this to anybody, but I
might have to use Rogers on this to be
the broker. E. Yep.

Rogers a Good Broker

P. Rogers can be a good bmkerw:?
times. I don't know whether you could
get a—[knocking on door—] P. Oh, hi.
How are you? Z. Thought we would just
check in.

P. Sure, sure. Right, right. In position,
right— Z. We have the patient rehabili-
tation veto today and the [unintelligible]
to Thieu in South Vietnam, prepara-
tions—.

P. Right. Z. I talked to Dean and to
Moore this morning in terms of whether
or not we say anything [unintelligible]
the Grand Jury. -

P. Right.

Z. And Dean’s feeling is that we
should not today.

P. That is my feeling.

Z. And Moore's feeling is that we
should not today, and I concur in that.

P. Yeah. My view is today, unless
you've got something more to say, I
would simply say I have nothing to add,
to what [unintelligible] I think that
would be better, just get out there and
act like vour usual cocky, confident self.

Z. Then if I am asked a question’

about whether or not Dean would ap-
pear before the Grand Jury, if I am,
asked that question— ;

P. Yeah. Z. How should I handle that?

P. That'’s tough. Z. I could—Two op-
tions: One would be to say that [unin-
telligible]: the other would be to say
the [unintelligible].

P. [unintelligible] Well, if you say,
[unintelligible] permission — What do
vou think, John? You tell him. Well,
is it easier to get out of it if you say
well that is not a matter [unintelligible].

Z. I am inclined to think that today
my best position is just to say that this
was discussed yesterday. We are will-
ing to cooperate.

P. Why don’t you say, “We have in-
dicated cooperation and when we see
the form of the request, or whateven
it is—"

7. “These matters must proceed in an
orderly manner and I am not going to
get up here and comment on the pos-
sibility of—" P. “of future action” [un-

- intelligible].

E. The other thing you might do is
—this would put our friend John Dean
I in a tough spot—say, “while thera
have been some accusations against

him, he’s really in the poorest position
to defend himself of anybody in the
government.”

[Material unrelated to Presidential ac~
tion deleted].

E. I don’t know whether it would add
anything, really, from our standpoint to.

say this, but the point is here that the .

poor guy is under disability to step out
and defend himself because of his posi-
tion. Because he is Counsel to the Pres«
ident, and that in-a way—

P. That helps—  E. Inhibits him,
Well, — o

P. But [unintelligible] for Ron to get
into that?

E. Well, but it is in the saying, would,
he appear before a Grand Jury?

P. Why don't we just say, “well, this”

is a matter that is not before us.” Point
out that he is Counsel to the President,
Counsel to the White House—use the
White House. Say, “He is the Whites

House Counsel and, therefore, his ap-
pearance before any judicial group,
therefore, is on a different basis from
anybody else, “which is basically what
I—you know when I flatly said Dean
would not appear but others would. You
know, I did say that, and of course—
“E. It was on a different basis, And at
the same time, a man in any position
ought to be given a chance to defend
himself from these groundless charges.

P. “Mr. Dean certainly wants the op-
portunity to defend himself against
these charges.* He would welcome the
opportunity and what we have to do it
to work out a procedure which will
allow him to do so consistent with his
unique position of being a top member
of the President’s staff but also the
counsel. There is a lawyer, counsel—
not lawyer, counsel—but the respon-
sibility of the counsel for confiden-
tiality.”
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Z. Could you apply that to the Grand
Jury? E. Absolutely. The Grand Jury is
one of those occasions where a man in
his situation can defend himself.

P. Yes. The Grand Jury. Actually if

_called, we are not going to refuse for

anybody called before the Grand.Jury
to go, are we, John? E. I can't imagine
[unintelligible]

P. Well, if called, he will be coopera-
tive, consistent with his responsibilities
as counsel. How do we say that? E. He
will cooperate. -

P. He will fully cooperate. E. Better
check that with Dean. I know he's got
certain misgivings on this. Z. He did
this morning.

P. Yeah. Well, then, don’t say that,

_E.-Well, I think you can pose the dilem-

ma without saying flatly what you are
going to do. ; :

P. Yeah. We —— But maybe you just
don't want to. You better not try to



break into it. Ron. Z. You get into
posing the dilemma ——

P. Then they are going to break into
questions. I would simply stall them off
today. Say that is not before us at this
time, but let me emphasize, as the Pres-
ident has indicated, there will be com-
plete cooperation consistent with the
responsibilities that everybody has on
the separation of powers. Fair enough?
And, of course, consistent - with Mr.
Dean's other responsibilities as a coun-
sel. See? How about just saying it that
way? Well, John, do you have doubts?
E. No. But if Ziegler opens, Ziegler has
to answer something. About the only
thing that ‘occurred to me when I read
this thing yesterday was somehow or
another, he should be introducing the
fact that Dean is going to get a chance
to clear his-name. B el

P. Yeah.

E. Eventually there is going to be an

opportunity for that in some forum,
at some time, in some way. But maybe
you get into— P. I don’t think this is
the day to do it. Z. I think that is right.
' Give them more than a day to see how

we approach the whole matter [unin-
telligible—] Z exits. .

[Material unrelated to Presidential ac-
tions deleted.)

E. On the F.B.I, we will start moving
some names to you. I hope you will
look into that guy that [unintelligible]
mentioned—we are trying to get a ré-
sumé and some background. P. A judge
with a prosecuting background might
be a hell of a good thing. I have de-
cided when we move on it, it must be
simultaneous. Gray comes in and says,
‘I am sorry, I can't get confirmed, I
don't want to be confirmed in a way
in which there is any division. There
must be unanimous support for who-
.ever is, and support for and trust in,
the director of the F.B.I. As a result of
the hearings to date, it is obvious that
I am not going to get that kind of sup-
port in the Senate, even though I be-
lieve that I may be confirmed under
the circumstances, I respectfully request
that you withdraw my name." We with-
draw his name and send somebody else
down. That is a very sound basis. I am
thinking of doing that. T would hope
next week right after (unintelligible).

E. Ah, what would you think of doing
that simultaneously with the appoint-
ment of a commission. We could make
it in theé same announcement. Could
say, ‘Here is a fine man who has been
unfortunately splattered by this thing.
It is a case study in how bystanders
can get splashed by this sort of thing.
It's not a fight where he came in.’

Get Kleindienst Out

.P. You think, also, John, or at least
you probably gave somebody the idea,
that we should get Kleindienst out, too,
at this point? E. Yeah, yeah, P. How do
we do that? E. Well, I am going to see
him today, and Bob’s going to talk to
him, and we will hit him from two
directions.

P. Get Kleindienst to resign? E. Oh,
no, no. Get him out front. P. Oh, I
thought you said get him out of the
office. E. Oh, no. I hadn’t talked about
that. That’s Bill Rogers. P. Oh, I am
sorry, John.

E. No. We talked this morning about
getting him out front. P, I am afraid it’s
[unintelligible] of canning him right
away. Let's see. Let’s see about that.
Maybe we can. Well, what have you
got to report. John, and I have just
started on [unintelligible]. .

H. All T have is Dean’s report. I ghd
not talk to Mitchell, because this thing
changed what you might want from
Mitchell. He had a long conversation

again today with Paul O'Brien, Every- -

body has been talking [unintelligible]
this, that, and all that. Of course,
O'Brien is very distressed with Mitchéll.

The more he thinks about it, the more
O’Brien comes down to Mitchell could
cut this whole thing off, if he would
just step forward and-ocut it off. He
said the fact of the matter is as far as
Gray could determine, Mitchel] did sign
off on it. And if that's what it is, the
empire will crack, E. You said, ‘Gray.’

P. What's that? I am sorry. H.
O'Brien, not Gray. As far as O’Brien can
determine, Mitchel] did sign off and
Dean believes that to be the case also.
Dean doesn’t think he can prove it, and
apparently O'Brien can’t either, but they
both think that. P. That's my —

H. And the more O'Brien thinks about
it, the more it bothers him with all he
knows, to see all the people getting
whacked around in order to keep the
thing from focusing ono John Mitchell,
when inevitably it is going to end up do-
ing that anyway and all these other peo-
ple are going to be so badly hurt they
are not going to be able to get out from
under. And that's one view. Now, to go
back on the Magruder situation as
O’Brien reports it, having spent several
hours with Magruder, yesterday after-
noon, O'Brien and Parkinson. Jeb be-
lieves, or professes to believe, and
O’Brien is inclined to think he really
does believe, that the whole Liddy plan,
the whole super-security operation, su-
per-intelligence operation was put to-

- ndrdid- [unintelligible], but it was also

gether by the White House, by Halde-
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ﬁ;{,;Dean and . others. Liddy, Dean
doked the whole thing up at Halde-

an’s instructions. The whole idea was
gé*x_ig_"ad for a super-intelligence opera-

, ;ﬂ; Now there is some semblance of,

1e”validity to the point, that I did
f;,no; with Dean, but with Mitchell,
about the need for intelligence activity
P . o v .
F.--And Dean recommended Liddy?
I-ﬁi Yees. But not for intelligence. Dean
reepmmended Liddy as- the. General
iBeYeah, but this is where Magruder
might-come — well, goahead. =~ -
. ¥ TFhat Mitchell bought the idea that
Was-éooked up at the White House for
a&s er-intelligence operation, and that
this was all set and an accomplished
‘fact in December of 1971, before Liddy
was ‘hired by the Committee, But then
I#8dy was hired by the Committee to
carf¥it out -and that that's why Dean
. sent Liddy over to the Committee. Thén
Y& was a hiatus. There were these
meetings in Mitchell's office where
Lidd¥ unvefled his plan. s
.And the first plan he unveiled, no-
bpdy bought. They all laughed at it.
It ‘Was so bizarre. So he went back to
-the .drawing board and came back with"
&.8&¢ond plan and the second plan didn’t
;gz% bought. either—that was at the sec-
‘ond ‘meeting—and everything just kind
of_lingered around then. It was sort of
hanging fire. Liddy was pushing to get
" spmething done. He wanted to get mov-.
ing on his plans. And at that point he
: went to Colson and said, “Nobody will
ag’:.l‘:rﬁrégve any, of this, and, you know, we
sHoId be getting going on it.” And Col-
"son then got into the act in pushing to
« gBt‘Moving with the Colson phone call
td*Magruder saying, “Well, at least lis-
téri ‘to these guys.” Then the final step
was—all of this was rattling around in
Jahmgry—the final step was when Gor-
gﬂ‘&mchan called Magruder and said
“THé President wants it done and there
isto°b& 'no more arguing about it.” This
meaning the intelligence activity, the
Liidy“program. Magruder.told Mitchell
this, that Strachan had told him to get
it going on Haldeman’'s orders, on the
. President’s orders and Mitchell signed
off on it. He said, “0.K.; if they say to

‘de.it, go ahead.”

&man told him to get this going,.

“P,.Was that this bugging? H. The
whgle thing, including the bugging. The
ing was implicit in the second plan.
Hg doesn't seem to be sure whether it
was implicit or explicit. "
+E Well, anyway—
;ﬁe;gugging Process Was Implicjt
H. He doesn’t think that particular bug"
iniplicit, but that the process of bugging
wagimplicit and, as I didn’t realize it,
in<ghe Sandwedge going way back—
the early plan. That, incidentally, is a
potential source of fascinating problems
in>that it involved Mike Acree, who is
now:the Custoins Commissioner or some
thing, Joe Woods, a few other people.”
=B Nothing happened? H. It wasn’t
domejr activated, but these — At some
peint; :according to Magruder, after this
wasithen signed off and put under way
Mitchell called Liddy into his office and
re&d Him the riot act on the poor quality

" of [unintelligible]. That’s basically the

scenario or summary of ‘what Magruder
toldthe- lawyer, Dean’s theoryis that
bgth:Mitchel] and Magruder both realize
thatathey now :have their ass in this.
thing, and that they are trying to un-
tangle .it. Not necessarily working to-
gelthey again, but they are. In the proc-
ess of that they are mixing apples and
oranges for their own protection. And
that ~ihey .are .remembering various
t}?grgs- in_connection with others, like
Ledysand Hunt. : : :
[Meterial not related to Presidential ac-
tions deleted] . :

fH.-He says for example, Magruder
doesn’t realize how little Dean told
Liddy. He thinks that'Dean sent: Liddy
in [unintelligible] Liddy [unintelligible]
franKly to satisfy Dean. His screaming’

- tédiLiddy - was that he was. General

Counsel -over-there and also take as a
side activity the political intelligence
bezanse we do need information on dem-
odstraters and stuff like that, That they

. ame'mot doing.anything about, but he

nevef got into any setting up an elab:
orate intelligence aparatus,
P. OK. : e
=H! Dean. says'that as a:matter of fact,
in contrast to Magruder’s opinion, at
theg~first meeting where a -Liddy plan
wastgresented, everybody at -the meet-
irrg7 laughed at-the plan on-the basis
that'it: was just so bizarre that it was
absurd and completely funny. P. Yeah.
H. The second. meeting, Dean came
into the meeting late. He was not. there
during most of the presentation, but
en he’came in he ‘could see that they
werestill on ‘the samé plan of orbif and
he‘says in éffect, 1 got Mitchell off the
héBk“because °T ‘took the initiative in
saying, “You know it is an impossible
DI ;’a_i:'gsa_:l and we can't, we shouldn't
ever be discussing this in the Attorney
reral’s office,” “and all that Mitchell
agréed, and then that’ is when Dean
came over and ‘told me that he had just
seeh this wrap-up on it, and that it was’
impossiblé; that they shouldn’t be doing’
if; thdt we shouldn’t be involved in it
;T.%Fl Wwe ought to drop the whole thing.
Hen'as Déan said, “I saw a problem
there and I thought they had turmed
it'off'and in any event I wanted to stay'
el milés away from it, and did.” He
sard the problem from then on, start-
1{? somewhere in early January prob-
ably, ‘was that Liddy was never really
giverrany guidance after that. Mitchell
was,in the midst of the ITT and all that
sguff,"and didn't focus on it, and Magru-
dérwés running -around -with other
things and didn’t pay miuch attention,
ahd Liddy was kind of bouncing around

Ippsg there.,

" Allocation of Funds Queried

2B Well, now, how do you square that
with-the allocation of money to it? H.
Well that presumably was the subject
mafocus by somebody. Who signed off
on that? E, Magruder, possible Mitchell,
possibly Stans; certainly —



i1 don’t know that they can say
that«the allocation of money for this
super-intelligence operations, I don't
think I ever — that’s what Magruder
;:;d--:—-— E. Someone was paid to focus

H. Yeah, someone focused and agreed
at there had to be some intelligence

and that it would take some money and
that Liddy should get it.

E. And against the background of .the
two plans being presented and rejected,
the logical guestion that would arise is,
well, what are you going to do with the
money? You don't have an approved
plan? )

H. Yeah. E. So that doesn’t put any-
thing together. 4

- P. Well, it doesn't hang together, but
it could in the sense of the campaign—

H. Well, what he thinks, he thinks
that Mitchell did sign off on it.

P. My guess is Mitchell could .just
say, “Look,” he says, “this, that and
the other thing,” and he says, “alright
go ahead but there was no plan of this.”

H. Except if you support Dean’s opin-
ion [unintelligible]. . i

- P. So— H. Now O'Brien says thaf
Magruder's objective in holding at the
momerit is a meeting with Mitchell and
me. And that what he has told the
lawyers, that will be a shot across the
bough and tear down the meeting place.
O’Brien doesn’t really believe :Jeb, but
he’s not sure. O'Brien is shook a little
bit himself as he hears all this. But he
does see very definitely and holds alsa
to the theory of mixing of apples and
oranges. He's convinced that Jeb is
linking together things that don’t nec~
essarily fit together in order to help
with [unintelligible]. And, again, he’s
very disappointed in Mitchell. He feels
that Mitchell is the guy that is letting
people down. O'Brien made the sugges-~
tion that if we wanted to force some
of this to a head, there is one thing youl
might consider is that O’Brien and Park-
inson, who are getting a little: shaken
now themselves, are retained by the
Committee. That is by Frank Dale. He
is the Chairman of the Committee.

P. Does that still exist? H. Yes. They

are— _ o
‘O’Brien and Parkinson

_P. They aren’t involved in the damn
thing are they? O’Brien and Parkinson?
H. Yes. . S e

P. They ran this all from the begins
ning? H. Oh, no. ; :

P. Well, that is what I thought. .H.I
But they are involved in the post-dis-
covery, post-June 17th. o

P. [éxpletive removed]! [umntell_l.glble]

H. O'Brien says, “Everything with the
Committee—what you might want to
consider is the possibility is to waive
our retainer, waive our privileges and
instruct us to report to the President all
of the. facts as they are known to us
as to what really went on at the Com-~
mittee to Re-Elect the President.”

P. For me to sit down and talk to

them and go through—

H. I don’'t know. He doesn’t mean
necessarily personally talk to you, but
he means talk to Dean or whoever you
designate as your man fo be working
on this. Now, other facts. Hunt is ab
the Grand Jury today. We don't know
how far he is going to go.

The danger area for him is on the
money, that he was given money. He is
reported by O’Brien, who has been talk-
ing to his lawyer, Bitman, not to be as
desperate today as he was yesterdgy
but to still be on the brifik or at least
shaky. What's made him shaky is that
he’s seen McCord bouncing out there
and probably walking out scot free. P.
Scot free and a hero. H. And he doesn’t
like that. He figures here’s my turn. And
that he may go— P. That's the way I
would think all of them would feel.

H. And that he may decide to go with
as much as is necessary to get himself
into that same position, but probably
would only go with as much as is neces-
sary. There isn’t a feeling on his part of
a desire to get people, but a desire to
take care of himself. And that he might
be willing .to do what he Had to do to
take care of -himself, but he would prob-
ably do it on a gradual basis and he may
in fact be doing it right now at the
grand jury. He feels, in summary, that
on both Hunt and Magruder questions
we're not really in the crunch that we
were last night. He is not as concerned
as he was when he talked with you last

night, We are now going with Silbert—

P. Who’s that? H The U.S. Attorney
is going to Sirica seeking immunity for
Liddy so Liddy can be a witness. Liddy's
lawyer will argue against immunity, for
he does not want it. Dean’s judgment is
that [unintelligible] will probably fail.

Sirica will grant it. Sirica’s clear dis-
position— i .

‘Liddy to Refuse to Talk’

P. If he doesn’t talk, then he gets con-
tempt. Is that it? H. Liddy, if he gets im-
munity, his intention, as of now at least;
is to refuse to talk. And then he would
be in contempt. The contempt is civil
contempt and it only runs for the dura-
tion of the grand jury, which is limited.
And as long as he is in jail anyway, it
doesn’t make a hel of a lot of difference
to him. P. I will almost bet that is what
Liddy will do. '

H. Well that's what Dean will also
bet. Dean has asked through O’Brien-
Maurolis for Liddy to provide a private
statemient saying that Dean knew noth+:
ing in advance on the Watergate, which
Liddy knows to be the case, To his
knowledge, Dean knew nothing about it.
Dean would like to have that statement

in his pocket and has asked Liddy for-

such a statement. Dean feels that he
would want to give it. ©’Brien raised the
question whether Déan actually had no
knowledge of what was going on in the
intelligence area between the time of
the meetings in Mitchell's office, when
he said don’t do anything, and the time
of the Watergate discovery. And I put
that very guestion to Dean, and he said,
‘Absolutely nothing.’ . :

P. I would — the reason I would
totally agree — that I would believe
Dean there [unintelligible] he would be
lying to us about that. But I would be-
lieve for ancther reason — that he
thought it was a stupid damn idea.

" E. There just isn't a scintilla of hint:
that Dean knew about this. Dean was
pretty good all through that period of
time in sharing things, -and he was
tracking with a number of us on—

P. Well you know the thing the rea-
son that [unintelligible] thought—and
this incidentally covers Colson—and I
don't know whether—I know that most
everybody except Bob, and perhaps
you, think Colson knew all about it.
But I was talking to Colson, remem-
ber exclusively about—and maybe that
was the point—exclusively about. is-
sues. You know, how are we going to
do this and that and the other thing.

[unintelligible] mainly, the Iabor bill,
how do we get this, how do we get aid
to the Catholic schools.

H. Getting that aid to Catholic
schools, you know, was a—Colson’s
fight was with [unintelligible].

- P Right. That was what it is. But in -

all those talks he had plenty of oppor-
tunity. He was always coming to me
with ideas, but Colson in that entire
period, John, didn’t mention it. I think
he would have said, “Look we've gotten

some information,”  but.he never said -
they ‘were, Haldeman, in this whole pe-.:
riod, Haldeman I am sure—Bob- and

you, he talked to both of you about the

campaign. Never a word. I mean maybe

all of you knew but didn’t tell me, but
I can’t believe that Colson—well—

Familiarity With Case

H.-Maybe Colson .is capable of — if
he knew anything out of that, but not.
telling. you what were at least— | ..

P. Well, at least, nothing of that sort:
because’ as a matter of fact-I didn't even
know—I didn’t know frankly that the-
Ellsberg - thing, etc. — electronically
thing — you know what I mean?:
E. [unintelligible] -

P. And I guess there you deliberately
didn’t ‘want me— .

E. Well, sir, I didn’t know, I didn’t
know what this crowd were up to un-
til afterwards. :

P. Right. E. And I told you, after-
wards we stopped it' from happening
again. el il

‘P. Right. E. In that setting— = .

. P. That was in the national .security?
E. That was -in the national .security
leak thing. -But the interesting thing
about Colson, corrobordtive of - what
you say, is that when I got.a phone
call from Secret Service' saying there:
had been this burglary—the first guy
I called was: Colson. P. Yeah. .

E. And his response, as I recall it,
was one of total surprise and he could
have said then, “Oh, those jerks, they
shouldn’t have; Or, “I knew about it
earlier”; Or, referred to it by saying,
“It would have been a meaningful leak,”
but he didn’t. He was totally nonplussed,
the same as the rest of us. -

P. Well, the thing is tdo, that I know
they talk about this business of Magru-
der’s, saying that Haldeman had ordered,
the President had ordered, etc., of all
people who was surprised on the 17th
of June—I was in Florida—was me.
Were you there? ‘E. No, I was here.
P. 'Who was there? i 3

E. T called Colson, Haldemdn and Zie-
gler and alerted them to this,

P. And I read the paper. What in the
name of [expletive removed] is this? I
just couldn’t believe it. So ‘you know
what I mean—T believe in playing poli-
tics hard, but I am also smart. What I
can’t understand is how Mitchell would
ever approve. H. That’s the thing I-can’t
understand here.

P. Well, Magruder I can understand
doing things. He is not a very bright
fellow. I mean he is bright, but not—
he doesn’t think through to the end.
But Mitchell knows erough not to do.
something like that. .

Mitchell’s Authority

H. Yeah, but I will tell you what
could have happened very easy there.
Mitchell. was Attorney General, He was
using, legally and sometimes officially.
'he was. using his great, great capacity
to pull irons out of [unintelligible] every
day and you get into.a mine center and
you get used to that. P. Could be.
Could be. - :

H. You don’t regard it with the same
kind of feeling that—P. Yeah. Could be,
Could be. Well, anyway.

H. Dean says—he says—I did see Lid-
dy roughly five or six times during that
period of Jan. 5 to June, and it was
always on campaign legal matters, You
know. : :

P. Well, T know.. Dean—remember
you always told me Dean made all these
studies of it and— :

H. I beieve that. He said at one of
thosg meetings I went to, I said 1o,
I said to Liddy something about how
Is it going? He said he started to say
I'am having a hell of a time getting
Magruder going on this operation and
Dean said, “I told you, Gordon, that is
something I know nothing about and
don’t want to know anything -about, as
a matter of fact. ] :

P. That’s right. E. That was prior to
June of 1972. Right? H. Right. Yeah.
Here's another factor, now that we
know he is following up that point. He
said as a matter of fact, the reason I
'calged-hlm_ on June 19—I said, “Now
wait a minute. You called Liddy on



June- 19?” He said, “Yes, The reason I
did, because Kleindienst told me that
Liddy had come to see him on-the 18th
at Burning Tree. That was thé day after
the discovery on Sunday, we, ah—the
purpose of that was. to tell Kleindienst
he had to get his men out of jail and all
that. Kleindienst said I wish that damn
Liddy would quit talking to me about
this stuff. At that time, Lidy told Klein-.
dienst that Mitchell :had .ordered it.

P. Oh, H. That’s true. You know
though, Liddy was using that as his
means for trying to get-to the [unintel-
ligible]. : :

You know Mitchell could be telling
the truth and Liddy could be too. Lid-
dy just asumed he had abstract approval
dy just assumed he had abstract ap-
proval. Mitchell could say, “I know I
never aproved this damn plan. You've
got to figure the lines of defenses that
everybody’s .going to take here. That's
Mitchell’s. Right? What's Haldeman’s
line of defense? Haldeman’s line of de-
fense, “I never approved anything of
the sort. I just"—you know that—
What’s Ehrlichman’s? There is no doubt
he knows nething about it. The earlier
thing—yes. We did have an operation
for leaks, etc. What would you say if
they said, “Did you. ever do any wire-
taping?” That is a question they will
ask. Were you.aware of any wiretap-
ping?- E. Yes. J :

_National Security Reasons

P. You would say, “Yes.” Then,
“Why did you do it?” You would say it
wast ordered on a national security
basis. E. Natipnal security. We had a
series of very serious national security
leaks.” :

P. As you were saying on the—E.
Let me go back and pick up this busi-
ness about taps. I think-—I"have done
some checking and T want you ito get
the feel for what I would say if this
Hunt thing slopped over on me.

P. Incidentally, my view is—I don't
know Hunt— I don't think Hunt will
do that. E. I don't think he will either,
because—

P. You don’t think he is geing to
have to take a fall for [unintelligible]
any burglary? If he does—E. The, line
of response would be this as I see it.
Starting back in the days when I was
counsel to the President, we were very
concerned with our national security
leaks and we undertook at that time a
whole series of steps to try and deter-
iine the source of the leaks.

© Some of this invelved national se-
curity taps duly and properly authorized
and conducted, 'We had three very seri-
ous breaches. After I left the office of
Counsel, I continued to follow this.

P. Yeah. At your request.

E.We had three very serious
breaches. One was the whole Szulc
group; one was the Pentagon papers
and the other was the Pakistan-India
situation; but there were leaks all
"through there and so.we had an active
and on-going White House job using the
resources of the Bureau, the Agency
~and the various- departmental security
arms with White House supervision. In
this particular instance, Hunt became
involved because at the time of the
Pentagon papers break we had dual

-ns. Wa had concern about -
relationship of this particular leak to
‘other security leaks that we had across
the government—Rand, etc.—and so we
‘moved very vigorously on the whole
cast ‘of characters in the Pentagon pa-
pers: thing.  Some of our findings have
never come out. It was an effort to
relate that incident to the other national
security breaches we had, and also to
find out as much as we could about
this. We put a number of ‘people into
this that we had at work on other
things. One was Hunt and he in turn
used Liddy. I'didn’t know—and this is

a fact—I checked this two or three
ways. 1 didn't know what they were

doing about this operation in Los An-.

geles until after it occurred and they

came to me and told me that it had
been done and that it was unsuccessful
and that they were intending to make
a re-entry to secure papers that they
were after. I said no, and stopped it at
that time. Young and Krogh operated
that, the whole operation. From the be-
ginning as a matter of fact with the
Szule leaks and so on dnd they laid

it out perfectly. And Krogh is very

frank in saying, “I authorized this, op-
eration in Los Angeles, no two ways
about it.” He says, “If 1 am asked,
that’s what I will say and I will resign
and leave the Department of Trans-
portation and get out of town” He
said, “I thought at the time we were
doing the right thing and—"

National Security Cited

P. Should he? '

E. I don’t think he will have to.
Number one, I don’t think Hunt will
strike him. If he did, I would put the
national security tent over this whole

.operation. P. I sure would.

E. And say there are a lot-of things
that went on in the national interest
where they involved taps, they involved
eritry, they involved interrogation, they
involved a lot of things and I don’t
propose to open that up to [unintel-
ligible] just hard line it.

"P. 1 think is what you have to do
there. But I wanted to get that one out.
0. K, Go ahead. H. All Tignt, now. une
information idea in talking with Dean
that he proposed last r_ught—he says
he still thinks it is possible and has a
good possible approach—he has been
trying to take it apart. He says the
approach, as he sees it, 1S that the
President says here’s what’s been
charged about the White House and
about. the Committee to Re-Elect the
President. He puts it all in perspective
in terms of political, you. lgnow, this
kind of. stuff goes on, this is all [un-
intelligible] about. P. Yeah.

I But we are now at a point where
fact and fiction are becoming b‘aqu
confused. We are involved in an in-
tense political situation with the press,

_with the Senate committee, you know,

and others are prejudging this case—
[unintelligible] then Weicker and oth-
ers who are, P. Various people will—
defendants that are guilty, known to
be guilty, are making charges. H. Right.

‘F.B.I. Falsely Charged’

P. Which should, of course, be —
E. The FBI is being falsely charged with
inadequate investigation activity _and
duplicity and so forth. P. [unintelligible]
justice. E. The Department and the U. S.
Attorney’s office are being—P. They’re
[unintelligible] questionable.

"H. Now, no man -is above the law
and that is a basic principle we must
operate . on, but under these circum-
stances there’s no possibility of a fair
hearing and every man is entitled to
the protection of the law and the pub-
lic ins entitled to the facts in this mat-
ter. But the people who are in charge
and are involved are entitled to fair
treatment. People who are involved,
well wasn’t any [unintelligible] in being
involved. So, I've created a super panel

~which will. have the cooperation of all

investigative agencies. All the people
who have been charged in this matter
have volunteered to submit their en-
tire—their" facts—to this panel. P. Be
questioned by it. )

H. And be questioned by it. They've
agreed to waive their right to trial by

jury. - )

P, What [unintelligible].

H. And the panel is empowered to
act to remove anybody that it sees fit
because 'of involvement, to level fines
and to impose.criminal sanctions. The
defendants in the Watergate trial, the
mén who have already been—can also
submit information that they want.

P. Right. H. Anyone who does not
submit to the proceedings of this com-
mittee urider these conditions —

P. Resign. H. Will' be faced with the
fact that all information developed by
the  committee and all other sources
will be turned over to the Justice De-
partment for criminal prosecution. There
will be no judgment until all the facts
are received by the commission and then
the commission will make public all of
its findings and the reasons for all ac-
tions taken. They will proceed in secret
and their decisions will be final and not
subject to appeal, And the people ap-
pearing before them will voluntarily
submit to that., What [unintelligible] is
appeal.:

P. How's that [unintelligible] H. I
don't know. E. That's — that sounds
like a little bit simpler than that —
than what I originally thought he had in
mind. He says — C ’

P. Wonder if the President has the
power to set up such a thing. Can he do
that sort of thing? You know, that’s the
whole point. I don’t think so. E. Execu-
tive process. H. By voluntary — E. You
get the [unintelligible] away. Yeah but
it isn't—it isn’t that guy. It’s the fellow
who doesn’t submit who in effect is
being denied due process. - :

Subpoena Possibility

P. You're right. H. The information
on him will be turned over to the crimi:
nal—might be he’d be subpoenaed.

P. No then you see you sort of con:
demned him by— E. Negative inference.

P. Negative inference. H. We're all
condemned by negative inference right
now. E. I appreciate that, but that’s—
P. You're not condemned in a. court.
E. It's a little different. Well,: I—that
isn’t, that isn't a salient point at all in
this thing. w

H. He feels that there are a lot of -
advantages on this and two major in-
ternal ones. It will take the panel a
long time to get set up, get its pro--
cesses worked out, get its hearings done
and make its findings and then youwll
probably be past the '74 elections
which’ll be desirable, '

Secondly, the President maintains the
ultimate stroke on it, because he always
has the option on Jan. 19 to pardon
anybody who [unintelligible] a pardon.
So the potential ultimate penalty any-
body would get hit in this process could
be about two years. His view would be

‘to put — you need to get someone ‘on

the panel who knows politics. )
thE' Former Governor, or something like
at. :

H. But if you would want Earl War4
ren, he'll do it but it’s not [unintelli-
gible]. What could that matter te the
people. I said what do you do about
Ervin. Well, you call Ervin down. “You
tell him the plans and explain ‘why,
youw're doing it, that justice is not being

.carried out now, there’s finger pointing

and a lot of problems. And you ask
him to hold his hearings in abeyance
until the panel serves its purpose.

P. And what if Ervin would say, well
T'll hold my hearings in abeyance om
Watergate, but not on other things. I'mi
guessing here. That’s their problem.

H. Then you ask, — P, Oh, that’s nof|
theirs.

H. Then, T said, what if I asked Ervin
to serve on the panel. He said ha
thought that was a pretty good idea. He
said he probably wouldn’t do it, but it'd
still give him an awkward stand on a
stickly position. The only other idea he
comes up with is he said, “One thing
you might want to consider is the Presi=
dent calling Mitchell in for a ‘one-on-
one talk. The President now has all the
facts on this— [unintelligible] tell us:.
But I, Dean, don’t know the facts on
Mitchell.” He-said, “I think that Mitchelk
would not pull any punches with the
President and if the President—that
would be a way to find out what Mitch-
ell’s true perception of what did hap-
pen.” P. And that's probably the only;
way. E



H. Supposing— P. Suppose now, the
fact that [unintelligible] took my time.
Suppose you call Mitchell and say to
him, will you—what do you learn—ifor
what. And Mitchell says, “Yes, I d‘idl

it.” Then what do we say? v

H. Its greater knowledge than we
possess right now—if he would only
confess. E. T was just going to say,
maybe if Rogers said it to him—

P. Mitchell? H. Bill_ thinks—

P. Mitchell? Mitchell despises him.
H. Yeah, I know he does. That's all it
is—1 didn’t call Mitchell because I need
[unintelligible] but we should go ahead

with Magruder, 1 think,

E. Right now? P. Oh, I agree. .

H. [unintelligible] P. [unintelligible]

E. I say any idea of a meeting be-
tween you and Mitchell ought to “wait
until the Magruder, Haldeman, Mitchell
meeting. P. Oh, really"

E. And see "what transpires there.
Maybe the idea that Magruder says he
[unintelligible]

P. What about the other way around.
How about me getting Mitchell in and
say, look [unintelligible] you ve got to
teil us what the score is, John. You
have to face up to where we are. What
do we say? How do we handle [unintel-
ligible].

H. My guess is Mitchell would turn
on you. I think Mitchell would say,
“Mr. President, if it will serve any use-
ful purpose for you I would come—"

“What Do You Think, John’

P. Isn't it just as well for me to call
and ask him to meet with Magruder? Or.
what do you think, John? I have not’
really had from Mitchell but I have had
from Haldeman. I have had from Ehr-
lichman, I have had from Colson cold,
flat denials, I have asked each of you
to tell me, and also Dean, Now the Prées-
ident, therefore has not lied on this

_thing. I don’t think that yet has been
charged. Llablllty has been charged; but
they haven't charged the President with
any offense. They are [unintelligible] .in
trying to protect his people who are
lying. But I don’t—doesn’t anybody sug-
gest that I [unintelligible] this whole
damn thing?

H. As of now it is all saying that
you are being ill-served by [unintelligi-
ble]. P. By my people. But I don’t know
about Mitchell. T never asked him.

H. [unintelligible]. It can’t hurt any-
thing. [unintelligible]. P. I should get
Mitchell down rather than ask hlm,
don’'t you think? H. Yeah.

P. What I've got to do is thmk in
terms of my own plans. I will spend
my day today on this, but I will have
to clear the deck for tomorrow [unintel-
ligible].

E. You could say, considering legis-
lative legal insurance,:they tell me that
according to the information they have,
they need some assurances where you
are concerned. P. Here is what Magruder
is saying. E. Magruder is saying? P..I
think I will tell him here is what Ma-
gruder is saying. I don’t know really
know what he is saying about the
White House, but I understand. he is
saying that you signed off on it. It that
what Magruder is saying?

H. If Magruder goes public on this,
then you know — P. Incidentally, if
Magruder does that, let's:see what it
does to Magruder. E. It depends on how
he does it. If he does it under immunity,

it doesn’t do anything to him. P. All -

right—except ruin him. H. Well, yeah.

It ruins him in a way he becomes a .

folk .hero to the guys—

P. He becomes an immediate hero

with the media. You know, in terms
of—I-know how these things work.
E. Mike Wallace will get him and he
will go on “Sixty Minutes,” and  he
will come across as the All Amencan
Boy who was doing, who was just do-
ing—who was serving his President, his
Attorney, General and they misled him.
P. Yeah. E. And he can do it. P. So—

*r

H. And look at the alternative that
he now sees. It is either that or he goes
to jail on perjury. P. How are they go-
ing to prove it? E. With other witnesses,
not through his own mouth. P. What
other witnesses? H. Beats me, I don’t
know how they can prove perjury.
P. Hunt?

H. He has to be a great big gamhIe
because he knows—let’s assume—he
knows he did péerjure himself and if
you know that you are guilty, you have
to be pretty concerned about someone's
ability to prove it. P. That's right. =~

E. And Liddy and McCord, and Sloan
and that little thing in McCord’s lat-
ter about Sloan has to worry him. H. If
it’s about Sloan. That's another thought.
It may be about Barker. E, Is he
[unintelligible] H.- And it is more hkely
because Barker worked for him. E.
see. Well—

H. Barker said he couldn t remember
who he delivered the tap reports to.

[Material unrelated to Presidential
actions deleted]
P, Well, what is Mitchell’s optlor:

though? You mean to say—let’s see
what he could do. Does Mitchell come
in and say, “My memory was faulty.
Ilied?”

E. No. He can't 'say that. He says—
ah _@h—

P. “That ‘without intending to, I may
Have been respon31b]e for this, and I
regret it Very much but I did not realize
what they were up to. They were—we
wefe — talking about apples and
oranges.” That’s what I think he would
say. Don’t you agree"

H. 1 think so. He authorized apples
and they bought ‘oranges. Yeah.

P.-Mitchell, you see, is mever never
going to go im and admit perjury. I
mean he may say he forgot about
Hunt-Liddy and all the rest, but he is
never going to do that.

H. They won’t give him that con-
venience, I wouldn’t think, unless they
Tigure they are going to get you. He
is as high up as they’ve got.

E. He’s the big Enchilada.”

H. And _he’s the one the magazmes
zeroed in on this weekend.

" P. They did? What grounds?

H, Yeah. [unintelligible] has a quote
that they maybe have a big fish on
the hook. - W i 5 :

P. I think Mitchell should come down.
E. To see you, me, Magruder.

P. Yeah. We'll have him come. down,
at 5:30 [unintelligible] I would like to
talk with him. You, Magruder and he
a.nd Dea.n—no, no.

Dealing With Magruder

H. Wei}, Magruder said he would be
happy to have Dean sit in. It's my view,
I don’t think we want Dean to sit in. -

P. [unintelligible] H. I-don’t think-so.

P. Magruder has got to know—I-just
don’t—my own feeling is, Bob,~—the
reason I raise the question of Magruder

-is what stroke have you got. with Ma-

gruder? I guess we've got none.. .

E. I think the stroke Bob has wnh
him is.in the confrontation to say,
‘“Jeb, you know that just.plain isn't
50, and just stare him down on some
of this stuff and it is a golden op-
portunity to do that. And I think you
will only have this one oppu-rtumty to
do it.

P. [unintelligible] said it isn't-so be~

fore

E. -That's all the better, and in h1s
present frame of mind I am sure he
will rationalize himself into a fable that
hangs together, But' if' he knows that
you are going to righteously and in-
dignantly deny it, ah—
© P. Say that he is trying to lie to save
his own skin, E. It'll bend—lt’ll bend
him.

JH. Well, but I can make a ‘personal
point of view in the other direction,
and say, ‘“Jeb, for God's sake don’t get
yourself screwed up by—solving one lie
with a second. You've got a problem.

. You ain’t going {0 make it better by

making it worse. P. Hero for the mo-
'ment, but in the minds of —H, Well, then
you've got Magruder facing all—,

P. Let me tell you, somethmg—-mlet me
tell you'something. I have been wanting
to tell you this for some time. [unintel~
ligible] always dealing with foreigners,
Good causes are destroyed. Chambers is
a case in point. Chambers told the truth;
but he was an informer, obviously be-
cause he informed against Hiss. First of
all, it wouldn’t have made an¥ difference
whether the informer [unintelligible]:
First of all he was an [unintelligible]
Hiss was destroyed because he lied—
perjury. Chambers- was destroyed be-
cause he was an informer, but Chambers
knew he was going to be destroyed.
Now, they’ve got to know that this
whole business of McCord going down
this road and so forth. I don’t know
the [umntelthble]

E. McCord is a strange bird. P. Trymg
to get out. I have never met him. Ever
meet him? E. Nope. But Dean—P. Telf
me about h1m :

Credlblhty of Figures

H. Let's go another one. So you per-
suade Magruder that - his present ap-
proach is (a) not true; I think You car
probably persuade him of that; and (b)
not desirable to take. So he then says;.
in despair, ““Heck, -what do I do? Here's
MeCord out here accusing me.” McCord:
has flatly aceused me of perjury—He's
flatly accused Dean of complicity. Dean
is going to go,-and Magruder knows of
the fact that Dean wasn’t involved, so
he knows that when Dean goes down;
Dean can testify as an honest man.

P. Is Dean going to finger Magruder?
H. No, sir. P. There's the other point.

H. Dean will not finger Magruder but-
Dean can’t either—likewise he can't
defend Magruder. P, Well—H. Dean-
won't consider {unintelligible] Magruder:
But Magruder then says, “Look, if Dean
goes down to the Grand Jury and clears
himself, with no evidence against him
except McCord's statement, which won't '
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