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Nixon 'Scenario’ on Tape
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It was April 16, 1973. The
day hefore, President Nixon
had 'been told by senior Jus-
tice  Department officials
that a number of White
House officials were in-
volved in the Watergate cov-
er-upse

That morning, Mr. Ni%on
held three meetings in his
oval office: First he talked
with H. R. Haldeman and
John Ehrlichman; then with
John W. Dean III; then,

transcripts released Tues-

day by the White House —

because they show Mr. Nix-
on carefully fifting together
the pieces of what he calls a
“'scenario” to insulate him-
self from scandal,
/%2

“Look at the tapes for

April 16,”%a senior White

‘House official said earlier

this week. “They’re a riot. If
sounds like the President is
talking to the machine.”

What he meant, he ex-
plained, was that Mr. Nixon
—who-knew that his conver-
sation with Dean was being
taken down by a hidden
recording device — was
leading his counsel along,
step -by step, building a

* record of his own innocence. -

Haldeman, Ehrlichman
and Mr. Nixon discussed in
their first meeting, which

lasted only nine minutes, the
lecessity of persuading
Dean to sign letters request-
ing a leave of absence and
submitting his resignation
because he was certain to be
implicated in the Waterga

coverup, '

They may have discussed
other matters, but it is im-
possible to tell because the
transcript at that point is lit-
tered with “unintelligible”
notations. In one one-minute
portion, the notation appears
12 times.

Minutes later, in the same
office, there are few inter-

ruptions in the transcript of

the Dean talk.

As shown -in the tran.
script, Mr. Nixon persuaded

' Dean to 'Graft the two let-

ters, then began to Tetrace
with the young counsel what
Dean had told him in their
long conversation of March
21, when the two men re-
peatedly discussed *hush”
money for’ the original Wat-
ergate defendants.

“You rémember when you
came in,’. Mr. Nixon said,
“l askedvou the specific
question, vis anybody on the
White House staff involved
in it? You told me, ‘No.’”

“That’s right,” Dean re-
plied” & '

- After a'number of further

exchanges, with Mr. Nixon

repeatedl¥ suggesting that
he really ¥id not know much

after tite meeting, the Présic”

dent suggested' that hé®hew
that hush money ‘had been
paid. The transcript reads
as folows: :

“You had knowledge,
Haldeman had knowledge,
Ehrlichman had knowledge,
and I suppose I did ‘that
night.” T

Then, in the manneriof a
defense attorney coaching
his witness, Mr. Nixon be-
gan interrogating Dean. The
transcript continues:

P. John, let me ask -you
this: 'Let us supposé this -
thing breaks and they agk
you, John Dean, ‘“Now, John
Dean, you were the Predi-

‘dent’s counsel. Did you re-

port things to the Prési-
dent?” e

D. I would refuse to an-
swer any questions unless
you waive the (executive)
privilege.

P. On this point, T would
not waive, I think you:should
say, “I reported to the Pres-
ident, he called me in and
asked me before, when the
event first occureq, and
passed to the President the
message” that no 'White
House personnel in the
course of your investigation
were invelved.”

At ancther point, Mr J_\iix-
on admonished his counsei

“On this privilege thing —
nothing is privileged that in-
volves wrongdoing . & . lon
your part or wrongdoing ‘on
the part of anybody glse. I
am telling you that now and
I want you when you testify,
if you do, to say that the
President ' told" 'yo 't " that.
Would “you ' do ‘that? Would
you agree to that?” 5

“Yes, sir,” Dean replied.




