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House Committee Vote 

Probers Say Nixon 
Failed 
Transcripts 

Called '4: 

Inaccurate 
Washington 

The House Judiciary Com-
mittee last night rejected 

• President Nixon's release of 
edited transcripts as a sub-
stitute for subpoenaed Wat-
ergate tape recordings. 
The vote rejecting the 

transcripts followed the dis-
closure by the committee's 
lawyersthat they were, at 
least in part, "not accu-
rate:" 

The committee split 'vir-
tually along party lines, with. 
Democrats prevailing by a 
vote of 20 to 18 on a motion 
to send the President a let-
ter, formally deClaring that 
he had "failed to comply 
with the committee's sub-
poena" of tapes of 42 con-
versations. Only one Reeub-
Licari — Representative-Wil-
liam S. Cohen of Maine -
voted yes. 

John M: Doar, the coin-
rnittee?s special counsel. on 
impeachment, told the com-
mittee at a rare evening 
meeting that there were dis-
crepancies between t r a n-
scripts prepared b y the 
White House and transcripts 
made by the Judiciary Com-
mittee staff of some of the 
tape recordings previously 
turned over to the commit-
tee. 

"We have found, quite 
candidly, that these (White 
House) transcripts are not 
accurate," Doer told the si-
lent, stunned committee. 

He added quickly that he 
was "not suggesting any dis-
tortion" in the transcripts 
prepared b y the White 
House — "not at all." 

But he told the committee  

that its own tape experts 
had been able to "pick up 
parts of conversationse at 
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were marked unintellig4 
ble" in some of the Whita 
House transcripts obtained 
earlier by the committee. - 

Doar raised the issue of 
the _discrepancies as the 
committee argued into the 
night about the course it 
should take in dealing with 
the ?resident's refusal to 
comply fully with the sub-
poena., 

The subpoena ordered the 
President to turn over any 
tapes; transcripts, Dicta-
belts, notes of merepran-
dums dealing with 42 Water-
gate - related conversations. 

Mr. Nixon supplied only 
the transcripts of 31 of the 
requested conversations, ex-
plaining that the other 11 
discussions either had not 
been recorded or that no 
recording eould,be found. 

The transcripts that Doar 
described as "inaccurate" 
were those prepared by the 
White !Ouse and proviyd to 
the committee either br.  
Nixon or by a Watergate 
grand jury. 

Doer said that . the com-
mittee experts had been 
able, for instance, to "deci-
pher" portions of a crucial 
March 21, 1973, conversation 
between the President and 
John W. Dean III, the for-
mer White House legal coun- 
sel. 	- 

He said that conversation, 
which did 'dot appear on ei-
ther of two transcripts made 
by . the White House and a 
third prepared by the spe-
cial Watergate prosecutor, 
had' been detected by the 
committee staff. 

Nixon has offered to let 
the  committee chairman, 
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Rept 	trat!..,*-mem- 
bar', Representative Edward 
lititehinson of Michigan, au-
dit  the tapes to verify the 
accuracy of the tranactipts. 

Rodino . said last night, 
however, that he had lis-
tened to some of the com-
mittee's copies of the tapes 
and that he believed "it 
would be absolutely impossi-
ble for me to adequately and 
fully and responsibly au-
thenticate" the transcripts. 

Rodino read a statement 
to the committee that said: 
"The President has not com-
plied with our subpoena: We 
did not subpoena an edited 
White House version of par-
tial transcripts of portions of 
presidential conversations. 
We did not subpoena a presi-
dential interpretation - o f 
what is necessary or rele-
vant for our inquiry; And we 
did not subpoena a lawyer's 
argument present before we 
have heard any of the evi-
dence. 

"We did subpoena specific 
documents of specific facts 
of specific relevance toeour 
inquiry," Rodino went 
"We had hoped and expect-
ed the President laWfully to 
comply. The President did 
not." 

Several Republicans ob-
jected that the charge was 
"unfair," as Representative 
David W. Dennis oflIndiena 
stated0t, because it made 
the resident appear to be 
defying the committee on a 
wide assortment of request-
ed items that the Om-limit-
tee did not know for certain 
even existed. 

After adopting the com-
promise motion the commit-
tee voted 32 to 5, with one 
abstention, to kill a motion 
by Representative jOhn Con-
yers eperneMielp to recom-
mend fie the douse that it 
cite Mr. Nixon for cOntempt  

of Congress for refusing to 
comply fully with the sub-
poena. 

Included in the language 
finally approved for the let-
t e r was this statement: 
"The-  committee believes it 
essential that it have the op-
portunity to verify the au-
thenticity o f the tapes 
through the use .  of technical 
assistance. It also may be 
that the committee will.find 
a need to review the original 
tapes which are of import-
ance to the committee's in-
quiry." 

Representative Jerome R. 
Waldie (Dem-Antioch) laid 
groundwork for possible cit-
ing non-compliance as an 
impeachable offense against 
the President in the future. 

Waldie asked Dear If the 
President's wilful refusal to 
comply with the House sub-
poena is an impeachable of-
fense and Dear replied: "I 
believe it could be an im-
peachable offense under 
those circumstances." 
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