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Nixon Depicted in

Transcripts as Having
Searched for Ways to
Hide Details of
Waterczate

OPTIONS  WEIGEHED

Key Meeting Indicates
President’s Interestin

Hunt Hush Money

NYTimes——
By DAVID E. ROSENBAUM
Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, April 30—
The transcripts of recordings of
President Nixon’s key Water-
gate conversations released to-
day depict an embattled leader
searching early last year for
a way to keep details of the
case from becoming public but
indecisive on the best way to
do it.

The transcripts, edited by the
 White House before release,
show that Mr. Nixon ruled out
iclemency for E. Howard Hunt
1Jr., one of the Watergate con-
spirators. And they show a
|great dea] of interest on the
part of the President ahout the
possibility of paying “hush”
money to Mr. Hunt for h
silence. ’

At a March 21, 1973, meet-
ing, the President seemed to
press at length for such pay-
ments. Some was paid that
'night, according to a subse-
quent Watergate cover-up in-

- Transcripts -

The, New York:
Times begins today,”*
on Page 27, the publi--
cation in chronologi-
cal order of the tape
transcripts concerning
Watergate as edited
and made public by
the White House. The
additional 'transcripts
will appear on subse-
quent days. /

|
dictment. But at a meeting on
April. 14, when silence money
for Mr. Hunt was discussed
again, the President said funds
could be found but added, “But
not to hush up. . .. That's the
point.”

In his March 21 talk with
John W. Dean 3d, Mr. Nixon
discussed over and over again
option, and never said that
silence money would be wrong.
In fact, he said at one péint
that paying as much' as $1-
million “would be worthwhile.”

As for the role of Mr, Dean,
|the President’'s former counsel
and now his chief accuser, the
transcripts sugest that he was
iconsiderably less zealous about
igetting the truth out than he
!led the Senate Watergate com-
mittee to believe,

Released at Mid-Afternoon

The White House did not
release: the 1,308 pages of
transcripts until mid-afternoon,
making a careful reading today
of all the conversations impos-
sible. A closer reading in the
next days and weeks should
provide a clearer picture of the
President’s actions.

But the following pointg
were immediately apparent:

OThere was'no evidence that
Mr. Nixon knew anything ahead
iof time about the planning and
jexecution of the Watergate
burglary on June 17, 1972,

9Nothing in the transcripts
showed that Mr. Nixon had ‘a
clear picture of the facts as
early as Sept. 15, 1972—thus
contradicting Mr. Dean’s testi-

mony—but the President ap..

peared to have had some
knowledge of the' situation be«
fore the March 21 meeting,
QThere appeared to be no
question in' the minds of Mr.
Nixon and his chief assistants,
H. R. Haldeman and John D,
Ehrlichman, that as many facts
as possible should be kept from

Continued on Page 38, Column I

~ “the public and the prosecutors.
I @Mr. Nixon was apparently

. concerned about keeping facts.
- under cover to protect himself|
_“politically, as well as to keep|
#"loyal assistants from being pro-|
" "secuted, ¥ 4
nrw GThe tapes strongly s&pporti
-, one of the Watergate special|
<= prosecutor’s theories — that a|

i motive behind the alleged high-

-

level cover-up was a desire to|-

"

<. -prevent' disclosure of ‘the 1971
. -burglary of the office of Dr.
. Daniel Ells berg's former psy-
<. Chiatrist. Nonetheless, the Presi-
i . dent seemed agreeable to pay-
... ing Mr. Hunt mostly to buy his
“silence on the Watergate case
-~ rather than on the Ellsberg case.
... GMr. Nixon did rule out ex-
* "ecutive clemency for Mr. Hunt,
‘e but his primary reason seemd
" to be that the granting of
¢ clemency would be unwise po-
. " litically rather than wrong
“morally or legally.

@'+ gEven before the 1972 elec-
__tion, Mr, Nixon promised Mr.
- “Dean that after he was re-
~“elected he would take strides to
*-use the Federal Bureau of In-
-““yestigation and other Federal
-~ agencies against his political
_ enemies.

Transcripts Missing

& . The White House said that 11
“"-of the 42 conversations subpoe-
“haed by the House Judiciary
- Lommittee were never recorded
“#op did not take place and that,
L 'therefore, there were no tran-
- scripts.

= According to J. Fred Buz-
“.’hardt, the White House coun-
--sel, four conversations on April
715, 1973, were not recorded be-
““cause the machine ran out of
. tape before the discussions took
*place. Five other conversations;
“*he said, took place on tele-
*'“phones that were not connected
“*%0.a recording device, and tapes
“of two others were never
“{ound, apparently meaning that
‘*the conversations never oc-
~lcurred.

'+ In many of the transcripts,
"“"the actual words from the tape
_"'were replaced by the notations

““[unintelligible]” or “[exple-
tivel”. ‘

e 1t was difficult to know what
information was lost, but many
“of the “unintelligible’ sections
seemed to bear on significant
~'matters or to be in areas where
*-the President’s voice would log-
.ically have been raised.
... “We had better get the other
““things out of the way,” the
President said on April 14, 1973.
=iiThen the transcript continued:
s+ “I think we're going to be—
.,1.don’t want to be hammered—
“"Tunintelligible] I don’t want to
— I don’t [unintelligible] they’ll
‘~hammer the hell out of us any-
*way, but d don’t [unintelligible]
that’s a—that’s just a [unintel-
.Jigible] all here. We'll take—
= we'll take a hell of a beating
““lunintelligible] in the next 30
siidays, a lot of heat, we'll take
‘awith regard to why ‘we aren’t
~;apearing why we aren't going|
..o appear before the commit-
Cidee s
e, Funds for Defendants
" By March 21, 1973, the seven
“"men initially convicted for
Z'breaking into the Democratic|
* headquarters in the Watergate
+“puilding had been paid hun-
“dreds -of thousands of dollars
in money that had beenraised
-"for Mr. Nixon’s election cam-
"'paign.
‘" ‘Early in the March 21 meet-
“*Mr. Nixon Mr. Hunt's “black-
mail” demand for $120,000
“more. If Mr. Hunt were not
‘'paid the money, Mr. Dean said,
f'ﬁ: would tell of the “seamy”
“*things he had done for the
"White House. - .
2= Mr. Nixon accepted this dis-
**closure with apparent equanim-
ity and elicited from Mr. Dean
the guess that it mightscost as
«-much as $1-million to buy off
. Mr. Hunt forever.
. ;The President remarked,
;+“We could get that. On the
money, if you need the money
.-you could get that. You could
~get a million dollars. You could
.;get it in cash: I know where it
.-could be gotten. It is not easy.
~But it could be done. But the
«~question is, who in the hell
would handle it? Any ideas on
«.that?”
»oA few minutes later, the
.nPresident and Mr. Dean had
-+the following exchanges:
+; -~ Mr. Nixon: Just look at the
immediate’ problem, don’t
i%»you think you have to han-
i dle Hunt’s financia] situa-
i tion damn soon? |
@#7*  Mr, Dean: I think, that is
siw—1T talked with [former At-
=< torney General John N.]
.- Mitchell about that last night
. Mr. Nixon: It seems to me
-7 we have to keep the cap on
the bottle that much, or we
: don’t have any options. -
- . Mr. Dean: That’s right.
#i7 - Mr. Nixon: Either that or
it all blows right now?
%+ Mr. Dean: That’s the ques-
i tion.

Earlier Disclaimers

" “Earlier this year, Mr. Nixon
. Said he had asserted that “it
..would be wrong” ta pay silence
«money.j In a later speech, the
- President corrected himself and
. .said that he was talking direct-
1y about the granting of clem-
: .ency when he said “it would
““be wrong” and indirectly about
. paying blackmail money.
., Following is the ecritical
.. .conversation:

Mr. Nixon: Let me put it
... this way: Let us suppose that
., you get the million . bucks,
+:.and you get the proper way
.. to handle it. You could hold
" that side?

o ik



Mr. Dean: Uh, huh. ~

Mr. Nixon: It would seem
to me that would be worth-
while.

Mr. Dean: Well, that’s one
Problem.

Mr. Nixon: I know you

ave a problem here. You
ave the problem with Hunt
and his clemency. :

Mr. Dean: That’s right. An
you are going to have a
clemency problem with the,
others. They all are dgoing'
to expect to be out, and that
may put you in a position
that is just untenable at some
point. :You know, the Water-
gate hearings just over, Hunt
now demanding clemency or
he is going to blow. And, po-
litically, it's impossible for
you to do .it. You know,
after everybody. . . .

Mr. Nixon: That’s rightl
[the transcriber’s exclama-
tion pt.] :

Mr. Dean: I am not sure
that you will ever be able to
deliver on the” clemency. It
may be just too hot.

Mr. Nixon: You can’t do it
politically until after the '74
elections, that's for sure. Your
point is that even then you
couldn’t do it.

Mr. Dean: That’s right. It

may further involve you in a |

way you should not be in-
volved in this. 2

Mr. Nixon: No—it is wrong,
that’s for sure.

As late as April 14, in a
conversation with Mr. Halde-
man and Mr. Ehrlichman, the
President was still discussing
the pros and cons of paying
money to:Mr. Hunt and the
other Watergate break-in fig-
ures. ;
Earlier Conversation

Recalling an earlier con-
versation with Mr. Dean dur-
* ing which Mr, Dean had said
it might require a million dol-
lars to meet the demands of
Mr. Hunt and others, the
President recalled that he
said to Mr. Dean, “I appreci-
ate what you're doing.”
Then the President went on
to say, “I knew it was for
the purpose of helping the
poor bastards through the
trial, but you can't offer that
John. You can’t—or could
you? I guess you could. At-
torney fees? Could you go' a
. support program for these
| people for four years?”

When Mr. Ehrlichman re- |

sponded he had no idea, the
President said “Well, they
have supported other people
in jail for years.”

The President then said
funds would be found. But he
added, “But not to hush up
. ... that's the point.”

In his television defense of;

his position last night, Mr.
Nixon quoted himself as hav-
jing -said that clemency was
“wrong,” but he did not give
the entire context of the
discussion. :

About halfway through the
Nixon-Dean meeting,  Mr.
Hldeman entered the room. In
his broadcast last night, Mr.
Nixon quoted a discussion be-
tween himself and Mr. Halde-
man out of context. )

Mr. Nixon noted that he had
told Mr. Haldeman that, if the
money were paid, “we are go-
ing to be bled to death. And,
in the end, it is all going to
come out anyway.' Then you
get the worst of both worlds.
We are going to lose, and peo-
ple dre going to . . .”

Then Mr. Haldeman inter-
rupted and said, “And look like
dopes.”

The President quoted him-
self last night as . replying,
“And in effect. look like a
cover-up. So that we can’t do.”

Discussion Continued

The President ended his de-
scription of the discussion with
that passage, but in the next
sentence, he continued:

“Now, the other line, how-
ever, if you take that line, that
meants then we have to look
square in the eye as to what
the hell those losses are, and
'see which people can — so we
can avoid criminal liability?
Right?”

Thetranscripts show that Mr.
Nixon did not order that the
money be paid, but the indict-
ment of Mr. Haldeman and six!
jother top White House or cam-
|paign officials alleges that
within hours of the March 21
meeting arrangements were
made to pay Mr, Hunt $75,000.

Mr. Nixon said last night that
he had decided during the meet-
ing to “convene a new grand
jury and to send everyone be-
fore the grand jury with in-
structions to testify.”

There is no indication that
such a grand jury was ever
empaneled—and the transcripts
indicate that Mr. Nixon con-
sidered this alternative only as
a means to keep his assistants
{from having to testify in public
fbefore the Senate Watergate
committee.

There was the following
‘exchange:
| Mr. Nixon: John Ehrlich-
| man, of course, has raised the
! point of another grand jury.

i T just don’t know how you
~could do it. On what basis.

I could call for it, but I . ..

Mr. Dean: That would be
out of the question.

Mr. Nixon: I hate to leave
with differences in view of
all this stripped land. I could
understand this, but I think
I want another grand jury
proceeding, and we have the
White House before them.
Is that right, John?

Mr. Dean: Uh huh.

Mr. Nixon: That is the
point, see, Of course! That




would make the difference.
I want everybody in the
White House called. And that
gives you a reason not to
have to go before the Ervin
and Baker committee. It puts
it in an executive session, in
a sense.

The President was referring,
as he made clear in a later
exchange, to the fact. that
grand jury proceedings are nor-
mally kept secret.

Role of Mitchell

It was during the March 21
meeting that Mr. Nixon was
told that Mr. Mitchell, the for-
mer Attorney General and cam-
paign director,, had given the
final go-ahead for the Water-

gate burglary.

The next day, the President
met with Mr. Mitchell for near-
ly two hours and never asked
him whether he had, in fact,
authorized the burglary.

Mr. Mitchell told the Senate
Watergate committee last year
that if Mr. Nixon had ever
asked him he would have told
the President the whole truth.

Although the transcripts do
not show, as Mr. Dean had tes-
tified, any indication at the
Sept. 15, 1972, Nixon-Dean
meeting, that Mr. Nixon was
aware of an extensive Water-
gate cover-up, there was a dis-
cussion at that meeting about
what to do about th President’s
political enemies.

Mr. Nixon gave Mr, Dean the
following orders:

“T want the most comprehen-
sive notes on all those who
tried to do us in. They didn’t
have to do it. If we had had a

very close election and they

were playing the other side I
would understand this. No, they
were doing this quite delibes-
ately, and they are asking for
it and they are going to get it.

“We have not used the power
in the first four years, as you
know. We have never used it.
We have not used the bureau
[F.B.I], and we have not used
the Justice Department, but
things are going to change now.
And they are either going to
do it right or go.”

Mr. Dean responded, “What
an exciting prospect.”.

The March 21 meeting was
not the first time Mr. Nixon
and Mr. Dean had discussed
the matter of clemency. On
Feh., 28, Mr. Nixon voiced
sympathy “for those poor guys
in jail, particularly for Hunt
with his wife dead,” and the
following exchange ensued:

Mr. Nixon: Do you expect
clemency in a reasonable
time? What would you ad-
vise on that?

Mr. Dean: I think it is one
of those things we will have
to watch very closely,

Mr. Nixon: You couldn’t
do it, say, in six months.

Mr .Dean: No, you couldn’t.

And similar conversations
continued until mid-April,

At a meeting with Mr. Hal-
deman and Mr..Ehrlichman on|
April 14, Mr, Nixon was told
by Mr. Ehrlichman that G.
Gordon Liddy, who allegedly
organized the Watergate bur-
glary, had been promised a
pardon by Mr. Mitchell.

Mr. 1 Nixon accepted this in-
formation - without additiona’

comment.



