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—Senator Sam J. Ervin; Jr., 
Democrat of Nortl; Carolina, 
:ailed today for au in-depth 
investigation by the Senate Ju-
diciary Committee of the Jus-
tice Department's handling of 
the Watergate break-in case. 

If this is not done, he said, 
le will not be able to vote to 
2onfirm President Nixon's nom-
;nation of Earl J. Silbert, the 
,riginal Government prosecu-
tor in the case, to be United 
States Attorney here. 

Senator John V. Tunney, 
Democrat of California, said 
that he agreed that a thorough 
investigation should be made. 

Their comments were made 
just before the committee heard 
testimony by the first oppo-
nents of Mr. Silbert's nomina- 

tion. They were the only com-
mittee members present. 

Robert S. Vance, president of 
the Association of State Demo-
cratic Chairmen, said that Mr. 
Silbert's actions as the chief 
prosecutor of the Watergate 
break-in case "could hardly 
have been of more assistance 
to the cover-up operation." 

Mr. Ervin, who is chairman 
of the Senate's Watergate in-
vestigating committee, said that 
he knew of nothing derogatory 
about Mr. Silbert and had 
formed no judgment on wheth-
er he should be confirmed. 

Mr. Silbert testified last week 
that he had tried his best to 
bring out the whole story but 
had encountered lies, h al f-
truths, the withholding of in-
formation and other roadblocks. 


