WXPost way 1 1974

Dean Called
Petersen
A ‘Soldier’

By Robert E. L. Baker
Washinston Post Staff Writer

Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral Henry E. Petersen was
a “soldier” whose view of

the Watergate investigation

was a “break for us,” Presi-
dent Nixon was told by his
counsel, John W. Dean ITI.

This' assessment came
early in the day of March
21, 1973, when Dean was de-
tailing the onrush of -Water—
gate events to the President,
according to transcripts re-
leased yesterday by the
White House.

Dean told Mr. Nixon that
he, Dean, was fully aware of
the FBI’s investigation, what
the grand jury was doing,
what “witnesses had been
called and what questions
they had been asked. . - -

“Why did Petersen -play
the game so. straight with
us?” asked Mr, Nixonl.

“Because Petersen is a sol-
dier,” replied - Dean. “He
kept me informed.. He. told
me when we had problems,
where we had problems and
the like. .

“He believes in you and

* he believes in this adminis-
tration. This administration
has made him, I don’t think
he has done anything im-
proper, but he did make
sure that the investigation
was narrowed down to the
very, very fine eriminal
thing which was a break for
us. There is no doubt about
jt.”

In his testimony in Au-
gust, 1973, before the Sen-
ate’s select Watergate com-
mittee, Petersen testified he
had not received .orders
from President Nixon on
March 21 to get all the facts
and report directly to the
President as the President
told the nation in a televi-

Petersen’s straightforward
appearance before the com- .
mittee was praised by sena-
tors. : -

He told them his relations
with Dean were “good” and
that he had no - trouble
agreeing that the Watergate
investigation should not
turn into a general probe of
the White House during an
election year. :

In the transeript of the
Mareh 21,-1973, meeting be-
tween Dean and Mr, Nixon,
the President asked Dean if
he felt Petersen had done
an adequate job. _

“They ran that investiga-
tion out to the fullest extent
they could follow a lead and
that was it,” Dean replied.

“But the point .is” said’
Mr, Nixon, “where T suppose

.he could be criticized for
not doing an adequate job.
Why didn’t he call
Haldeman? Why didn't he
get a statement from
Colson? Oh, they did get
Colson.”

Later in the transeript,
the President and Dean dis-
cussed the sentencing of the
original Watergate defend-
ants, which was scheduled
two days later. Dean told
Mr. Nixon he wanted the
court to withhold sentencing
for two weeks.

“I will tell you the person
that I feel we could use his
counsel on this,” said Dean,
“because he understands the
criminal process better than
anybody over here does.”

“Petersen?” asked. Mr.
Nixon.

“Yes, Petersen,” replied
Dean.

Dean said it would be
awkward for Petersen as
head of Justice’s eriminal di-
vision but he could be given
a special White House as-
signment to conduct an in-
vestigation.

Petersen was unavailable
yesterday for comment on
the transeripts.



