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Transcripts Made Public --
New Hush-Money Details

*olvigan

Consider -
Next Move

Washington

Democrats on the House
Judiciary Committée are
weighing a formal move to
cite't” Président Nixon for
“noncompliance” with the
committee’s April 11 subpoe-
na of White House tape re-
cordings. _

But most Republicans on
the panel are balking at the
legal challenge to the Presi-
dent, and a number of them
voiced qualified acceptance
yesterday of the White
House substitution of more
than 1200 pages of edited
transeripts for the subpoe-
naed recordings. i

The possibility of a “non-

compliance” citation ++ a
first, restrained step toward
either citing Mr. Nixon*for

contempt of Congress orin-

‘cluding his refusal to ‘yield
the tapes among any eventu-
al articles of impeachment

— emerged within hours of
the arrival of Capitol Hill of
a black station wagon hear-
ing 38 sets of the White
House transcripts.

Offices of the committeer
members were deluged, at
the same time, with tele-
grams from voters urging
the panel-to insist on obtain-
ing copies of the relevant
White House tapes. g

Committee chairman Peter
W. Rodino Jr. (Dem-N.J.)
scheduled a meeting for: to-
night to consider the 38-
member panel’s next mdve
in the impeachment inquiry.

Democrats, who met pri-
vately late yesterday to dis-
cuss « the “‘noncomplianes”
motion, said they would at-
tempt to win Republican
support for it before the 7
p.m. meeting. -

One participant in the
closed Democratic caucus
said Rodino had spoken of
*‘the dilemma of not wanting

to split open the committee .

but not wanting to appear
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weak” in ‘the ‘face’ of the
White House refusal to co Q
|

~ ply fully vgrith the subpoena. "_'

In a television interview . °
. last night, Rodino said:

“I'm disappointed. After

' waiting all this period of
“ time that the material that
i we requested which is perti-

‘nent to the inquiry, to which
the American peoplehadex-

- pected we would examine,
“.and then be able to makea

vjudgment, has mnot been
" forthcoming.” ;
Committee members, in-
~cluding some Repu_la:hcar;s,
expressed growing dissatis-

faction with the President’s

-response to the subpoena of
42 taped conversations be-
lieved to bear on the Water-
gate coverup attempt.

The House members cited
the following major deficien-
cies in Mr. Nixon’s reply:

", @ Eleven of the 42 conyer-
sations listed in the commit-
tee subpoena were mnot
among the transcripts. The
White House said nine never
were recorded and fwo
could not be located.

e Mr. Nixon made no re-
ply, publicly or privately
through his lawyers, fo an
April 19 request from the
committee for a number of
additional tapes and docu-
ments dealing with the al- .
leged Watergate coverup, |
the controversial seftlement
of 'government antitrust ge-
tion against the Internation-
al Telephone and Telegraph
Corp. and large political
gifts from milk producers to
Mr. Nixon’s re-election cam-
paign. B
" @ Although the President .
offered to let Rodino and
ranking committee Republi-
can Edward Hutchinson of
Michigan gudit the fapes to
verify the accuracy of the
transcripts, he made no
provision for the committee
lawyers to join in the

* process. Some Republicans,

including the House Republi-
can leader, John J. Rhodes
of Arizona, said they had ob-
jected to the ban on commit-
teé counsel in a screening
process.

_® The White House, ac-
cording to Representative
William ' S. Cohén  (Rep.-
Maine), ~ ruled out any

feczﬁ;;ca]‘ tests’ on the with-
“Meldsape recordings to veri-

fy that they had not been
tampered with. = g T

® The edited transc'f'ipts

~vielded by the President

contained numerous pas-
sages marked “‘unintelli-
gible” or “expletive delet-
ed.” e
Mr. Nixon said in a nation-
ally lelevised address Mon-
day night that the tran-
scripts should finally “get
Watergate behind us.’"’
But  some committee
members noted pointedly
yesterday that the material
yielded by the White House
did not touch at all on other

issues that the inquiry staff

listed last week as “‘priority
matters” in the investiga-
tion of the President’s offi-
cial conduct. + ol

s Among these matters

‘were the President’s federal
‘income tax payments from
1969 through 1972, the secret
1969 bombing of Cambodia,
‘and the $100,000 cash cam-
paign contribution offerad
by Howard R. Hughes, the
reclusive billionaire, to Mr.

‘Nixon’s close friend, C: G.

‘Rebozo.

' Most Repﬁbﬁcans, S.lﬂl?;'l as

Trent Lott of Mississippi and
Lawrence J. Hogan of Mary-
land,  expressed misgivings
about Mr. Nixon’s refusal to
yield the actual tapes. But
they said that the Presi-
dent’s reply wash as Lott
stated it, “a situation I can
accept.” R

“Representative Robert
MeClory of Tllinois,~the géc-
ond-ranking Republican, en-
dorsed Mr. Nixon’s tran-

. seript offer. But his office

reported that he had re-

ceived telegrams bearing

messages including the fol-
lowing: o
1 “Don’t buy it. The tapes,
the whole tapes, nothing hut
iHe tapes.” :

CIf the subpoena was
worth issuing, il is worth en-
foreing.”

_Similar bundles of mes-
sages were stacked up in
chairman Rodino’s office
and other committee mem-
bers said the volume was
ﬂ}e largest on impeachment
since the President’s dis-
missal of the first Watergate
special prosecutor, Archi-
bald Cox touched off g.na-
tional storm—and promipted
the impeachment inquiry
— last October.
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