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The transcripts of récord-
ings 7 of President Nizon's
Watergate conversations re-
leased yesterday- depict an
embattled leader séarching
early last year for a way to
keep. details of the case from
becoming ' public — @nd
being :indecisive on the best-
way to do it. & :

A White House statem"ent
which  accompanied the
transcnpts contended i:hat
the “tapes prove that”Mr..
Nixon had no knowledge of
the bugging or the eow.réiup
and that John W. Dean ITis
the real culprit.

The franscripts, edited by
the White House hefore re-
lease, indicate that Mr, Nix-
on ruled out-clemency for E.
Howard Hunt Jr., one of the
Watergate conspirators. And
they indicate a great deal of .
interest on the part of the
President about the pgssibil-
ity of paying hush money to
Hunt. for his silence.

At a March 21, 1973, meet-
ing, the transcript indicates -
the President seemed to
press at length for such pay-
ments. Some was paid that
night, according to a subse-
quent Watergate coverup in-
dictment. But at a meeting
on April 14, when silence -
money for Hunt was’ dis-
cussed again, the transcripts
indicate, the President ‘said
funds could be found biit he
added “but not to hush up :

- that’s the point.”

At his controversial meet- .
ing on March 21, 1973, with ,
Dean, Mr. Nixon, according »
to the tramseript, discussed .
over and over again paying
off Hunt as a viable option, .
and never said that silence
money would he wrong. In

fact, he said at one point

that paying as much as $1
million **would be worth-
while.” 2"
As for the role of Dean,
the President’s former coun-
sel and now his chief aceus-
er, the transcrlpts may
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suggest that he was e

sid-

erably less zealous about .
getting the-truth out than he ,
led the Senate Watergate '

committee fo believe he had
beg_gn.

The White House did not
release the more than 1200
pages of transcripts until
mid- afternoon making a
careful reading yesterday of
all the conversations impos-
sible. A closer reading in the
next days and weeks should
provide a clearer picture of
the.President’s actions.

But there were indicaf__ions
in the transcripts of certain
points:

@ There was no evidence
in the transcripts that Mr.
Nixzon knew anything ahead

of time about the planning .-

and execution of the Water-
gate burglary on June 17,
1972. .

@ Nothing in the tran-
scripts showed that Mr.
Nixon had a clear picture of
the facts as early as Sept.
15, 1972 —thus contradicting
Dean’s testimony — but the
President appeared fo have
some knowledge of the situa-
tion. before the March 21
meeting,

@ There was no indication
of any question in the minds
of Mr. Nixon or his chief as-
sistants, H. R. Haldeman and
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John D. Ehrlichman, that as
many facts as possible
should be kept from the pub-
lic.and the prosecutors.

® Mr. Nizon’s motive
seemed to be 10 keep the
facts under cover as much
to protect himself politically
as to keep loyal assistants
from being prosecuted.

® The transcripts strong-
Iy support one of the Water-
gate speecial prosecufor’s
theories — that a motive be-
hind the alleged high - ievel
cover-up was a desire to
prevent disclosure of the
1971 burglary of the office of
Daniel Ellsherg’s former
psychiatrist.  Nonetheless,
the transcripts indicate the
President seemed agreeable
to. paying“ Hunt' mostly to
buy his silence on the Water--

gate case rather than on the
E}:ls‘berg‘ case. S

. @ Mr. Nixon did rule out
executlve clemency {for
Hunt, but his primary r2a-
son appeared to be that the
granting of clemency should
be unwise politically rather
than wrong morally or legal-
IY-‘_ 3

e Even before the 1972

election, Mr. Nixon prom-
ised Dean that after he was
elected he would take
strides to use the FBI and
other federal agencies
against his political ene-
mies.
- The White House said that
11 of the 42 conversations
subpoenaed by the House
Judiciaty Commiftee were
never recorded or did not
take place and that, there-
fore, there were no tiran-
scripts.

According to J. Fred Buz-
hardt, the White House
counsel, four conversations
on .gkprll 15, 1973, were not
recorded because the ma-
chine ran out of tape before

the discussions took place. '
Five ofher conversations, he '

said, took place on tele-
phones that were not con-
nected to a recording de-
vice, and tapes of two others
were never found, apparent-
ly meaning that the conver-
sations never occurred, Buz-
hardt suggested.

In many of the tran-
scripts, the actual words
from the tape were replaced
by the notations *‘“unintelli-

~ gible!” or “expletive.”

It was difficult to know
what information was lost,

but many of the allegedly

‘“‘unintelligible” sections
seemed to be unusually sig-
nificant or in areas where
the President’s voice would
logically have been raised.

“We had better get the

other things out of the way,”
the President gaid on April
14, 1973. Then the transcript
continued:

*1.think we're going to be
— I don’t want to be ham-
mered — (unintelligible) I
don’t want to — Idon’t (un-
intelligible) theyl hammer
the hell ouf of us ahyway,
but I -don’t’ (inintelligible}
that’s a — that’s just a
(unintelligible) gall here.
We’ll take—we’ll take a hell
of a beating (unintelligible)
in the next 30 days, a lot of

© heat, we'll take with regard

to why we aren’t appearing
. €n't appe 2

(i
R

why Jre aren’t gomg to ap-

'pear beﬁpl:e the,commitiee
.f‘f

Bv Maroh 21, 1973, the

seven men initially convict-

ed for hreaking into the

Democratic headquarters in

‘the Watergate building had
" been paid hundreds of thou-

sands of dollars in money
that had been raised for Mr.
Nixon’s election campaign.

Early on in the March 21
meeting, the franseript says
that Dean mentioned to Mr.
Nixon Hunt's ‘‘blackmail”
demand for another $120,000.
If Hunt were not paid the
money, Dean said, he would
tell of the *“‘seamy” things
he had done for the White
House. .

Mr. Nixon accepted this
disclosure with apparent
equanimity and elicited
from Dean the guess thatit
might cost as much as $1

million to buy off Hunt for-:

ever,

‘The President remarked,
“We could get that, On the.
money, if you need the mon-!

ey you could get that. You
could get a million dollars:
Youltcould get it in cash. I
. know where it could be got-
ten. It is not easy, but it
could. be done. But the ques-

tion is, who in the hell would "

handle it?
that'»'”
A few minutes Iater the

President and Dean had the
following exchanges:

Nixon: “Just look at the
Immedlate problem, don’t
you think you have to handle
Hunt’s financial situation
damn soon?”’

Any -ideas on

Dean “I think that is — T
talked with Mitchell abhout’

that last night and —

Nixon” “If seems to me °

we: have to keep the cap on
the bottle that much, or we
don’t have any options.”

Dean: “That’s right.”

Nixon:
all blows right now?”

Dean:
tion.” -

Earlier this year, Mr. Nix-
on said he had asserted that
“it ould be wrong” io pay
silencé money. In a later
speech,» the President cor-
recied’; himself and said that
he was talking directly
about the granting of clem-

“Fither that or it

“That’s the ques-

974



engy when he said "It would .
be. wrong” -and  indirectly =
aboudt -paying blackmail )

mao

convelsation: ,

Nixon: “Let me put it this

way: Let us suppose that
you get the million bucks,

and yow get the proper way '
to handle it. You could hold |

that side?”
Dean: “Uh, huk.”

Nixon: “It would seem to
me that would be worth-
while.”

Dean: “‘Well, that's one

problem,”

Nixon: “I know you Have
a problem here. ?u have

the problem with Hunt and

his clemency.”

Dean: “That's 'i‘iﬁﬁ;. And -
you are gging to have a~

clemency problem with-the

others. They all argioing to. .

expect:«to be out,:and that
may puf you in a position

that is just untenable at -

some point. You know, the
Watergate hearings just
over, Hunt now demanding
clemernicy or he is going to

blow. And, polifically, it's-
impossihle for you fo do it. -

You im?w, after everybhody

Nixon: ‘“Thats right!”
(The transcriper’s exclama-
tion point.) U

Dean: ““I am not sure that
you will ever he able to de-
liver on the clemency. It
may be just too hot.”

Nixlﬂn: “You ‘can’t do it

politically until after thé '74
elections, that’s for sure.
Your Point is that even-g}ﬂlea
you couldn’t doit.” 7§

Dean: “That’s right. 1t
may further invelve you in a
way you should not bé in-
volved in this.” .

Nixon: ‘“No'— it is wrong,
that’s" for sure.”

In*his television defense of
his 'position Monday night,
Mr. Nixon quoted himself as
having said that clemency
was “wrong,” but he did not

give the entire context of the

discussion.

About halfway through the .

Nixzon-Dean meeting, Halde-
man entered the room. In
his broadcast Monday night.
Mr: Nixon quoted a discus-
sion. between himself and
Haldeman out of context.

Mr. Nixon noted that, he

Y- ic
F?J%;uwing is the  crifi _

had told naigewman thatzir .,
the moriey swere paid, “we::
death. And, in the'end, itis4
all going to come out any- '

. way. Then you get the worst - :

of both worlds. We are going
‘o lose, and people are going " .|
to. . &

Then Haldeman interrupt- .
ed and said, “And look like
dopes.”

* ThePresident quoted him-
self Monday night as replay-
ing, ““And in effect look like
a coverup, So that we can’{ «
dO." y . e é
The transeripts show that
Mr. Nixon never diréetly or-
dered that the meney, be -

e T

-paid, but the indictment of °

Haldeman and six other top
officials alleges that within
hotirs -of the March 21 meet- .
ig | arrangements ‘were
made ‘to pay Hunt $75,000. _
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