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President N
ixon portrayed 

h
is tap

es as d
iscred

itin
g
 

testim
o
n
y
 o

f h
is ch

ief ac-
cu

ser, Jo
h
n
 W

. D
ean

 
H

I, 
b
u
t th

e
 tra

n
sc

rip
ts M

r. 
N

ix
o
n
 released

 y
esterd

ay
 

appear to substantiate m
any 

key points of ,D
ean's ver-

sion. 
M

oreover, the tapes con-
ta

in
 su

c
h
 a

 
llro

ad
 array

 
of dam

aging 
m

aterial o
n
 

th
e co

v
eru

p
 

and on presi-
dential think-
ing about various aspects of 
the W

atergate investigation 
as to m

ake it apparent w
hy 

M
r. N

ixon has been so re-
luctant to give them

 up. 

It's clear n
o
w

 th
at th

e 
P

resident, faced w
ith tittle 

chance of keeping the m
ate-

rial secret forever, is hoping 
h
is o

w
n
 act o

f rn
 ek

in
g
 it 

public, coupled w
ith his ap-

peal for a sym
pathetic read-

ing and his stepped up tray-
tm

entum
 from

 the H
ouse im

-
el sch

ed
u
le, W

ill tak
e m

o
-

peachm
ent inquiry. 

W
hat seem

s m
ore likely 

is that the very am
biguities 

in the tapes w
hich M

r. N
ix-

on hopes w
ill save him

 w
ill 

instead intensify pressures 
for still m

ore m
aterials. F

ar 
fro

m
 lay

in
g
 to

 rest su
sp

i-
cions about the P

resident, 
th

e tran
scrip

ts serv
e to

 
heighten them

 further. 
In a sum

m
ary m

ade pub-
lic a few

 hours before the 
transcripts, the W

hite H
ouse 

pointed to these conflicts 
w

ith D
ean's testim

ony be-
fore the S

enate W
atergate 

C
om

m
ittee: 

• A
 tape of the S

ept. 15, 
1972, discussion betw

een 
D

ean
 a n

 d
 th

e .P
resident 

"does not in any' w
ay sup-

port D
ean's testim

ony that 
th

e P
resid

en
t w

as 'fu
lly

 
aw

are of the coverup.' " 
• 

T
apes show

ed the for-
m

er W
hite H

ouse counsel 
to

ld
 M

 r. N
ix

o
n
 a

b
o
u
t 

hush-m
oney dem

ands from
 

W
atergate defendants o n 

M
arch

 2
1
, 1

9
7
3
, n

o
t o

 n
 

M
arch 13, as D

ean had testi-
fied. 

• 
Instead of telling the 

P
resident all about the cov-

eru
p
 o

n
 M

arch
 2

1
, 1

9
7
3
, 

D
ean om

itted references to 
a num

ber of his ow
n acts —

 
suborning perjury and lean- 

dling hush-m
oney, am

ong 
other things. 

O
n tw

o of the three points, 
th

e tran
scrip

ts are at b
est 

am
b
ig

u
o
u
s an

d
 at w

o
rst, 

contradictory of the W
hite 

H
ouse sum

m
ary. 

T
he m

ost am
biguous is the 

transcript of the S
eptem

ber 
15 m

eeting. T
he discussion 

of the W
atergate affair in 

the w
ake of the first indict-

m
ents announced that day 

w
as lengthy. A

t one point 
M

r. N
ix

o
n
 said

 to
 D

ean
, 

"B
ut the w

ay you have han-
d

led
 all th

is seem
s to

 m
e 

h
as b

een
 v

ery
 sk

illfu
l -

putting your fingers in the 
leaks that have sprung here 
and sprung there." 

T
he W

hite H
ouse, in its 

sum
m

ary, contended that 
M

r. N
ixon w

as not referring 
to a coverup but rather to 
politics, civil suits and other 
m

atters.' 
T

 h e dialogue, how
ever, 

left at least the suspicion of 
presidential lm

ow
ledge —

 at 
an

o
th

er p
o
in

t M
r. N

ix
o
n
 

talked of the possibility that 
th

e w
o
rst m

ig
h
t h

ap
p
en

, 
w

ithout elaborating, but that 
you button. things up and 
hope for the best. 

If that transcript is am
big-

uous, the one for M
arch 21,  

1973, show
s precisely that 

D
ean did tell the P

resident 
about his role in hush-m

oney 
activities and about suborn-
ing perjury. 

A
s to

 th
e q

u
estio

n
 o

f 
dates, the P

resident is cor-
rect that he and D

ean dis-
cussed hush-m

oney on the 
21st, not the 13th. B

ut the 
transcripts also show

ed how
 

easy it w
ould have been to 

confuse the dates. O
n both 

occasions, the tw
o discussed 

at length the W
atergate af-

fair and its potential prob-
lem

s for the adm
inistration. 

T
here is another point on 

w
hich D

ean's testim
ony is, 

indeed, in error. H
e told the 

S
enate he could not recall 

being asked to w
rite a re-

p
o
rt d

u
rin

g
 th

at p
erio

d
 

hanging out all the W
ater-

gate dirty linen. T
he tapes 

sh
o
w

ed
 h

e w
as ask

ed
 to

 
w

rite one, but the context 
w

as not w
holly supportive of 

the P
resident. 

O
ne strong im

pression left 
by the transcripts w

as that 
th

e P
resid

en
t w

an
ted

 
a 

D
ean report that continued 

to w
hitew

ash at least som
e 

of the W
hite H

ouse involve-
m

ent. 
O

n m
any other points not 

specifically contested by the 

W
hite H

ouse, the transcripts 
supported D

ean's testim
ony 

—
 about the extensive dis-

cussions of hush-m
oney and 

th
e fact th

e P
resid

en
t d

id
 

not say it w
ould be w

rong, 
for instance. 

It w
ill take legal m

inds to 
determ

ine w
hether the tapes 

show
 conclusively that the 

P
resident com

m
itted any il-

leg
al acts. B

u
t w

h
ere 

the 
transcripts a r en 't conclu-
sive, there w

ill be dem
ands 

for m
ore. 

A
s the battle to get them

 
shapes up on C

apitol H
ill 

and at the special prosecu-
tor's office, M

r. N
ixon w

ill 
be off first to address a R

e-
publican group in P

hoenix 
o
n
 F

rid
ay

, th
en

 to
 o

p
en

 a 
com

m
encem

ent exercise in 
O

klahom
a t h e follow

ing 
w

eek. 

In June there is the possi-
bility of a sum

m
it m

eting 
in M

oscow
. 

It w
ill be an effort to leave 

W
atergate behind, to leave a 

trail of presidential activity 
that w

ill m
odify the effects 

of those 1308 pages of tran-
scropt. 

H
e has tried the approach 

before w
ithout lasting suc-

cess. 
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