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Demos’ React:on to Speech

Washmgton

A solid ma]orlty of the
House Judiciary Committee
last night called unaccepta-
ble President Nixon’s deci-
sion to give it manuscripts

but nof-tapes of his Water-

gate :conversations for its
1mpeachment inguiry.

«“We will accept no less
. than the materials spe-
c1f1ed” in ‘the subpoena sent
to the Pres1dent April 11,
said chairman’ ‘Peter W. Ro-
dino (Dem -N.J. ) yesterday
afternoon ,after the White
Touse had ‘leaked word of
the President’s decision. Ro-
dino’s office said last night
he had no further statement.

tempt to cover up the Water- ‘

gate break-in.

All committee Democrats‘

who could be téached

agreed with Rodino.:that
transcripts edited by the
President are notan accept-
able substitute for the spo-
ken words which add»th,e di-
mension of mﬂectaon and
tone.

Mr. Nixon agreed to‘ pet-
mit Rodino and the commlt-
tee’s senior Repubhcan
Representative Edward:
Hutchmson (Rep - Mich.)
lister to the tapes ']
the t1 anscrlpts

assembling the. ‘evidence,
would not be permitted to
“hear the tapes, according to
Mr,_ Nixon. Nor would any
othe? committee members.

A. majority of members
felt-they. must be permitted
to hear the tapes to make a
judgment as to whether the
President should be im-
peached for Watergate or
other matters. "

Republicans

Several
i thise viewss But, the
senwr Republicans,

son and Representa-

o N.JY) :
members should be able to

tivé‘ obert McClory v (Rep -
: d*bhey W&r satxsfleq,
“Mr. Nixon’s ecision:

Hutchinson, <whohag, stood
solidly -with “Rodino; for two
months demanding that! the
White House turn over the
materials, said after the
speech: “I think it’s a goed
proposition. I have no prob-
lem accepting transcripts so
long :as there is a method for

verification. “If the commit-

tee decides we should listen

to the tapes, I'm willing.”

McClory said of the Presi-
dent’s ‘speech that it prom-
ised ‘‘adequate comp]iance
with th e subpoena” and
“should completely satisfy
our needs.”

But Representative Tcym
Railsback (Rep - 1), anoth-
er senior committee Repub-
lican, said “I* have prob-
lems” with the White
House’s response — edited
tapes. He said he would pre-
fer that Rodino, Hutchinson,
Doar and Jenner do the edit-
ing. “It is very mmrportan"r
that we hear voice inflec-
tions,” said Railsback.

Representative Wi 1liam
Cohen (Rep - Me.) agreed
with ‘Railsback. Representa-
tive Charles Sandman (Rep -
said all committee

hear whatever - Rodino and
Hutchinson consider rele-
vant.

The Repubhcan high com-
mand formed ranks “behind
the = Presidenti Hst night,
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hailing’ his decision to give
the committee the dran-
scripts and then tor make
them all public. ]

Vice President Gerald R.
Ford' said: “The President
is giving the House Judici-
‘ary Committee more than
envqugh' “information with
which to earry out its inves-
tigation. :

" Republican National
Chairman George. Bush
'c:aﬂed the President’s deci-
sion _to_m-ake the tapes pub-
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“lic ™™ bold move” and said
‘his plan.to givethe commit-
tee. . all pertment informa-
tion

vinced this is a major‘step
in putting the 1mpeachment
proceedings behind “us .and
in Taying to rest the charges
against the President.””,

Senate Minority Leader
Hugh Scott (Rep-Pa.): said,
“the President’s willingness
to subject himself to sworn
testimony before Chairman
Rodino and Congressman

Hutchinson is evidence of-

good faith.”

Committee Democrats.

who commented were all op-
posed to the President’s de-
cision fo . give them edited

transecripts, rather than the

original tapes.
Representative Jerome R.
Waldie (Dem-Antioch) said
that- Mr. Nixon was being
“condescending and con-
temptuous” and that his

nt the Tapes

“should have broad

public suprport I am¢ con—? . crat,

duty is ond to the sub-
poena.ll T
‘Another comnu%"fee

Representative £
ward Mezwnsky# of Towa, -
said thatwain’ “attempting
very clearly to discredit
John Dean,” the President
had made it ‘“all the more
1mperat1ve that we do have
the tapes.”

Mezvinsky said that ‘‘to
give us a sanitized, cleansed
anscript of conversations

‘V%rﬂ%% on’t wash.”

The most bitter reaction
withinthe committee came
from Representative Robert

. _Drinan (Dem-Mass. )
whoi4s . the first to intro-
duceantimpeachment reso-
lution last year. °

_“I think this is a new di-
versmnary tactic,” said Fa-
ther Drinan, who is a Jesuit
priest: and former dean of
Boston College School of
Law..

The commlttee ] attxtude
toward the President’s offer
may in the end boil down to -
the ]udgment of the commit-
tee 16aders and lawyers.

Rodino was closeted last
mght with Doar, the special
.counsel on 1mpeachment
apparently, prepamng a re-
sponse to" give to the com-
mittee when it meets today.
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