- The
matters” to which the Presi-
dent referred apparently
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leon Reveais He
Conmdered Payoffs

Washmgton '

- President. Nixon conceded '

for the.first time last night

that at his March 21, 1973,
meeting with John W. Dean
1T, he had openly consid- -
“ered ordering payments to
.one of “the Watergate .con-
‘spirators, E. Howard Hunt .
Jr., . to;prevent Hunt from
~disclosing ‘‘sensitive nation- - §

al security matters.” -

But, by the end of that
~meeting, Mr. Nixon. said he .
had plainly rejected the idea’ -
~of hush. money..

“In the course of conmder- .

ing it — and of ‘just thinking

out lnud’ as I put it at one
point — I several times sug- -

gested that meeting Hunt's

demands might be neces-
sary,” the President said in -
his natwnally televised acl—-- i

A dem had started,

dress.

.Accordmg to the conspira-_
¢y indietment brought by a
Watergate grand jury last

‘March 1, arrangements for

the . clehvery of $75,000 to

Hunt's lawyer were made -

shortly after the President's
meeling with Dean.

“national secur 1ty

concerned the fact that Hunt
was a member of the While

"House unit known as the
“Plumbers’’ and had partie- -
.ipated"
Daniel Ellsberg's former.

in. the burglary of

psychiatrist in 1971,
In his [ullest account to

date . o[ the controversial

March 21 meeting, Mr. Nix-
on contradicted in part the
testimony of ‘Dean and the
former White House chief of

staff, ‘H.-R: Haldeman, .who

entered the meédting some

time .after the discussion be--
tween Dean and the Presi-

E. HOWARD HUNT JR
Onc Hhe Plumbers

It was at that meeting, ac-
cording to both -the Presi-
dent and Dean, that Dean

- gave the President the first
- detailed description of how
_Lhe Watergate burglary had

come abaout.
Mr.- Nixon said that after

considering. the *‘option” of -

paying off Hunt he “iraced
through where that would
lead.”

“The money could he
raised. But money demands
would lead inescapably to
clemency ‘demands, and
clemency: could not he
granted,” Mr. Nixon ‘$aid,
recalling his conversation.

Then, apparently quoting
directly from the tape
recordings. of that meeling,
Mr: Nixon declared:

i sald ‘It is wrong, that's
for sure,’ I pointed out: ‘But

‘in the end, we are going to

be bled to death. And, in the

end, it is all going to conte
out anyway. Then vyou get
the worst of both worlds. We
are going to lose. and people

- are going to. . .*

““And look like dopes'"

sald Haldeman

\nd in eflect,’ 1 added.
Luok like a coverup so that
we can't do." "

In testimony before the

‘Senate Watergate: commit-

lee, Dean said there were
discussions with the Presi-
dent of possible hush money
at ‘meetings on-both March
13- and. March  21. Subse-
quently, according to inves-
tigative sources, Dean ac-
knowledged. that the.entire
discussion ~had ' .probably

. been.on March 21. .

Dean said the President
had implied that the .pay-

“menis should be made and

had given no indication thatl
he did not approve of them.

‘Haldeman testilied that he
had not been in the meeting
when the payments had
been discussed —.a recollec-
tion apparently contradict-
ed by the tapes — but that

he had heard the President

reject making payments on
a tape of the conversation
between Dean and Mr, Nix-
on.

Mr. Nixon said last night
that he recognized that “‘this
tape of March 21 is one in
which different meanings
could hc read by different
people.” :

“But,” the President con-
tended, by the end of the
meeling, as ihe tape shows,
my decision was to convene
a new grand jury — and to -
send everyone before 1he-
grand jury with mslructwns
Lo testify.”
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