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Im
peachm

ent: A
fter a W

hile. Y
ou G

et U
sed to It 

A
t so

m
e u

n
rem

ark
ed

 p
o
in

t in
 tim

e, 
th

e p
eo

p
le sto

p
p
ed

 talk
in

g
 ab

o
u
t im

-
p
each

m
en

t as a catacly
sm

 to
o
 h

o
rrib

le 
to

 co
n
tem

p
late an

d
 cam

e to
 accep

t it, 
alm

ost calm
ly, as inevitable —

 like .the 
1
9
7
4
 fo

o
tb

all seaso
n
 o

r th
e 1

9
7
6
 elec-

tions. 
T

he change m
ay have com

e about in 
p
a
rt b

e
c
a
u
se

 o
f th

e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t's ta

x
 

p
ro

b
lem

s, w
h
ich

 are a lo
t easier to

 u
n
-

d
erstan

d
 an

d
 relate to

 th
an

, say
, th

e 
u
n
au

th
o
rized

 b
o
m

b
in

g
 o

f C
am

b
o
d
ia, 

an
d
 b

ecau
se o

f h
is o

b
v
io

u
s stallin

g
 o

n
 

the W
hite H

ouse tapes. 
B

u
t it isn

't o
n
ly

 th
at th

e p
eo

p
le u

n
-

d
erstan

d
 m

o
re clearly

 w
h
at k

in
d
 o

f 
p
erso

n
 th

eir P
resid

en
t is. It is also

 b
e- 

c
a
u
se

 th
e
 p

a
st se

v
e
n
 m

o
n
th

s o
r so

 
have been profoundly educational and 
th

e p
eo

p
le are fin

ally
 b

eg
in

n
in

g
 to

 u
n
-

d
e
rsta

n
d
 w

h
a
t k

in
d
 o

f p
ro

c
e
ss im

-
peachm

ent is. 
G

ettin
g
 rid

 o
f a P

resid
en

t, it tu
rn

s 
o
u
t, is a g

o
o
d
 d

eal lik
e p

reg
n
an

cy
. It 

seem
s to

 tak
e to

o
 lo

n
g
, b

u
t d

u
rin

g
 th

e 
tim

e it tak
es, y

o
u
 g

et u
sed

 to
 it—

u
sed

 
to

 th
e p

ro
cess an

d
 u

sed
 to

 co
n
tem

p
lat-

in
g
 th

e p
ro

b
ab

le resu
lt. 

A
n
d
 w

h
en

 th
e resu

lt fin
ally

 co
m

es, 
y
o
u
'v

e alread
y
 m

ad
e th

e n
ecessary

 ad
-

ju
stm

en
ts, an

d
 y

o
u
're ab

le to
 tak

e th
e 

fin
al ev

en
t m

o
re o

r less in
 strid

e. 
T

h
a
t's w

h
a
t h

a
s b

e
e
n
 h

a
p
p
e
n
in

g
 

w
ith

 im
p
each

m
en

t. W
h
en

 th
e q

u
estio

n
 

w
as first raised

, im
p
each

m
en

t w
as 

so
m

eth
in

g
 v

ag
u
ely

 rem
em

b
ered

 fro
m

 
high school history books. It sounded a 
lot like being throw

n out of office, and 
th

at is w
h
at a lo

t o
f A

m
erican

s to
o
k
 it 

to be. 

C
o
m

m
en

tato
rs an

d
 p

o
litician

s tried
 

to
 h

elp
 clear th

in
g
s u

p
 b

y
 co

m
p
arin

g
 

im
p
each

m
en

t w
ith

 crim
in

al in
d
ict-

m
ent. T

he com
parison, isn't quite accu-

rate, an
d
 in

 an
y
 case, in

d
ictm

en
t isn

't 
all th

at w
ell u

n
d
ersto

o
d
 eith

er. 
N

early
 all th

e early
 p

o
lls sh

o
w

ed
 

m
o
st A

m
erican

s to
 b

e o
p
p
o
sed

 to
 im

-
p
each

m
en

t. B
u
t D

em
o
cratic N

atio
n
al 

C
h
airm

an
 R

o
b
ert S

trau
ss rep

o
rted

 last 
m

o
n
th

 o
n
 a p

o
ll (in

 O
h
io

's first co
n
-

g
ressio

n
al d

istrict) th
at av

o
id

ed
 d

irect 
m

en
tio

n
 o

f im
p
each

m
en

t, ask
in

g
 in

-
stead

 if th
e resp

o
n
d
en

ts w
an

ted
 th

eir 
co

n
g
ressm

an
 to

 v
o
te fo

r th
e S

en
ate to

 
"h

o
ld

 a trial to
 d

eterm
in

e P
resid

en
t 

N
ix

o
n
's in

n
o
c
e
n
c
e
 o

r g
u
ilt o

n
 th

e
 

ch
arg

es related
 to

 W
aterg

ate." F
ifty

-
eig

h
t p

er cen
t said

 y
es. 

T
h
at d

o
esn

't m
ean

 th
at 5

8
 p

er cen
t 

o
f all A

m
erican

s w
an

t th
e P

resid
en

t 
im

p
each

ed
, b

u
t it d

o
es su

g
g
est th

at 
so

m
e o

f th
e o

p
p
o
sitio

n
 to

 im
p
each

-
m

en
t m

ay
 h

av
e b

een
 an

 em
o
tio

n
al re-

actio
n
 to

 th
e w

o
rd

 rath
er th

an
 to

 th
e 

process. 

A
s th

e p
ro

cess b
eco

m
es b

etter u
n
-

derstood, the w
ord is losing som

e of its 
fo

rb
id

d
in

g
 q

u
ality

. B
y
 th

e tim
e th

e 
H

ouse Judiciary C
om

m
ittee is ready to 

v
o
te a b

ill o
f im

p
each

m
en

t, th
e p

eo
p
le 

w
ill b

e read
y
 to

• tak
e im

p
each

m
en

t in
 

strid
e. 

O
n
e o

f th
e th

in
g
s th

at is h
elp

in
g
 to

 
g
et th

e p
eo

p
le read

y
 is th

e fact th
at 

th
e P

resid
en

t h
im

self seem
s to

 h
av

e 
accep

ted
 th

e in
ev

itab
ility

 o
f h

is im
- 

p
each

m
en

t. H
e seem

s m
erely

 to
 b

e 
w

e
ig

h
in

g
 w

h
ic

h
 w

o
u
ld

 b
e
 h

is b
e
st 

ch
an

ce fo
r av

o
id

in
g
 co

n
v
ictio

n
 in

 th
e 

S
en

ate: im
p
each

m
en

t o
n
 ev

id
en

ce in
 

the W
hite H

ouse tapes and docum
ents, 

o
r im

p
each

m
en

t fo
r refu

sin
g
 to

 m
ak

e 
that evidence available. 

T
his w

hole sense of inevitablility, of 
co

u
rse, is h

av
in

g
 its effects w

ith
in

 th
e 

P
resid

en
t's p

arty
, p

articu
larly

 w
ith

 th
e 

lo
ss o

f fiv
e o

u
t o

f six
 sp

ecial H
o
u
se 

electio
n
s. In

 fact, so
m

e co
m

m
en

tato
rs 

--n
o
tab

ly
 E

lizab
eth

 D
rew

 o
f th

e A
tlan

-
tic M

o
n
th

ly
—

h
av

e started
 to

 w
o
rry

 
th

at th
e P

resid
en

t m
ay

 w
in

d
 u

p
 b

ein
g
 

im
p
each

ed
 n

o
t fo

r h
is crim

es an
d
 im

-
p
ro

p
rieties b

u
t b

ecau
se h

is fello
w

 R
e-

p
u
b
lican

s see h
im

 as a p
o
litical lia-

bilty. 

N
o
 o

n
e w

ill ev
er k

n
o
w

 if th
at w

o
rry

 
is w

ell fo
u
n
d
ed

. T
h
ere w

o
u
ld

 b
e n

o
 

w
ay

 to
 tell w

h
eth

er th
e P

resid
en

t w
as 

im
p
each

ed
 b

ecau
se th

e R
ep

u
b
lican

s 
lo

st so
m

e sp
ecial electio

n
s o

r w
h
eth

er 
th

e
 p

e
o
p
le

, h
a
v
in

g
 m

a
d
e
 u

p
 th

e
ir 

m
in

d
s ab

o
u
t R

ich
ard

 N
ix

o
n
, w

ere sim
-

p
ly

 rep
u
d
iatin

g
 an

y
 R

ep
u
b
lican

 w
h
o
 

didn't have the guts to disavow
 him

. 
In

 an
y
 case, th

e p
eo

p
le n

o
 lo

n
g
er 

seem
 to

 th
in

k
 o

f im
p
each

m
en

t as a 
d
ark

 an
d
 d

an
g
ero

u
s th

reat to
 th

e in
-

tegrity of the A
m

erican system
. A

n aw
-

ful lot of them
—

and not just N
ixon-ha-

ters, either —
 see M

r. N
ixon's non-im

-
p
each

m
en

t as far m
o
re th

reaten
in

g
. 


