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House: Impeachinent Probe

By James M. Naughton
New York Times

Washington

The acquittal verdict yes-
terday in the Mitchelt
trial ‘heartened the
House, virtually eliminated
one of the key issues in the
House impeachment inquiry,
and underscored the import-
ance of the Watergate tape
recordings in other criminal
and . impeachment proceed-
ings.

“The President was very
pleased for the two men and
their families,” a White
House spokesman said of the
acquittal in New York of for-

mer-Attorney Géneral John
Mitchell and former Com-
merce Secretary Maurlce
Stans.

The reaction, in a Whlte
House preparing a counter-
offensive against the im-
peachment proceedings, was

apparently understated.

Well - placed administra-
tion officials said yesterday
that the verdict in New York
may play a crucial role in
President Nixon’s dealings
with the House Judiciary
Comumittee.

The development was the
first in - almost exactly a
yedr — since the resignation
of H.R. Haldeman and John
_Ehflichman and the dismiss-
al of John W. Dean III from
the White House staff last
April. 30 — to offer encour-
agement for Mr. Nixon in
the Watergate affair,

Beyond a change in at-
mosphere, however, the ver-
dict may have significant
practical impact on the
President’s future course of
action.

In finding Mitchell and
Stans innocent of obstruct-
ing justice and of conspiracy
and perjury in the tangled
affairs of financier Robert
Vesco, the trial jury in New
York in effect - discounted
testimony 'against the two
defendants by Dean, the for-
mer White House legal coun-
sel. .

Dean is also the primary
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government ‘withess in the
forthcoming Watergate con-
spiracy trial of Mitchell,
Haldeman and Ehrlichman
and four others, and he is
the principal accuser of the
President in the alleged
White House effort to ob-
struct the .Watergate inves-
tigation. 3
According to the adminis-
tration sources, the White
House will attack Dean’s
credibility as part of the
public campaign being pre-
pared to. accompany the
President’s reply this week
to the Judiciary Committee
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subpoena of re ';dmffs of
42 Watergate- related con-
versations.

The suggestion — that
Dean’s testimony misled
prosecutors and

day by one unnamed senior

administration official who

said that the New York ver-
dict “by implication makes
Dean a liar, which makes
one wonder how many other
lies he’s. told.”””

“It’s interesting to .note
that after Mitchell and Stans | .

were found-guilty. and hung

in the public eye for gver a:

year that the jury has found

impeach- ¢
ment investigators — was :
apparently heralded yester-

them not gulty
thing”*h-e added...

of any-

being publicly pilloried who
are also not guilty of doing
anything wrong?”’

A congressionali official
said it is likely that'the staff
of ‘the Judiciary Committee
will downgrade, and perhaps
abandon, its investigation of
the secret $200,000 gift to the
President’s re-election cam-
paign by Vesco. The dona-
tion was at the heart of the
Mitchell-Stans trial.

John M. Doar, the snpe'cial
counsel to the Judiciary
Committee, had said on

. Thursday that the Vesco

contribution was one of the
“priority matters” being
pursued by the inquiry staff

Sources close to the im-
peachment inquiry also said
yesterday that they expect
the White House to be em-
bol@ened in the President’s
apparent plan to substitute
edifed transeripts for the ac-
tual tapes subpoenaed by
the committee.

“I’'m prepared for an
enormous publicity blitz” by
the White House, one of the
investigators sald '

But he also said that the
utlmate effect of the verdict
in New York, and any conse-
quent attack on Dean’s testi-

»

“How ;*
many other good men;are:

" conversations

mony, *'wouic “he to strenvth
en’ aﬁfl *Judteiarv Comrmt-
tee’s emallds for the W}ute
House tapes.

Inaddition to the 42 taped
involved in
the committee subpoena the
1mpeachment inquiry is ask-
ing the President to volun-
tarily - -supply many other
taperecordings. The num-
ber of conversations covered
by the additional tapes has

. been reported variously as
79 or “more than 100.” :

It is those recordings, rath-
er than unsubstantiated
testimony by Deanor ohers,
that '~ apparently constitute
the main ingredient of the
evidénce that could impli-
cate or exonerate 1\/11 NIX-
on.

An official familiar with
the impeachment inquiry
summed up the impact of -
the acqulttal of Mitchell a.nd
Stans as follows:

“It’s a sobering thing, It
means that the inquiry is
going.to be based on what
we find (in the evidence).
Never mind the atmos-
phere.”



