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Reinecke’ s
survival
test nears

By Sydney Kossen
Political Editor

. Lt. Gov. Ed Reinecke’s
pending trial on Federal

perjury charges has com-
pounded the miseries of con-
servative Republicans.

He has been privately
pleading with them not to
turn their backs on his cam-
paign for governor.

Publicly Reinecke main-
tains an image of confi-
dence. He cites recent pub-
lished polls showing him
still

val in the June 4 primary,

- Clearly, though, Re-
inecke’s support is -erod-
ing. And heis sllpplndm the
polls

Reinecke faces what may
be a survival test next Sat-
urday in San Mateo at an
endorsing convention . of
United Republicans of Cali-
fornia, made up of some
9000 hard-core right wing-
ers. Keynote speaker will be
Rep. John Ashbrook of Ohio
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a 1972p1 esidential con
tender billed In the San

Mateo program as the
GOP’s  ‘“voice - of con-
science.” :

_ Reinecke tries to incite
voters against Watergate
prosecutor Leon Jaworski,
He contends that Sen. Ed-
ward M. Kennedy of Massa-
chusetts would gain if he los-
es the election because
“Kennedy would not like to

see a Republican Adminis-
tration in California in
1976.”

Many Republicans huve

applauded Reinecke’ decla-
ration, “1 am absolutely not
guilty.” ;

Yet to many he invokes
memories of former Vice
Pl‘egd*qg;nt Agnew crying out

ahead of Controller :
Houston Flournoy, chief ri- -

U.S82 Supreme Court, u. ,uallx, |

in California last year that
he, too, was inrocent and
would not resign.

“It’s a deep dilemma for
us,” says Michael Djorjey-
ich of San Rafael, UROC
convention cochawman and
former California Young Re-
publican president: w

HUnder normal cifcum-
stwes Reinecke jwould be
the “frontrunner for our en-
dorsement. In my: lifetime

.we have never had a situa-

tion like this.” .
The California Re'pubhcan
Assembly, an older conserv-
ative: volunteer movementy
voted to back Reinecke ear-
lier this year. That came be-
fore - he was indicted on
charges of lying to the Sen- .
ate . Judiciary Committee
about the dates of ITT’s of- |
fer to help finance the 1972
GOP National Convention.

Reinecke’s would-be sup-’

. borters were puzzled anew

Friday svhen his trial was",
delayed hy a Federal judge. .

“in Washington at the request

of defense counsel.
":‘l "l.x
No new trial date has héen
set. ©It could be very well
past the primary.” said Dis-
trict - Judge Barrington D
Parker.

The trial had been sched-.
uled for the week of May i3.
Last weekend Reinecke told -
newsmen he would not seck
a' delay and that he was
counting on a verdict of in-
J necent before the election
June 4

Now only the May 13 hea1
ing date for motion stlll
stands. This includes Re- |
inecke’s request to- shift {he
trial from the District of Co-
lumbia to California.
que§t ‘of the change of ven-
ue, Reinecke’s lawyers may-
have to- go all the way to the |

a long, s&ow route.

E.
in‘éeke s Washington attor-
ney, has said a trial-date
after June 1 would be all
right because a “‘case of

“such magnitude" requires

more time to prepare

g is Mr. Jawors'ki’s tim-
ing fhat has thrust thisinto

In |-

Joseph Donohue,. Re- ,

the politheal =zrena.” BRe-
inecke said. “I asked for
this to be completed last
vear .and they promised that
it"'would be by Oct. 1.”




