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landestine "W
E

i 
lors9? 

T
he fight betw

een the C
entral Intel-

ligence A
gency and a form

er em
ployee 

nam
ed V

ictor M
archetti is a lot m

ore 
im

portant than it sounds. 
O

n the surface w
e have another bor-

ing argum
ent about secrecy. M

archetti 
w

rites a book about C
IA

. T
he agency 

says the book contains classified m
ate-

rial. It goes to court asking for an or-
d
er n

o
t to

 p
u
b
lish

. T
h
e ju

d
g
e ru

les 
that som

e of the m
aterial m

ay be pub-
lis,hed (C

IA
 forgot to classify it) and 

som
e m

ay not. 	
- 

S
o
 M

arch
etti's b

o
o
k
 w

ill b
e p

u
b
-

lished w
ith 168 deletions, and his pub-

lisher (K
nopf) w

ill appeal the judge's 
ruling at great financial cost. 

P
ending appeal, all of the foregoing 

is, likely to encourage the heavier use 
o
f ru

b
b
er stam

p
s m

ark
et "secret" b

y
 

€IA
 people, som

e of w
hom

 don't know
 

a - S
ecret from

 a paper clip, and also to 
obscure 

M
arch

etti's p
o
in

t in
 w

ritin
g
 

the book. 
H

ere, in the interests of objectivity,. 
a w

ord should be said about M
archet-

ti's errors of judgm
ent. W

hat possible 
good can it do to nam

e foreign politi- 

clans w
ho, back in the late '40s, w

hen 
th

e •co
ld

 w
ar w

as really
 h

o
t, to

o
k
 

m
oney from

 the C
IA

 to build their po-
litical o

rg
an

izatio
n
s? S

o
m

e o
f th

em
 

h
av

e n
o
w

 attain
ed

 p
o
w

er. N
am

in
g
 

'them
 m

ay ruin them
. Is the public titil-

lation w
orth the ruin? T

here are other 
su

ch
 ju

d
g
m

en
tal fau

lts. T
h
ey

 d
etract 

from
 M

archetti's m
ain point. 

N
ev

erth
eless, th

e m
ain

 p
o
in

t is 
w

o
rth

 m
ak

in
g
. It is th

at th
e clan

d
es-

tin
e o

p
eratio

n
s sid

e o
f th

e ag
en

cy
—

particularly those w
hich are param

ili-
tary in nature—

ought to be disbanded. 
I am

 not talking about secret intelli-
gence. I am

 talking about running se-
cret w

ars in L
aos and C

uba and over-
throw

ing, governm
ents in S

outh A
m

er-
ica and elsew

here. I am
 talking about  

b
u
y
in

g
 lab

o
r u

n
io

n
s an

d
 co

n
d
u
ctin

g
 

propaganda operations. 
If th

e C
IA

 ev
er h

ad
 a m

an
d
ate fo

r 
th

is k
in

d
 o

f th
in

g
, it h

as lo
n
g
 sin

ce 
been revoked. "I had the greatest fore-
b
o
d
in

g
s ab

o
u
t th

is o
rg

an
izatio

n
 an

d
 

w
arn

ed
 th

e P
resid

en
t (T

ru
m

an
) th

at, 
as set up, neither he, the N

ational S
e-

curity C
ouncil nor anyone else w

ould 
b
e in

 a p
o
sitio

n
 to

 k
n
o
w

 w
h
at it w

as 
d
o
in

g
 o

r to
 co

n
tro

l' it," w
ro

te D
ean

 
A

cheson. T
he advice not taken seem

s 
prophetic. 

L
o
o
k
 b

ack
, if y

o
u
 w

ill, at L
ao

s; at 
the B

ay of P
igs; at som

e of the sangui-
nary operations in V

ietnam
. D

id they 
not do far m

ore harm
 than good? W

ere 
th

ey
 n

o
t eith

er fo
isted

 u
p
o
n
 'p

artially
 

w
itting P

residents by zealous agency  

salesm
en or invented on the spot sim

- 
ply because the capability to conduct 
them

 had been authorized? 
A

n
d
 th

e p
ro

p
ag

an
d
a. T

h
ere w

as a 
tim

e w
h
en

 fro
n
t g

ro
u
p
s b

attled
 fro

n
t 

g
ro

u
p
s in

 id
eo

lo
g
ical stru

g
g
le, an

d
 

public opinion could be sw
ayed. C

IA
 

w
ent on em

ploying propaganda fronts 
long after anybody except profession-
als on both sides w

as paying any atten-
tion to the propaganda. It is still doing 
so

. T
h
e u

sefu
ln

ess is m
arg

in
al; th

e 
chances for em

barrassm
ent great. 

C
IA

's p
o
w

er -in
 th

e W
ash

in
g
to

n
 

pow
er gam

e has dim
inished substan-

tially
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e N
ix

o
n
 y

ears. S
ecre-

tary
 o

f S
tate H

en
ry

 K
issin

g
er h

as a 
firm

 hand on operations, and W
illiam

 
C

olby, C
IA

's new
 director, reports to 

K
issinger and not to the P

resident, as 
his predecessors alw

ays did. 
B

u
t ad

m
in

istratio
n
s ch

an
g
e; C

IA
's 

clan
d
estin

e o
p
eratio

n
s d

iv
isio

n
 g

o
es 

right on planning. If H
enry K

issinger 
can take tim

e out from
 present crises 

to O
versee its dism

antlem
ent, he w

ill 
prevent som

e future ones. 
©

 1974, L
os A

ngeles T
im

es 

"p 1 he clandestine operations side of the C
IA

—
 

particularly those w
hich are param

ilitary in 
nature—

ought to be disbanded." 


