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Nixor: May Seek
SuPPOI’f on Tapes

Transcript
Instead of
Record:ng_s

Washmgton

President Nixon apparent-
ly is planning to seek public
support next week for a de-
cision to give the House Ju-
diciary = Committee tran-
scripts ‘rather’ than tape ‘re-
cordings* of Watergate - re-
lated c’dnversatlons subpoe-
naed for-the 1mpeachment
inquiry.

Dean Burch, counselor to
the President, told the Re-
publican National Commit-
te¢ yesterday that Mr. Nix-
on will turn over “a massive
body' of evidence” to’ the
committee.

The White House aide sa1d
the evidence will be
‘“substantial,” ‘‘relevant,”
“compelling and persua-
sive” and that, “out of this
factual record, the whole
story will emerge and the
whole truth become known.”

But Burch declined to tell
newsmen after the speech
whether Mr. Nixon will yield
the actual tapes of 42 presi-
dential conversations .de-
manded in the Judifary
Committee’s ' subpoena.

The apparent decision by |
Mr. Nixon to withhold the
tapes themselves, which was |
suggested in a variefy of
comments
ments yesterday,
produce a new and‘major
conflict with the Jud1c1ary
Committee. :

But the  White House was |
said to be preparing ‘to

counter the committee’s po~

sition that it must have the

‘tapes’by mounting a new

publicity campaign,” *
White House spokesmen

and deVelopw
“could™

1easserted yesterday that no
final....decision thad.. been
made:by the President on

- the form or content of higre-

ply to the subpoena, whichis
due by 10 a.m. Tuesday.
Administration  officials
said privately, however, that
it is likely that Mr. Nixon
will turn-over transcnpts his
lawyers had been preparing,
with “Jrrele(lant’* sactmns
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One official said the prin-
cipal point still unsettled is
the method the White House
might adopt to assure the
Judiciary Committee of the
accuracy and authenticity of
the transcripts.

The officials also said that
Mr. Nixon, is considering
some form, of public appeal
for accepﬁagce of his posi-
tion and for-reasssrting his
innocence of any wrongdo-
ing. The possibility of a na-
tionwide television address
on Monday was reportedly
raised when Mr. Nixon and
his chief of staff, General
Alexander M. Haig Jr.,
cruised on the Potomac riv-
er Thursday night aboard
the White House yacht, Se-
quoia.

Judiciary Committee
chairman. Peter W. Rodino
Jr. (Dem-N.J. ) has said sev-
| eral times in the past week
|that he and the committee
would “emphatically” reject
'transcripts - rather than the
tape recordings.

The- suggestions being
. made :at; the White House
ye|stemfday were that Mr.
- Nixon - would seek public
-support for-the ‘‘reasona-

bleness’” of ‘an offer of tran-
in

scnpts authenticated
some }vay

Republlc o
ary Commlttee anticipating
a decision by the White

House to -withhold the actual

tapes, have sought this week
‘to-devise a procedure for the

President’s and the commit-
tee’s lawyers to .jointly
screen the tapes to wverify
that only irrelevant or na-
toinal security matters had
been excised.

The Republican. plan
drafted by Representative
Charles E. Wiggins of Cali-
fornia, specifies that if evi-
dence sought by the commit-
tee “includes taped conver-
sations, transcnpts thereof
may be accepted in lieu of”’
the tapes themselves, so
long as the committee has
an opportunity to verlfy
their accuracy.

Burch was said to be rely-
ing on tramscripts rather
than tapes in asking the Re-
publican National Commit-
tee to ‘“‘suspend judgment”
of the President and offering .
the following assurance:

““Harly mnext week,,‘when.
the President responds to:
the committee subpoena a
massive body of evidence
will supplant charges and al-
legations and innuendo, and
out of this factual record the
whole story will emerge and
the vwhole truth bec"ome
known.”

“The body of ev1den,(_e will
be substantial. It willpe rel-
evant. It will be compelling
and persuasive. I gentinely
believe, beginning T 1y
next week, that the end of
Watergate will be in 'sight.”
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