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Washington Post Staff Writer

The House Judiciary Com-
mittee’s impeachment staff
reported yesterday it can
find no substance to 15 rela-
tively peripheral allegations
of wrongdoing against Presi-
dent Nixon and is focusmg
its inquiry on 41 others.

Special Counsel John -Doar
reported that his staff is con-
centrating on the President’s
involvement in the Watergate
cover-up, the possibility of
fraud in his underpayment of
taxes from 1969 to 1972, Mr:
Nixon's connection with  the’
White House “plumbers”.oper-
ation-and the “dirty tricks” of
the 1972 campaign, and politi-
cal contributions allegedly?
made in return for favors!
from Howard Hughes, Robert
L. Vesco, International. Tele-
phone and Telegtaph Corp
and the dairy industry.

Before hearing this report,
the committee voted 34 to 4 to
grant the President’s reguest
for a five-day extension muntil
next Tuesday at 10 am. to re-
spond to the committee’s sub-
poena demanding tapes of
about 42 presidential conversa-
tions concerning the cover-up
of the Watergate break-in.

The allegations Doar .pro-
rosed dropping included ef-
forts to dismantle the Office
of Economic Opportunity and
impoundment—the President’s
‘refusal to spend funds appro-
priated.by Congress. The staff
report said the “administra-
tion appears to have -gom-
plied” with final court orders
in these areas.

The 13 other allecatlons for
which the staff found no evi-
dence or not enough to justify,
a thorough investigation all in-
volved use of government
agencies to obtain political
contributions through threat
of punishment or promise of
favor. '

These - included allegations
-of contributions from foreign
nationals, illegal contributions|
from labor unions, granting a |

Minnesota, bank charter andg
feilure of the Commerce..-De-!
partment ‘o' enforce - safe’LV

egulations and of the’Envi-
mnmental Protection Agency
to press lawsuits.

But'the staff said it is preqs—
ing its inquiry into more pub-
licized incidents such as the
raising: of dairy price supports
after- the
large ceontributions, the $100,-:
000 Hughes contribution thatl
was returned after three]
vears, the $200,000 Vesco gift.
that led to the trial of former'
Cabinet members John N.'
Mitchell and Maurice H. Stans
and the ITT pledge to help, fi-
nance the 1972 Republican Na-
tional’ Convention while the
firm was involved in a lalge
antitrust case.

The committee took no ac-w
tion on Doar’s proposed nar:
rowing of the scope of the in-
guiry. Some Democrats de-
munded and received assur-
ances from Chairman Peter
W. Rodino (D-N.J.) that no
allegations will be formally
dropped except by a vote of
the committee.

But since the committee w1]
fhave before it only evidence:
assembled by the staff. it ap-
peared likely that the 15 items
on which Doar’s staff has
closed its investigation wills
disappear.

Doar said the staff is await-
ing a report orepared by the
S'enate Armed Services Com
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mittee before
whether to recommen#® {ha
pombing. of Cambodia by,
der of President Nixon frqu
1869 to~1973 'was an impeacha-

i)

-| ple offense. Some of the ‘bom-

bxng was done secretly, aﬁd

lit was iMegal.

Doar state,d ashe has bcf(ne
that the staff‘is invesh
whether criminal frzud had

|been committed in the ‘Presi-

dent’s underpayment of «in-

industry pledged! -

' ‘decidiné

comeg taxes from disallowed|

‘deduc’aons ‘on donatidiiof his

pre-presidential papers and
m freatment of hlS 1ea1 es-
tate transactions® But Doar
added that this is a
“complicated matter” and in-
dicated it will take .an extra
effort if the committee is to

\|stay with its schedule of be-

Zinning to consider evidence
the week after next.

Doar suggested that the
committee might wish to send
Mr. Nixon a list of written
questions for him to answer
on the tax matters. The Joint
Committee on Internal Reve-
nue Taxation sent .the Presb
dent a list of questions that he
did not answer. HHowever, Mr.
Nixon said at his March 6
news conference that he
would respond to written
questions from the Judiciary
Committee under certam con-
citions.

Doar’s staff reportedly is
rreparing a list of questions
esking the President to ex-|
plain the trgnsactions. Doar
also told the committee that
the fraud investigation should
include taking testimony from
lawyers and accountants who
helped Mr. Nixon prepare his
tex returns.

‘[I‘he 34-to-4¢ vote granting
Mr. Nixon five more days to
produce the 42 tapes came
only after considerable grum-
bling by Democrats that the
President has had two months
to respond to that request and
that he was trying to delay
forever.

Rodine recommended grant-
ing -the extension but warned
that “we will not be diverted

‘from that course” of determin-

ing whether evidence exists to
justify impeaching the Presi-,
dent gnd removing hlm ffom |
n{fice.




