U S Winds Up Its Mitchell-St

g 3

ans

Case

1974 -

Associated Press

Former Attorney General John Mitchell and his lawyer, Peter Flemmg, arrlve at New York eourt where Mitchell is }c}m trial. -
; onil

‘nounced t‘he govermmenft s case .
as'“a’ pmsecru‘ orial “vision—a
vision that they set out to gwe,‘
life to.”

By, Art’hu_r Everett
'"Associated Press

NEW YORK, April 24—The
government closed its eriminal
conspiracy case against former
Attorney General John N.
Mitchell and one-time Com-
merce Secretary Maurice H.
Stans today by charging that|
“they felt they were above the
law, that 1t d.1dn~’t apply to|
them.”

“What this case involves is
telling the truth,” Assistant
U.S.. Attorney John Wing told
the U.S. Distriet Court sjury,
which is expected to begin de-
liberations ,Thursday.

“These two men-sat at the
very pinnacle of government
in this country,” the 37-year-

old Wllig_ declared. “La-dies
and gentlemen, John Mitchell
has no more right to lie under

oath than you and I, and
if you buy it, that John Mltch-
ell has lied under oath and he|

this country can have any re-
spect for the law?”

Earlier, Mitchell’s - - defense,
larwyer Peter Fleming Jr., de:

“They have failed,” add}ed

Fleming.

“This case is one 'ball of

wax,” Fleming went on. “John
Mm-,hell is a corrupt fixer and;‘
a har or-he is neither.” .
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gets away with it; what man in .

part; is pohucal influence on
Justzce, an attempt o7 s

I his' left leg erossed over hlS’

‘~.;ﬁ)t1~au1‘na. Two Cabinet officers.
~[xI'm a Democrat. I don’t care

struction of justice and: 1y1ng
to a grand jury and are liable !
if convicted for up to 45 years
each in federal prison.

Mitchell followed Fleming’s’

4%%-hour summation, 1ean1ng'
back in his chair, hlS left arm
on the defense table his right
‘draped over the chairs back,

rxght

Watergate Fleming declared

% “/\ ‘prosecutor’s vlslon you
.may find, engendered in the
"heat of a -terrible- national

[about polities. But I care
about justice.” A. vision—and,
| any fact that does not fit.
that vision either is changed
or not brought to your atten-

litical 1nf1uenw to
Justice.”: © =

Mltchell 60 and ‘st‘ans 66
are accused of conspmng to

obstrugt a Schmtles and Ex-
change Commlosmn traud A
vestigation of multlmllhonalré
Robert I. Vesco in return for

Vesco St

g .
M}tchell and Stans left the

tion.”

“This case is a mess, a’ con-
m; this case is v1le;§’, con-
tnued the. tall-angular Flem-
ing,. stabbme his right fore
?gzr on, the' railing in front
e jury of ‘nine men and
Ithree wamen, " v 0
| A qgfmg;nagl jcase m _
‘case of fact not vismn It has
Lgot to'be a'case of truth, and

‘the . United - States,

{ In ah apparent reference to

Lk you Imow m your
and no sense means
not guilty. The government of
whoever
theytare, cannot be allowed to
insigt that because they

sométhmg happened,’ it 1

rom evcrv b1t of evi-
3 the government: gave
net, g is proved.”
Fﬁemmg ridiculed the
ernmﬁnt’s contention of a-con-

§GOV-

spuaqy to fix the 'SEC ‘case:
agams‘c Vesco. He pointed: out |

that on Nov. 27, 1972, the SEC
filed a $224 million fraud com-
plaint. against Vesco. It was
one of the largest suits of 1ts
kind.

“This must be the onIy fix
case' in modern times, or an-
cient times, or Biblical times,
0r@reh15tor10 times, when the
payoff was made in Apnl and
afterwards . everything gets
worse,” Flemmg»argu&d;

“We go home at mdht and‘
joke with Mr. Mitchell about
what a lousy fixer he is
every” pvcce of revidence they
offered is a derogation of con-
splracy'to fix. Vesco sure did
get a lot for his money.”

I
fis

rr.



