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Washington

Lawyers for the House Ju-
diciary -Committe will pro-
pose today that the scope of
the impeachment inquiry be
narrowed sharply to include
only the ‘most serious poten-
tial charges of wrongdoing
by President Nixon.

If _adopted Dby the« com-
mittee, the plan would focus
the President’s role in the
Watergatei.coverup attempt,
the prepar%on of Mr. Nix-
on’s income tax ref:urns and

the clandestme activities of

the. secret &%use in-
telligence it as the
“Plumbers.” ;
“We're really getting
down to the ' nitty-gritty
now,” said Representative

Tom Railshack of Illinois
after he and the other Re-
pubhcans on the committee:
~briefed privately' on
the recommendation by Al-

bert E. Jenner, Jr.;: the chief

minerity ‘counsel, ‘
Representatwe Edward

Hutchmson iof: Mmhigan the
senior Repubh
panel, ,‘plan
would mean eliminating
from further consideration

“most of the 56 26 _allegations
contained in a March I out-

line of the 1 imquiry staff is m-‘

vesﬁigatlon

; Partlclpants in the closed
two-hour Republican ‘caucus
: dlselosed that the co "ttf;e
lawyers have agreeﬂ pro-
pose . drepping some allega-
uonssv%because there wasgno
evidence to implicate the

suggest elum ing 0

Sues “because they are un-
likely to be con51de1ed,~1m-
peachable offenses in a vote
of the full House of Repre-
sentatlves

Jenner repmtedly read to |

the Republicans from a

draft he prepared with . the =
Senior Democratic appointee :

_on the inquiry staff; John M.
Doar, the special counsel.
Their bipartisan conclusions
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a;pproved when the commit-
tee’s 21 Democrats and 17
Repubhcans vote on the pro-
posal today. '

. Members who took part in
ﬁhe brlefmg said thatnot all

i.‘uﬂmed but that the law-
yers were prepared to rec-

ommend abandsomng the fol-

lowmg ‘matters:

?‘ ® The President’s refusal
‘ spend funds appropriated
Congress would be
‘dropped-because, as one Re-
_publican ‘member stated it,
ere was ‘“‘ample evidence”

at Congress had tolerated

Zthe practice by . Mr. Nixon

and his predecessors.
Charges of -illegal cor-

' porate and union contribu-
_ tions to the President’s 1972
' “re-election campaign would

be abandoned for. lack of
gocumentatlon of any per-
_sonal involvement by Mr.
leon '
- ® Most of the 26 separate
egations of misuse of gov-
ernment agencieg to exact

‘-~polit1cal funds from corpora- -

tons and individuals would
be eliminated. ‘Many :were

said to be too nebulous to

trace or too intricate to in-

) ’vest1gate in a reasonable pe-
: rmd of time.

o The commlttee would
dmp its. investigation of the
President’s attempt to dis-

manﬂe the Office of Eco-

nomic . Opportunity, which
Republicans on the commm

tee had opposed as a purely -

political issue and not*»‘a
matter for impeachment.

Particlpants in the: bn&-
ing sdid the lawyers would

pursue, at least for now;

charges that Mr. Nixon cited
improperly in authorizing
the secret bombing of Cam-
bodia, = - &

The committee members
said that whether this issue
would eventually<be part of
an impeachment Tecommen-

dation - probably - would de-

pend -on - the contents of a re-

the detjils of the plan were-

The Repubhcans «alsn re- .
ported that the staff would

. continue investigating alle-

gatlons that the Nixon ad—
ministration had settled an .
antitrust ‘action against the
International Telephone and
Telegraph Co. and had ‘in-
creased federal mllk»’pnce
supports - in. exchange for'
1972 campaign contnbuﬁons
from ITT and the dalry 1n-
dustry

The committee lawyers
asked the White House last
week for & number of addi- |

tional tape recordings and
documents dealing with the .

ITT and milk cases and the
Watergate coverup. Jenner
was quoted as havmg said

the tapes involved in the lat- |

est request tfotaled 46.1
hours of recorded conversa- |
tion.

Although several of the
Republicans voiced delight *
at the staff’s decision to
abandon many of the initial

.areas of the investigation,

they appeared determined to
pursue the remaining mat—
ters.

The commlttee S Repubh-v
cans instructed Jenner: o
seek a commitment by to-:
day from the President’s
lawyers for some, method to
permit the ‘panel to Vergfy
that relevant evidence is not
eliminated from any record—
ings er transcripts. turned

tover to the commlttee by the

Whlte House.
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