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T
he S

oviet R
esponse to Im

peach ant 
In

 c
a
se

 n
o
 o

n
e
 h

a
s n

o
tic

e
d
 it, th

e
 

S
o

v
iet lead

ers h
av

e b
een

 p
lay

in
g

 w
ith

, 
fire in

 S
y

ria. It is p
ro

b
ab

ly
 o

v
er n

o
w

, 
b
u
t th

ere is n
o
 q

u
estio

n
 th

at th
e S

o
-

v
iets g

av
e th

e S
y

rian
s' ev

ery
 p

o
ssib

le 
en

co
u

rag
em

en
t to

 attack
 th

e Israelis 
in

 th
e M

o
u
n
t H

erm
o
n
 area. 

T
h
is w

as p
lay

in
g
 w

ith
 fire, b

ecau
se 

th
e Israelis are ex

ceed
in

g
ly

 sh
o

rt-fu
sed

 
in

 su
ch

 m
atters. T

h
ey

 w
o
u
ld

 h
av

e b
een

 
sh

ellin
g

 th
e city

 o
f D

am
ascu

s (as th
ey

 
easily

 can
, an

y
 tim

e) w
ith

in
 h

o
u
rs after 

th
e S

y
rian

s h
ad

 in
flicted

 m
ajo

r d
am

-
ag

e. S
o

 w
h

at w
o

u
ld

 th
e S

o
v

iets h
ay

e 
d

o
n

e
 th

e
n

?
 C

o
m

e
 to

 th
e
 a

id
 o

f th
e
 

S
y

rian
s, fo

r in
stan

ce? Y
o

u
 can

 see th
at 

th
e fire th

e S
o
v
iets p

lay
ed

 w
ith

 w
as 

p
o

ten
tially

 fu
rn

ace-h
o

t. 

T
his m

eans, in turn, that anyone w
ho 

friv
o

lo
u

sly
 h

an
k

ers fo
r th

e P
resid

en
t's 

im
p
each

m
en

t is also
 p

lay
in

g
 w

ith
 fire. 

F
o

r in
stan

ce, o
n

e o
f th

e m
o

re p
artisan

 
in

h
ab

itan
ts o

f th
e g

risly
 G

ro
v

es' o
f 

A
cadem

e, D
r. H

enry S
teele C

om
m

ager, 
lately

 an
n

o
u

n
ced

 o
n

 telev
isio

n
 

th
a
t. 

th
ere w

as n
o

 reaso
n

 to
 fear im

p
each

-
m

en
t. 

D
r. C

o
m

m
ag

er ev
en

 d
escrib

ed
 th

e 
P

resid
en

t's im
p
each

m
en

t, in
 effect, as 

n
o
 w

o
rse th

an
 o

n
e o

f th
o
se sp

rin
g
 to

n
-

ics o
ld

 fash
io

n
ed

 p
aren

ts u
sed

 to
 g

iv
e 

th
eir ch

ild
ren

, to
 p

u
rg

e th
e stalen

ess 
o
f th

e w
in

ter. B
u
t ev

en
 D

r. C
o
m

m
ag

er 
w

o
u

ld
 realize h

e w
as talk

in
g

 th
ro

u
g

h
 

his fairly pom
pous hat, if he w

ere capa-
b
le o

f learn
in

g
 th

e lesso
n
 o

f th
e recen

t 
tro

u
b
les o

n
 th

e S
y
rian

 'b
o
rd

er. 
T

h
e lesso

n
 is sim

p
le en

o
u
g
h
. T

h
e  

S
o

v
iets to

o
k

 q
u

ite serio
u

s risk
s b

y
 

p
u
sh

in
g
 th

e S
y
rian

s in
to

 a fig
h
t th

ey
 

lo
st. A

ll S
o

v
iet calcu

latio
n

s o
f risk

 
m

ainly depend, how
ever, on the K

rem
-

lin
's c

u
rre

n
t e

stim
a
te

 o
f A

m
e
ric

a
n

 
stren

g
th

 o
r w

eak
n

ess. T
h

e S
y

rian
 ep

i-
so

d
e th

erefo
re in

d
icates th

at ev
en

 b
e 

fo
re im

p
each

m
en

t,' th
e K

rem
lin

 co
r-

re
c
tly

 e
stim

a
te

s th
a
t th

e
 U

.S
. h

a
s 

alread
y
 b

een
 g

rav
ely

 w
eak

en
ed

 b
y
 

W
atergate. 

T
h
ere are also

 tw
o
 fu

rth
er sets o

f 
facts to

 co
n

sid
er h

ere. O
n

e set co
n

-
cerns the sordid and shocking response 
in

 m
an

y
 q

u
arters, w

h
en

 th
e S

o
v
iets 

o
v
ertly

 th
reaten

ed
 to

 d
eal w

ith
 Israel 

b
y

 sen
d

in
g

 th
eir o

w
n

 g
ro

u
n

d
 tro

o
p

s 
in

to
 th

e Y
o
m

 K
ip

p
u

r w
ar. T

h
e P

resi-
d

en
t co

u
rag

eo
u

sly
 resp

o
n
d
ed

 w
ith

 a 
w

o
rld

w
id

e m
ilitary

 alert; an
d

 h
e w

as 
th

e b
itterly

 criticized
 fo

r "try
in

g
 to

 
create a d

iv
ersio

n
" fro

m
 W

aterg
ate. 

S
o

 w
h

at w
o

u
ld

 h
ap

p
en

 in
 co

m
p

arab
le 

circu
m

stan
ces, w

ith
 th

e P
resid

en
t ac-

tu
ally

 'b
ein

g
 tried

 b
y
 th

e S
en

ate? 

T
h
e o

th
er set o

f facts co
n

cern
s the 

w
ay

 th
e S

o
v
iets h

av
e in

v
ariab

ly
 re- 

sponded, alm
ost in the m

an
n
er o

f P
av-

lo
v
's d

o
g
s, to

 th
e recu

rren
t tem

p
tatio

n
 

o
f th

is co
u

n
try

's seem
in

g
-w

eak
n

ess. 
T

he results have been the B
erlin block-

ad
e, th

e K
o
rean

 w
ar an

d
 th

e seco
n
d
 

B
erlin

 crisis. B
u

t ju
st ad

d
 im

p
each

-
m

en
t's in

ev
itab

le p
araly

sis o
f th

e U
.S

. 
g

o
v

ern
m

en
t to

 th
e o

th
er cu

rren
t U

.S
. 

w
eak

n
esses! T

h
e tem

p
tatio

n
 fo

r th
e 

K
re

m
lin

 to
 g

e
t ro

u
g

h
 w

ill th
e
n

 b
e
 

v
astly

 g
reater th

an
 ev

er b
efo

re. 

F
or that very reason, discreet studies 

are alread
y

 u
n

d
er w

ay
 b

y
 P

en
tag

o
n

 
p

la
n

n
e
rs, o

f th
e
 v

a
rio

u
s w

a
y

s th
e
 

K
rem

lin
 m

ig
h
t g

et to
u
g
h
 d

u
rin

g
 th

is 
su

m
m

er o
r au

tu
m

n
. O

n
e m

ay
 h

e su
re 

th
at ev

en
 in

 th
e to

p
 secret p

ap
ers th

at 
h
av

e to
 b

e h
an

d
-carried

 b
y
 co

lo
n
els, 

th
ere is n

o
t so

 m
u
ch

 as m
en

tio
n
 th

e 
w

ord, "im
peachm

ent." B
ut it is certain 

also
, th

at th
e stu

d
ies w

ere lau
n
ch

ed
 

in fear of future w
eakness, and because 

o
f th

e effects o
n
 th

e K
rem

in
 o

f tem
p
t-

in
g
 A

m
erican

 w
eak

n
ess in

 th
e p

ast. 

T
he studies have produced a form

id-
able list of danger points. O

ne of 
for instance, is in E

astern E
urope. H

ere  

t: e S
o

v
iet lead

ers m
g

h
t w

ell lik
e a 

ch
 ce to

 tid
y

 u
p

 Y
u

g
o

slav
ia an

d
 g

o
-

m
an

ia b
y

 p
u

ttin
g

 a' su
itab

le en
d

 to
 

th
ese co

u
n
tries' in

co
n
v
en

ien
t in

d
e-

pendence. 

A
n

th
er, m

u
ch

 m
o

re 
lik

ely
 d

an
g

er 
p

o
in

t is 
the M

ideast. T
he S

oviet play-
n

.,. 
w

ith
 fire in

 S
y
ria in

d
icates th

at 
h

e K
rem

lin
 lead

ers h
av

e th
e M

id
east 

v
eey

 m
u

ch
 o

n
 th

eir m
in

d
s. T

h
e p

o
- 

i iecial p
rize in

 th
e M

id
east is en

o
rm

-
o

u
s. T

h
e last m

o
n

th
s h

av
e tau

g
h

t .us, 
in

 tact, th
at an

y
 g

reat p
o
w

er co
n
tro

l-
lin

g
 th

e w
o
rld

 o
il tap

 in
 th

e P
ersian

 
C

u
lt, M

I also
 co

n
tro

l th
e w

h
o
le w

o
rld

. 
In

 th
e M

id
east h

o
W

ev
er, th

e S
o

v
iets 

are n
o

t q
u

ite read
y

 fo
r really

 d
rastic 

action—
unless the im

peachm
ent-caused 

U
.S

. paralysiS
 is dem

onstrably total,. in 
w

h
ich

 case an
y

th
in

g
 w

ill b
e safe. 

F
in

ally
, th

ere is th
e C

h
in

ese b
o

rd
er, 

w
h
e
re

 th
e
 S

o
v
ie

ts h
a
v
e
 sp

e
n
t su

c
h
 

fo
rtu

n
es p

rep
arin

g
 fo

r a p
rev

en
tiv

e 
attack

. A
t p

resen
t, th

e o
d

d
s ag

ain
st 

su
ch

 an
 attack

 are p
ro

b
ab

ly
 ab

o
u
t 7

0
-

;1
0

. B
u

t if th
e p

resid
en

t is im
p
each

ed
, 

th
e 

ch
an

ce o
f th

e attack
 w

ill su
rely

 
d

o
u

b
le —

 m
ak

in
g

 th
e o

d
d

s 6
0

-4
0

 in
 

favor. 

E
v

en
 6

0
4

0
 in

 fav
o

r is n
o

 su
re th

in
g

, 
but ony a fool w

ould double the chance 
O

f so terrible a developm
ent w

ithout a 
co

m
p

ellin
g

 n
eed

 to
 d

o
 so

. M
ay

b
e th

at 
n
eed

 w
ill u

n
h
ap

p
ily

 arise, if th
ere is 

clear ev
id

en
ce o

f th
e P

resid
en

t's p
er-

involvcrnerlt in his form
er under-

;'s crim
inality. E

ven so, im
peachm

ent 
in

 n
ev

er resem
b

le 
a
' sp

rin
g
 tonic. 

A
M
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0
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ii1
1
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"D
iscreet studies are under w

ay by P
entagon. 

planners of the w
ays the K

rem
lin, m

ight 

g
et to

u
g
h
 th

is su
m

m
er (Y

 a
w

n
 	

."
 


