If Wgﬁeergate

New York

Vice President Gerald R.
Ford ~ said yesterday he
would have: pushed the Wat-
ergate mvest?igatlon harder
if he had been in the White
House when the gcandals
first broke.

In a question-and-answer
session at the annual meet-
ing of The Associated Press,
Ford also called on Presi-
dent Nixon to ‘““do anything
reasonable” to. clear up the
Watergate controversy, in-
cluwngamammum eoopera~
tion with the House Judici-

~ary Committee’s impeach-
ment probe. ..o .

Ford ‘said he hoped Mr
Nixon would, within the next
72 hours, turn overthe “rel-
evant” material asked by
the committee from the
White House.

A subpoena issued by the

committee seeking tapes and

. documents from the White

Housg 'falls due Thursday
mornmg

In, response to a question
about what: he would have

Bach_‘Pagc Col, § .

From P

dent. at the time Waterg

broke, Ford said Mr. Nixon
obviously was not kept prop-
erly informed by his subor-,
dmates + and that he—
Ford—would have d
ed' better 1nformat10

“Whether there should
have been a more vigorous
prosecution of all the de-

* tails, -that’s a matter of
judgment,”” Ford said of the
White House investigation.
“In my judgment, I would
have given a sort of nudge
to my employees as hard as
I possibly could. °

“Some’ of the people Who.
should have known obvious-'
ly did not give him the

:whole story.”

Ford said neither he nor
Mr." Nixon . knew anything
, about the burglary and bug-
r.ging of Democratici ‘party
headquartels in Washmg—

ton’s Watergate plex
during the 1972 ential
electlon \oam i had
discussed thi fications

of 'the case frequently.
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it cons1ders “relevant.’

d to Ford

£ dicated to_him
sesof oecas;ons
thought he should do
ng reasonable in order
C+up  the problems
" developed subse-
Watlergate 1tse1f ®1

quent.. to
FoerA said
“I. have cousistently said
the sooner 'any and all rele-
vant - evidence was made
avallable the better the
Congress could consider,
and . the American people
e, whether or not he
"olved prior to, at the
f, or subsequent’ to .
the Watergate break
id.

}_perate to the maxi-
mum dn making available to
the Hbuse Committee on
the Judiciar y the 1e1evan1
mafetial that the committee
has ‘(‘z'qtlested ” Ford said.
The?‘ committee’s subpoena
seeks ‘tapes and documents
covermg 42 White House
conyersations in connection
with its impeachment probe.
The White House had indi-
cagéd it will turn over what

axi
mum cooperation, he re-
tamed the White House lan-
gl ;.ge stressmd “relevant”

an Peter Rodino,
(Eem-N J.) has said amy-
thmg short of full comph-
anée with the subpoena
msght be taken as a ground
:[orfglmpeachment e
fﬁn my judgment, the B

President is innocent' of
charges based on the deflm
tion of 1mpeachment as 1tls
W;;iwﬁten in the Constltutlon "
said. o

Vice President saud e

based this belief on conv
sations with Senate min
leader Hugh Scott, (Rep-Pa‘;.)
and others who have heai‘d
Whlf&e House tapes, and on

Ford relterated howeve&
that he has ¢ scrupulously
avoided” the opportunity of-
fered by Mr. Nixon to listen
to the tapes or read tran-
scripfs; of them, for fear of
compromising the disinter-
est of the man who Would-
succeed . Mr. Nixon if the
Pre&ﬁ&}ft leaves office, @
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