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Chicago

Most of the Democratic
governors at a national con-
ference here think President
Nixon should leave office,
all agree that inflation is the
nation’s No. 1 problem, and
Senator Edward Kennedy
was the only Democrat men-
tioned as potential candidate
for president in 1976. -

A poll of 11 governors who
arrived here yesterday for
* the starto f a two-day Demo-
cratic Govtrnors Confer-
ence, found the state execu-
tives in unhesitating agree-
ment that inflation is the na-
tion’s major- problem, but
few had any idea on whatto
do about it.

The governors mostly
agreed with Utah‘s Calvin
Rampton‘s admission that,
“I have no idea what can be
d one,about it.”

There was less agreement
on what President Nixon‘s
fate should he. Five gover-
nors said th e President
should resign. One, Jimmy
Carter of Georgia, said he
should be impeached and
five others said they would
wait for further evidence.

All agreed that Watergate
has cast a pall over state as
well as federal government,
undermining conficence in
public officials.

The governors agreed Re-
publican candidates will suf-
fer in the elections this fall
because of Watergate.

Kennedy was generally
acknowledged to be the fron-
trunner . for the 1976 presi-
dential nomination, but most
governors sald it was too

Problem

early to make a prediction.

Those interviewed were
Carter, Wendell Ford of
Kentucky, David .Hall of
Oklaghoma, Marvin Mandel
of Mandel of Maryland, Pat-
rick Lucey of Wisconsin,
Milto Shapp of Pennsylvan-
ia, Philip Noel of Rhode Is-
land, Wendell Anderson of
‘Minnesota, Daniel Walker of
Illinois and Thoma P. Salm-
on of Vermont. )
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